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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Project Description

Interstate 40 (I40) is the primary east/west route in Oklahoma and a National Highway
System (NHS) component. In 1995, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the
Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) conducted an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to evaluate options to improve and/or relocate the Crosstown Expressway
to address design, safety, and capacity concerns with the facility. On May 1, 2002, the
FHWA issued a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Interstate 40 — Crosstown Expressway from I-
235 to Meridian Avenue Oklahoma City, Oklahoma FHWA-OK-EIS-01-(1)-F project (FHWA
2002). The ROD documented FHWA's decision to select the preferred alternative,
Alternative D, as described in the Final EIS for the Crosstown and its related improvements.
The selected alternative involved reconstructing I-40 in Oklahoma City and a six-lane at-
grade boulevard from east of the Union Pacific tracks at the I-235 interchange to west of
Walker Avenue.

Because of the time elapsed since the ROD’s approval in 2002, recent downtown
development in Oklahoma City, and changing city priorities with respect to downtown
transit, pedestrian, and cyclist options, ODOT and FHWA decided to reevaluate the original
six-lane boulevard project in a new Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA examines
alternatives to the original boulevard concept; identifies their potential social, economic, and
environmental impacts; and provide for consistency with the most current planning
priorities of Oklahoma City and current plus future traffic needs.

1.2 Project Purpose

The purpose of the project is to construct the final phase of the I-40 Crosstown relocation
project by improving connectivity to the downtown Central Business District from the new
I-40 Crosstown Expressway with a local low-speed roadway known as the Crosstown
Boulevard.

1.3 Meeting Purpose

On August 12, 2012, ODOT, in partnership with FHWA and the City of Oklahoma City,
conducted a public meeting regarding the Crosstown Boulevard. The purpose for the
meeting was to update the public and solicit comments about the proposal to build a four-
lane Crosstown Boulevard instead of a six-lane roadway as previously indicated in the 2002
ROD for the I-40 Expressway Project.




Crosstown Boulevard Project
August 21, 2012 Public Meeting Summary

2.0 Public Meeting

This section includes general information regarding the public meeting. It also provides an
understanding of the format and context for the public comments received.

2.1 Date, Time, and Location

Following is the meeting date, time, and location.

Date: Tuesday, August 21, 2012

Time: 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Location: Coca Cola Bricktown Events Center
425 E. California Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

The meeting was open to the public and was accessible in accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA).

2.2 Format and Content

The public meeting was held in a traditional format that included a formal presentation and
a question and answer session. Following is a brief description of the presentation.

2.2.1 Project History

The meeting began with a presentation of background information about the project.
Participants were informed that plans for the boulevard originated with the original 1-40
Expressway Project EIS, which explored concepts for both an elevated and a ground-level
section. . The public was also informed that the plans for the I-40 and a six-lane boulevard
section were presented in a public hearing for the EIS in November 2001 and that these
plans were ultimately approved by the FHWA in a Record of Decision issued in May 2002.

2.2.2  Oklahoma City Growth
The study team acknowledged that many things had changed or were changing since the
2002 ROD including:

e Construction of Devon Tower

e Construction of the Chesapeake Arena

e Creation of an intermodal hub (Santa Fe Station)

e Future construction of the new Convention Center

e Other improvements recommended in the Project180

e Other improvements recommended in the Core-to-Shore Plan

Given these changes, the City of Oklahoma and ODOT agreed that the approved design
should be evaluated further to align with current downtown initiatives.
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2.2.3 Alternatives

The study team informed the public that the boulevard would extend from Pennsylvania
Avenue to Byers Avenue and would include five separate, distinct construction projects.
They also informed the public that were considering a boulevard section that would
includes four traffic lanes with on-street parking, 15 foot sidewalks, and landscaping
between approximately Western Avenue and E.K. Gaylord Boulevard. The study team then
went through each section and outlined proposed improvements, as follows.

