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June 4, 2009

To Whom {t May Concern;

I am writing to make you aware of Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad’s request for
assistance with their railroad rehabilitation project. The grant they have applied for
would lLelp offset the cost of the nearly $20 miliion project necassary to repair the
railroad between Shawnee and Oklahoma City, Currently, the North Canadian River is
eroding the ground under the track in this area. This erosion has ereated conditions that
foree the trains to move at slower speeds and has led to significant damage to the [-40
bridge.

This area of raifroad track is of vital importance to dozens of companies in that
ares, Companies such as Shawnee Mills, Exxon and TDX ali depend on the ratlroad in
order {o conduct their daily business. ‘These company and several others have been Lust
financially due to the delays caused by frequent washouts in the past years. “The impact
of (he damaged track has been severe and the repair project is vital to the economic
prosperity of Oklahoma.

Thank you for the opportunity to bring the Arkansas-Oklahoma Railzoad project
to your atfention for whalever action you decm appropriate. If you should require
additional infornsation please feel frce to contact me in my Washington, DC office at

(202) 2235-2701.
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June 11, 2609

U.8. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jarsey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20520

ATTN: TIGER Grants Program Manager

To Whom it May Concern:

As a Member of Congress, | am writing in support of the Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant application submitted
by the Arkansas and Oklahoma Railroad Company (AOK). This grant has been
officially submiited so thls organization can help create and save johs located
across the west to east corridor which runs from Oklahoma City to Arkansas.

The rail line operated by ACK extending from Shawnes, Okiahoma to
Oklahoma City has experienced significant seasonal washout and erosion from
the North Canadtan Rlver for many yaars. This situation causes the line to close
for weeks at & time, resulting losses of millions of dollars for local businesses. A
total of seven companies In Shawnee alone rely on the rail line, while a total of
over 1600 jobs across central and southeastern Oklahoma are dependent on the
rail iine. Conservative estimates place the total annual salaries of these jobhs at
$386,000,000. Given the current recassion, nohe of the businesses which are
dependent upon the rail service can afford for the Iine to be out of commission
for any Iength of time. The threat of future washouts literally puts thousands jobs
and millions of doliars at stake.

Additionally, AOK is currently working 10 re-opan the line that runs from
Shawnee, Oklahoma to McAlester, Oklahoma, Combined with the line from
Shawnee to Oklahoma Gity, this new developmant will create a 194 mile freight
transportation system, giving the region five class one railroad connections,
whille further providing regional shippers more options to lower their freight
costs,
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To be certain much of the rail line provides quality jobs for the most
Impoverished region of Oklahoma. The average median income for the 14
counties in southeastern Oklahoma is $25,032. The types of jobs created by the
existence of a functioning rall line In this area are high paying positions which
provide substantial benefits to the citizens of this economically disadvantaged
reglon.

In my considered opinion, the Arkansas and Qldahoma Railroad Company
has an urgent noed for these funds, 1strongly feel itis imperative AOK Railrpad
be granted the financial means provided by this program to address the washout
of the rall In their service region.

Thank you for your consideration,
P oty Facoo—
Mary Failin

Member of Congress




