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Media Advisory  

************************************************************  
Oklahoma Department of Transportation, Media & Public Relations Division  
4002 N. Mingo Valley Expressway, Tulsa, OK 74116  
Phone:  918-838-9933 Fax:  918-832-9074  
******************************************************  
 
December 15, 2010  
   
The Oklahoma Department of Transportation is excited to share the following 
announcement from the U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Highway 
Administration, regarding the formal signing of the TIGER (Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery) Grant agreement with our agency. This grant was 
awarded earlier this year in February, and will provide about $50 million towards an 
estimated $80 million project to replace the westbound I-244 bridge over the Arkansas 
River in Tulsa.   
 
Thanks to the signing of this agreement, ODOT can proceed with letting the contract to 
bid, currently scheduled for March 2011. The replacement bridge is “multi-modal”; which 
will incorporate a new section of the westbound highway, two dedicated future rail lines 
and an area for bicycle/pedestrian traffic into a double-decker style bridge. Design plans 
have been expedited, and a rendering of the bridge is also attached for your reference.   
 
The selection process for the TIGER Grant was extremely competitive, with more than 
1,400 applications received nationwide.   
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The $49.4 million grant was awarded under the Recovery Act's TIGER (Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery) program.  The TIGER program is designed to 
promote innovative, multimodal and multijurisdictional transportation projects that provide 
significant economic and environmental benefits to an entire metropolitan area, region or the 
nation.  
 
The Department announced the selection of $1.5 billion worth of TIGER grants for 51 projects 
as part of the one-year anniversary of the Recovery Act on Feb. 17.  
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