West Connection (Pennsylvania Avenue to Western Avenue

e Under design
e Rehabilitate existing bridges, and maintain current elevated on-fill condition
e Landscaping — to be developed under separate contract by the city

Western Avenue/Classen Avenue/Reno Avenue Section

e Several options being considered

e Bridges proposed at Western, Classen, Reno and Shartel

e Proposed retaining wall system

e Landscaping — to be developed under separate contract by city

Core Section (Dewy Avenue to EK Gaylord Boulevard

e Under design

e Forty ft. wide median

¢ Roadway alignment shifted to the south

e Landscaping — to be developed under separate contract by city

Railroad Section (EK Gaylord Boulevard to BNSF Railway)

e Under design
e Road will be depressed to allow approximately 16 feet of overhead clearance

East Connection (BNSF Railway to Byers Avenue)

e Under design

e Oklahoma Avenue connection — additional right-of-way will be required

e Three traffic lanes to the west and two lanes to the east (20 ft. median and 15 ft.
sidewalks)

e Landscaping — to be developed under separate contract by city

After presenting the various options, the study team opened the floor for questions and
answers. Large scale maps were made available for review after the question and answer
period. A copy of the PowerPoint presentation and the map exhibits used displayed at the
meeting can be found in Appendix C.

2.3 Notification

Public outreach was led by ODOT staff and included a multifaceted approach to
distributing information about the public meeting including:
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e Media relations
e Website
e Direct mail

The following provides a brief description of each of these methods. Appendix B contains
copies of the news releases and other notifications.

2.3.1 Media Relations
ODOT staff developed and distributed a news release on August 2, 2012, announcing the
public meeting. A copy of the news release and related articles can be found in Appendix B.

2.3.2 Website

The public meeting was also advertised on the ODOT and City of Oklahoma City websites
(Appendix B). Additionally, materials from the public meeting were uploaded to the ODOT
website so that people could view and comment on the materials via an online comment
form.

2.3.3 Direct Mail

Finally, ODOT sent a direct mail postcard to property owners along the corridor and other
individuals who asked to be added to the project mailing list. Appendix B contains a copy
of this postcard.

2.4 Attendance

A total of 274 individuals signed in at the public meeting and 98 participants submitted
comment cards at or following the meeting. Figures 1-3 show the geographic distribution of
participants. Many of the attendees lived or worked in or near downtown Oklahoma City,
but stakeholders from other parts of the region also were represented (Figure 1 and Figure
2). Similarly, written comments were received from stakeholders throughout the region,
though the majority were submitted by stakeholders from downtown Oklahoma City

(Figure 3).
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Figure 1. Regional Geographic Distribution of Attendees

*Circles depict public participation by zip code. The larger the circle, the more people from that zip code attended the
meeting. Please note that not all participants provided zip code data.
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Figure 2. Detailed Geographic Distribution of Attendees

*Circles depict public participation by zip code. The larger the circle, the more people from that zip code attended the
meeting. Please note that not all participants provided zip code data.
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Figure 3. Geographic Distribution of Commenters (Print and Digital)

*Circles depict public participation by zip code. The larger the circle, the more comments from that zips code. Please note
that not all commenters provided s zip code data.
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3.0 Summary of Comments

ODOT received a total of 98 comment cards during the comment period, either at the
meeting or via other means after the meeting. The following summarizes the major themes
represented in the comments collected.

3.1 Major Themes

A majority of the comments reflected a desire to keep the boulevard at-grade, utilizing a
four-lane configuration and restoring the original street grid. Participants felt this alignment
provided the greatest opportunity for economic development, walkability, and could
ultimately lead to a better quality of life in downtown Oklahoma City.
People provided many reasons for restoring the grid. Several of these were mentioned
multiple times and include the following:

e Greater economic development opportunities

e Greater access to downtown and not through downtown

e Fewer traffic lanes and slower speeds will provide better bicycle and pedestrian

facilities

A majority of participants indicated a strong preference for keeping the boulevard at grade
as much as possible. They felt an elevated structure would divide the city, limit access to
businesses, and would create less desirable areas under the structures.

On other topics, respondents seemed to be more divided. While some people felt that a six-
lane boulevard would adversely affect the downtown community, others expressed the
opinion that six lanes would benefit the downtown area and be critical to facilitating traffic
flow now and in the future. Some of these individuals were commuters who felt they had
been promised a higher speed boulevard and were upset about calls for a slower, narrower
facility.

The speed on the facility was also discussed frequently. Several individuals felt that the
facility should be a slower speed facility and that it was not as important to move traffic
quickly through downtown. They felt it was more important to create places where people
would want to stop and eat, shop, and play.

Along these lines there was a great sense that the old elevated I-40 was a significant barrier
between the north and south and that its removal actually caused positive moves towards
redeveloping and cleaning up the area. They did not want to see another barrier established
where one had been removed.

