cClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System
(MKARNS) is the waterway’s official name — so-
named by an Act of Congress, 1/5/1971 (PL91-649).

A The MKARNS is 445-miles long and includes the Verdigris,
Arkansas, and White Rivers. The System has an elevation
differential of 420 feet from its beginning at mile 600 on the
Muississippi River to the head of navigation near Tulsa.

A The MKARNS is a multi-beneficiary system: water supply,
navigation, fish and wildlife, recreation, hydropower generation,
and flood control (when considered as part of the Arkansas River
Basin Project and its upstream reservoirs that control water flows).

A There are 18 locks and dams — 13 in Arkansas and 5 in
Oklahoma; each lock chamber is 110” wide x 600’ long and can
handle 8 barges and a towboat.

A The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maintains a 9 ft. channel
depth on the MKARNS. Congress authorized a 12 ft. draft in 2005
but never appropriated funds. The current total of 1,500 short tons
of capacity could be increased by 200 tons for each additional foot
of draft.

A The MKARNS serves a 12-state region due to the Port of
Catoosa being the most westerly inland river port that is ice free
24/7/365. The states include AR, OK, KS, TX, CO, MO, NE, MN,
SD, ND, MT, and ID.

A There are three designated Foreign Trade Zones on the
MKARNS at the Ports of Little Rock, Muskogee and Catoosa. 42

countries have traded commerce with the Arkansas River Basin
Region via the MKARNS.

A The MKARNS status changed from a moderate to high-use
waterway system in February 2015 after the Waterborne
Commerce Statistic Center (WCSC) showed the 5 year average to
be 3.3 billion ton-miles.

A The Marine Highway M40 was upgraded from a "Connector" to
a "Corridor" in 2015. Oklahoma and Arkansas were the first states
to utilize Marine Highway Signage recognizing the MKARNS as
part of the overall freight network in both states.

A Consolidated Grain and Barge operates 4 river facilities along
the MKARNS with 3 in Oklahoma and 1 in Arkansas.

A Prime industrial sites are available at the Port of Muskogee.

A Federal cost of the System was $1.2 billion. Add to that$186.1
million for construction of Montgomery Point Lock & Dam
(completed in 2004), for a total cost of $1.39 billion.

A Flood damages prevented by Arkansas River Basin projects
under the jurisdiction of the Corps’ Tulsa District totaled $552
million in FY 2015. Cumulative damages prevented through 2015
equal more than $11 billion.

A 1n 2016, 1,282 recreational vessels locked through Oklahoma's 5
locks; 2,100 locked through Arkansas' 13 locks.

A In 2015, 203,829 pleasure boats were registered in Oklahoma;
171,268 registered in Arkansas.

A The University of Tulsa’s women’s rowing team practices on
the MKARNS just south of the Port of Catoosa.

A To fill 1 barge of bulk commodities at a 9 ft. draft it takes 15
jumbo railcars or 60 large semis. One barge carries up to 1,500 tons,
while a railcar holds 100 tons, and a large semi-truck transports 26
tons.

A It is estimated that moving the current waterway traffic to rail
would increase both fuel usage and raise CO2 emissions by nearly
40%. Using trucks to haul the same freight would increase fuel
usage and CO2 emissions by 270%.

A A 2014 study showed that moving freight by barge resulted in
cost savings of $156.1 million for Oklahoma farmers,
manufacturers and consumers, compared to the cost of alternative
overland modes.

A If Oklahoma’s 5,928,612 tons of waterborne commerce were
transported by alternative methods, it would require 228,024 trucks
or 59,286 railcars respectively.

A If the entire system of the MKARNS’s 11,542,149 tons of
waterborne commerce were transported by alternative methods, it
would require 443,929 trucks or 115,422 railcars respectively.

A The MKARNS shipped 42.1 million bushels of wheat and 50.8
million bushels of soybeans in CY16.

A If you would like to be included on the mailing list for
annual calendars, locking-through instructions, maps or have

general questions, please email waterways@odot.org for
additional information.
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Waterways Branch

Oklahoma Department of Transportation

4002 N. Mingo Valley Expressway

Tulsa, OK 74116-5002

918.838.9933; FAX: 918.834.5233

E-mail: waterways@odot.org

Arkansas Waterways Commission
101 E. Capitol, Suite 370

Little Rock, AR 72201
501.682.1173; FAX: 501.682.1196
E-mail: waterway@mail.state.ar.us

Tulsa District — Navigation Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
114302 S. 4629 Rd.

Sallisaw, OK 74955

918.775.4475

Little Rock District
Navigation & Maintenance Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 867
Little Rock, AR 72203
501.324.5739
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NAVIGATION CHARTS
To purchase or download navigation charts for the
McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System,
please access the following USACE web sites:
Tulsa District: WwWw.swt.usace.army.mil/
Little Rock District: www.swl.usace.army.mil/
Other Rivers/Districts: WWWw.usace.army.mil/

Profiles of Ports & Terminals on the MKARNS
For a detailed description of ports & terminals on the
MKARNS, please access the web site of the
Arkansas-Oklahoma Port Operators Association:

35 &

Www.aopoa.net

Oklahoma Boating Laws Handbook
www.boat-ed.com/oklahoma/handbook/book.html

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) ensures that no
person or group of persons shall, on the grounds of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, disability, retaliation or genetic information, be excluded

from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to

discrimination under any and all programs, services, or activities administered
by ODOT, its recipients, sub-recipients, and contractors. To request an
accommodation please contact the ADA Coordinator at 405-521-4140 or the
Oklahoma Relay Service at 1-800-722-0353. If you have any ADA or Title VI
questions email ODOT-ada-titlevi@odot.org.
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