Transit and, specifically, the streetcar were mentioned multiple times. Some participants
asked that the design of the boulevard accommodate the proposed streetcar as well
potential commuter rail at the Sante Fe Depot. Multiple people also wanted to see
opportunities for public art and enhancements such as landscaping all along the boulevard.
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Other comments raised by individual participants included the following;:
e Mow the area south of the former I-40 right-of-way
e Design the boulevard as a grand entrance into downtown Oklahoma City
e Include exit off Penn when traveling east
e Improve wayfinding signage to identifying local attractions
e Designate the boulevard as Business 40
e Use angle parking instead of parallel parking
e Avoid elevated structures, which provide a place for homeless to stay
e Do not designate the boulevard as Business 40
e Add a pedestrian walkway over the six-lane section of the boulevard if
e Underground the boulevard so that you can develop the property overhead
e Keep the boulevard elevated through Bricktown

Overall, participants expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to provide their
comments and suggestions.

10
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Appendix A: Sign-In Sheets





































































































































Crosstown Boulevard Project
August 21, 2012 Public Meeting Summary

Appendix B: Notifications
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Passions run deep
on boulevard plan

Relocation of Interstate 40 “through central
OKlahoma City was supposed to take six to eight
years once funding was in Place, according to a
1997 projection, Instead it togk 15 years,

A boulevard to replace the relocated I-40 will
also take longer than expected. And that’s 5 good

thing. Doing this right is more Important thando- -

Ing it quickly, - .

1-40 is a critical, nationwide ditery. The elevat-
ed portion running south of downtown was in bad
shape and hadlong passed its sell-by date, Getting

e replacement op » Which happened early this
year, was time-sensitive, Ge
open is vital as well but ot in the same way.

The relocation was slowed by disputes over the
route, neighborhood mitightion concerng and
funding shortages. Thoge delays were 3 factor in

-the relocation costing as much as three times the

ion estimate. That's a1 water
under the overpass 1ow. The new I-40 is carrying
cars and trucks; the former Toute is being dismap-
tied.

We'renot discouraged by prolonged discussions

about the boulevard, The design must be one for
the ages rather than one for the next decade, The
intensity of interest in how this plays out should be
celebrgted, not condemned,

e the freeway relocation was criticized for -

its potential adverse affects on an old railway sta-~
tion and 3 Hispanic neighborhood, the boulevard
design proposals are drawing fire for wavering
from an at-grade roadway to g partially elevated
one. About 500 People turned mit Tuesday for a
hearing on the design, That’s an incredible num-
ber and an indication of how much citizens care
about this, .

As a state Transportation Department engineer
put it, “If you want to take the time to do it right,
then take the time to gg jt right?

‘Rather than a tusgle Over aright of way, this gne

~ is about doing it the right way,

tting the boulevard

\THE OKLAHOMAN | NEWSOK.COM
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1. KAUT-MNT Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 7:00AM CT Nlelsen Audience: 14,973

Rise and Shine Oklahoma

'T"*07:04:41 AN Preview Clip He says the request for an apology "was both reasonable and in keeping

;\0 with established federal caselaw interpreting the first amendment. He says he hopes the all matter. Back to you,
.gs’@"‘h now that the old I-40 is coming down some are questioning plans for a newew boulevard in leading in to as the
(S“ I-40 CROSSTOWN has been coming down plans to connect the new 1-40 to downtown have progressed. City

AW ; leaders had a six lane elevated portion of the boulevard mainly between the area of walke$ ando! path but in the

s \"‘"\ last several weeks talk of a roundabout and the benefits it could hold for the city and that part of downtown.

P onight those in the community will have a chance to voice hild tonizens who want to have their say in the matter.

2, FOR-NBC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

S@NY and tonight those In the community will opinions. NewsChanne! 4's chellie mills Jeins us five from the

bricktown Coca Cola event center with more chellie? The meeting will happen here tonight but before we get to

hat let's talk about this boulevard versus ebat as the -40 CROSSTOWN has been coming downs plans to

onnect the new talked about a new six fane elevated portion of the boulevard mainly between the area of walker
nd Westem, and basically running along the old 1-40 path but in the last several weeks talk of a roundabout and
he benefits it could hold for the city and that part the over design concepts as officials say the the public meeting

i be held tonight between city leadersODOT and citizens who want to ve fr parking will be just south of the
oca Cola center. A formal presentation of plans will be held first before ¢ usadot officials have said the main

ssue tonight is simply whether the issue is still being looked at. The boulevard project is estimated to cost about

0-million-dollars ess this morning after a fire at her apartment overnight.

3. KFOR-NBC Television OKLAHOMA CiTY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielssn Audisnce: 42,642
NewsChannel 4 @ 6 AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$683

Caiculated Fubiicity Vaiue: $2,§4%
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $250

1of 14 \ 8/22/2012 7:48 AN

UG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 42,642
fNewsChannel 4 @ 6 AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$1,002

Calcutated Publicity Value: $3,278
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $250
**06:02:19 AM*] Preview Clip Should there be an elevafed bridge or a new roundabout that's the question
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J-{/f\o ) [**06:32:58 AM*] Preview Clip NewsChannel 4's chaliie mills joins us live from the bricktown Coca Cola
é,g'? event center with more chellie? Mti but befo we get to that let's talk about this boulavard versus roundabout

@) Fb debate. As the I-40 CROSSTOWN has been coming downs plans to connect 1-40 ko downtown have progressed.
N\ City leaders had talked about a new six lane elevated portion of the boulevard mainly betwe th of walker and

d t & | Western, and basically running along the ofd I-40 path but in the last several weeks talk of a roundabout and the

‘ RY“ benefits it could hold for the city and that part of downtown. The meeting will really look at the officials say the

roundabout portion is still being developed.

[**06:34:11 AM**] Preview Clip Free parking will be just south of the Coca Cola center. A formal ent plans

will be held first before the public discussion portion. ODOT officials have said the main issue tonight is simply

way wl be four or six lanes they say the roundabout issue is still being looked at. The boulevard project is

estimated to cost about 80-million-dollars thanks chellie. An Oklahoma teacher, accused of an Oklahoma

teacherxac having an Inappropriate relationship with a student was in court.

4. KFOR-NBC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

UG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 17,106
ewsChannel 4 @ 5 AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$360

Calculated Publicity Value: $1,080

' ' 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $75
[**05:02:38 AM**] [¥] Preview Clip Annel s ellibricktown Coca Cola event center with more chellie? The meeting
will happen here tonight but before we get to that let's talk boulevard versus roundabout debate. As the 1-40
CROSSTOWN has been coming downs plans to connect the new 1-40 to downtown have progressed. Chty
leaders had talked about a new six lane elevated portion of the boulevard mainly betwean the area of waiker and
Western, and basically running along the old [-40 path but in the last several benefits it could hold for the city and
that part of downtown. The meeting will really look at the over design concepts as officials say the roundabout
portion is still being developed. Onht between cy leaders ODOT and citizens eir y the matter. The meeting will
starts at 5:30. Free parking will be just south of the Coca Cola center.
[**05:03:48 AM™*] Preview Clip Free parking will be just south of the Coca Cola center. A formal presentation
of ans will be held first before the public discussion portion. ODOT officials have said the main issue tonight is
simply whether the roadway will be four or six lanes they say the rou iproject is estimated thanks chellie. A metro
woman left homeless this morning after a fire at her apartment overnight. It happened in the 2700 block of
Southwest 74th street at the college arrived on scene, they found heavy smoke and flames coming from the front
of a single unit in that complex.
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5. IKFOR-NBC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44 :
AUG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 17,106
NewsChannel 4 @ 5 AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$387
Calculated Publicity Value: $1,161
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $75
[**05:33:00 AM**| Preview Clip NewsChannel 4's chellie mills jeins us live from the Coca Cola chellie? The
meeting will happen here tonight but before we get to that let's talk about this boulevard versus roundabout
debate. As the 1-40 CROSSTOWN has been coming downs plans to connect the new 1-40 to downtown have
progressed. City leaders had talked about a new boulevard mainly between the area of walker and Western, and
basically running along the old [-40 path but in the last several weeks talk of a roundabout and the benefits it could
hold for the meeting will really look at the over design concepts as officials say the ut portion is still being
developed. The public meeting will be held tonight between city leaders ODOT and citizens who want to have their
say in the matter. The meeting will starts awi bcoca cola center. A formal presentation of plans will be held first
befare the public discussion portion. ODOT officials have said the main issus tonight is simply whether the
roadway will be four or six lanes they dabou project is estimated to cost about 80-million-dollars thanks chellie.
The controversy continues this merning over a high school valedictarian who is being denied her high school
diploma because she us! itlin nootbaar was the valedictomt prague high school st year. She udhe word her spee
saying ople ask her all the time what she wants to be and she said quote who the hell ows?

6"KOCO-ABC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 10:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 48,570
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Eyewitness News 5 @ 10PM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$1,167
Calculated Publicity Value: $3,501
[ 30-Second Ad Equivatency: $700
,-S‘/_;{() [**10:03:25 PM**] Preview Clip Tonight, Oklahomans got a chance to "weigh in" on a highly debated
3 ™ 1 downtown construction project. Ofifr to get public input on Oklahoma city's downtown boufevard project. O-DOT
v \}3 says it received federal approval for a six-lane boulevard. But te may change to a four-tane boulevard. 2:28 do
A they lake the parkway e highway, or would they rather have the six lane which was originaily approved 2:36
L 0\,\ O-DOT says it will have to reapply for federal iaif a presented plans for the Western end of the project the public
Q‘ has two weeks to submit written comments. W at t investigate a sexual assault on campus. A female student said
it happened early Sunday, at the "village apartment residence hall”.
7. If'\(OCO—ABC Television OKLAHOMA CiTY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 5:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 41,635
Eyewitness News 5 @ 5PM - Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$333
Calculated Publicity Value: $999
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $400
[**05:08:56 PM**] Preview Clip Thursday night a 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Hear
from you on the design for a new boulevard in downtown Qkiahoma City. It's holding a public meeting on the
project in O-DOT is involved in the design process. It's considering whether the highway should be raised g
looking at taking the highway down to four lanes instead of six. It says new development downto has tre lane
[boulevard.
8. KOCO-ABC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 16,243
Eyewitness News 5 @ 6AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$92
Calculated Publicity Value: $276
30-8econd Ad Equivalency: $145
[**06:02:21 AM**] Preview Clip We have new video ail off the track. The train smashed several parked cars.
E tw did not work for the RAILROAD. it's unclear what caused the terrible crash. But a team Is on the scene
Investigating.
9. KOCO-ABC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44 _
AUG 21 2012 6:00AN CT Niefsen Audience: 16,243
Eyewitness News 5 @ 6AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$343
gohf : Calculated Publicity Value: $1,029

30-Second Ad Equivalency: $145
[*™*06:30:26 AM**] Preview Clip Morning. A showdown over the old CROSSTOWN. New changes to the plan
for downtown, What a new boulevard coutd look fike, rape rarely causes pregnancy.
[**06:32:54 AM*] Preview Clip He was not near the plane at the time. The gereral is no longer at the base.
Re about the future of the old CROSSTOWN. There's been a lot of controversy surrounding a new downtown
boulevard. Kocao's kipaoti&kim- there could be changes to the plan?
[**06:33:13 AM**] Preview Glip Rem yes. Qriginally the plan called for a six- lane boulevard. Now ODOT
engineers think a instead. It will go right here, where crews are deconstructing the old CROSSTOWN. There is a:
Sp some controvesy about the boulevard and what will happen at the area of Reno, classen and srtia elevated
highway.
[**06:33:3% AM**] Preview Clip But some commurity leaders are against that. They say it would cut of
businesses from opening. So they are asking ODOT to come up with other options. That includes a large
roundab. If you want to weigh in on what should happen a public meeting starts at 5:30 tonight.

10. KOCO-ABC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 16,243
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Calcuiated Ad Equivalency:
$304
Calculated Publicity Value: $912
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $145
[**06:53:54 AM*] Preview Clip Two people are dead after an intense train Maryland. 21 rail cars flipped off
the track and smashed into dozens os parked cars. The two people who were killed did not work for the
RAILROAD. Eaking this morning. An apartment fire is under investigation.
[**06:54:11 AM**] Preview Clip But it's unclear what caused it. No one was injured. Y out the future of the old
CROSSTOWN. It's already slirred up a lot ofm-what are the options? Originally t pla six- lane boulevard. Now
ODOT instead. It will go right where deconstructing the old CROSSTOWN. There is also some controversy about
what will pp the area of Reno, classen and Western. O-DOT suggested a partially elevated highway. But

Eyewitness News 5 @ 6AM

1.

rF"()5:29:47 AM**] [»] Preview Clip Right now in the morning. A showdown ov
N changes to the plan for downtown, What a new boulevard could a law-maker says rape rarely causes pregnancy.

Bommunity leaders are asking for other options like a roundabout. Ing tonight at 5:30.

KdCO-ABC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 5:00AM CT
Eyewitness News 5 @ 5AM

Nielsen Audience: 8,369

Caiculated Ad Equivalency:

$82

Calculated Publicity Value: $246

30-Second Ad Equivalency: $60
er the old CROSSTOWN, New

[**05:32:27 AM**] Preview Clip It will go right here, where crews are deconstructing the old a: Sp some
controvesy about the boulevard and what will happen at the area of Reno, classen and Western. 0-DOT suggted
p but some community leaders are against that. They say it would cut off access to nsiness from opening. So they
are asking ODOT to coma up with other options. That includes a large roundabout. C meeting starts at 5:30
tonight.

-
. [KOCO-ABC Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 4:30AM CT Nielsen Audience: 6,905

Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$61

Calculated Publicity Value: $183
30-Second Ad Equivalency: §30
[**04:30:16 AM**] Preview Clip CROSSTOWN. New changes to the plan for downtown. What a new
boulevard could look like.
[**04:32:23 AM**] Preview Clip We're told the semi was rushed to the hospital. It's unclear what caused the
crash. CROSSTOWN. There's been a lot of controversy surrounding a new downtown boulevard. Koco's Kim
passoth is live.
[**04:32:40 AM*] Preview Clip Rem yes. Originally the plan called for a six-lane boulevard. Now ODOT
engineers think a four lane road will work instead. It will go rightcrar deconstructing the old CROSSTOWN. There
is a; Sp some controvesy about the boulevard and what will happen at the area of d@Westem. Q-DOT
suggested a partially elevated highway. But sorme community leaders are against that. M opening. So they are
asking ODOT to come up with other options. That includes a large if you want to weigh in on what should happen
a public meeting starts at 5:30 tonight. It will be at the Coca Cola event center in bricktown.

4:30 AM NEWS

[

13

4ot 14

L

KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 9:00PM CT
FOX Primetime News @ 9

Nielsen Audience: 38,202

Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$1,817

Calcuiated Publicity Value: $5,451

30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500
[**09:06:24 PM**] Preview Clip If to okcfox. Com/links. In the newsroom marisa mendelson f O-DOT and
city officials discuss plans fo old -40, with the Oklahoma City boutevard. But not everyone is happy about the
changefox 25's priscilla luong visited with some concerned citizens at this evening’s public meeting. Bricktown.

[**09:07:18 PM**] Preview Clip As crews dismantle i-40. Signs of progress in downtown Oklahoma City. The

Oklahoma Department of Transportation unveiled plahe old0 vard. Boulevard. David streb, director of

Y
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engineering- QDOT: asally o to connect downtown Oklahoma 02 11:02once the old highway is gone, O-DOT and
city officials old 1-40 with a four lane boulevard. Doyle brimberry, concerned citizen: 16:52 | think it will help it if it's
done co5 an stirs some concern for downtown business owners and patrons. Patrons.
) [**09:08:07 PM**] Preview Clip Eric wenger, director of public works- city of okc: 13:33 "the
JE-"i.(‘} itiefor@pedestrian access along the boulevard, something that is slower paced traffic. 13:39 doyle brimberry,
concerned citizy leav then it's fine, 18:07 Donald brimberry believes the boulevard could help revitalize@but does
not want to see more BRIDGES in the area. Area. Doyle brimberry, concerned citizan: 17:56 "once you have
QAW | these barriers in the ty, you cause problems. 18:01 18:01as O-DOT and city officials prepare to move forward,
A they ntnyone concerned to speak up now. Now. David streb, director of engineering- ODOT: 11:37 "we have to go
) \“l’\ through the process working with all the w to best design this boulevard. 11:41 anyone with questions or concerns
about the Oklahoma Clty boulevard project can visit the 0-DOT web site. We've linked it to ours, ocash in
bricktown, priscifla luong, fox-25 news. Os guilty to sexually abusing a child, but he will not spend time in prison for
1_l.t'
14, |KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 8:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 15,653
FOX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$154
Calculated Publicity Value: $462
: 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
[**08:00:09 AM**] Preview Clip Ight now on the fox 25 morning news the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation holding a public meeting on the downtown boulevard project today but not everyone is on board
with the plan. Joe griffin will have re up. Plus, ou researchers working to develop a vaccine for the west nile virus,
and they even say it's eective.
[**08:04:36 AM™] Preview Clip Don't use unconventional weapons or you could face the usmilitary. The
president's warning is the first time he publicly revealed that he would be of American military in a Syrian Civil War.
However, he says that the use of ch or biological weapons would threaten the the hawod be a red line for the us
the Oklahoma Department of Transportation looking to make big changes in yeah, O DOT is holding a public
meeting on the downtown boulevard project. However, not ewi these plans. Fox 25's Joe griffin has been following
this story for in bricktown this morning.
[**0B:05:06 AM**] Preview Clip Joe, good morning. Good morning, Liz and mark, hear it. A slight knocking of
work crews back here tearing down the old 1-40 andha where ODOT wants to put the new Qklahoma City
lboulevard which will stratch all the way over to downtown,

15. [KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
UG 21 2012 8:00AM CT Nislsen Audience: 15,653
OX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$52

Calculated Publiclty Value: $156

30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
[**08:06:04 AM**] Preview Clip If you put It at ground level four-lane, it is. Ets approved, wea're going to see
a lot of for sale signs and speculation going on int development. Now ODOT is holding a public mee(ingat the
Coca-Cola bricktown event center. Once again, right here in bricktown at 5:30. Sh weigh in on this, there's free
parking in the south parking lot.

16. KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 8:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 15,653
FOX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$61
Caleulated Publicity Value: $183
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
[**08:25:18 AM**] Preview Clip Cd minister to be a major ally in the War on Terror. He became president in
1891 and Prime Minister i9s state TV say the country's deputy Prime Minister has been put in charge of the
cabinet. All right, listeR to this, se clip used for iifting up nose BRIDGES is actually becoming popular in some
asian countries. It's said, that the cfip can be used t ery do reshape the nasal cartilage. Ouch,

50fl4 8/22/2012 7:48 Al




B e L Trv, AL L R LP S AUVALT T L UP LIV U LA L™ L LSHUPY LSS 2 D3 DUD/ UL

17. KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARIKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 8:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 15,653
FOX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$145

Calculated Publicity Value: $435
r/ 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
[**09:00:52 AM**] Preview Clip The Oklahoma Department of Transportation looking to make some

™
L@S’O"’ pretty big changes in the downtown bricktown area. A delivered project, but it's not ans, that is. Joe griffin with

6ofl4

more.
[¥*09:01:12 AM**] Preview Clip Good morning, Liz and mark. Good morning, folks at home. Ifin me, you'll

,@
-\:f'\ see the cranes are starting to pull apart the old | 40, and that's where O DOT wants t Oklahoma City boulevard.

Now they're planning on putting a six-lane overpass there to ff b business owners, they have a little bit of a
different idea. They want to see a ground level can have direct access to all the businesses in downtown and
bricktow w, okwi Representative Richard Morris who has been very active in this whole process, and he says a
Cne ground level boulevard could lead to more business development in downtown and bricktown.

18.KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 T:00AM CT Nialsen Audience: 12,214
FOX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$139
Calculated Publicity Value: $417
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
**07:00:06 AM**] Preview Clip Right now on fox d m Oklahoma Department of Transportation holding a
ublic meeting on the downtown boulevard project today but not board with these plans. Joe griffin will be live w
th a report coming up. Working to develop a vaccine for the west nile virus a nd they s ay it hasabe effective.
[**07:04:42 AM**] Preview Clip All right. Also this morning the Oklahoma dept artment of transportation
looking to make pretty big changes both in downtown and bricktown. ODOT is holding a public mee{inhk dowow n
everyone is on board with the plans. Fox 25's Joe griffin live at bricktown with more. Joe, good morning,
[**07:05:04 AM**] Preview Clip Reporter: good morning, Liz and mark and good morning, folks at home. The
point of controversy here in this spans from bricktown all of the way over to downtown. Now, what the planis is
ODOT wants to put a six-lane bridge over there to replace the [-40 but business owners want j8soing th want |
boulevard th will g Ive people access to their businesses.

19. [KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
UG 21 2012 7:00AM CT Nielsen Audlence: 12,214
0OX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$80
Calculated Publicity Value: $240
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
**07:08:00 AM**] Preview Clip What we are talking about now is a e eti-ty to pedestrians and motorists and
most importantly will not cut off south Oklahoma City where | represent and the rest of downtown and north
Oklahoma City. What happened is 40 years ago, 50 years ago when the that's what it did. So tonight at 5:30 we
will have a meeting with ODOT over here at the bricktown Coca-Cola canter and have public in u put and public
comment on it. Something that the ¢ ity governmant has brought p a ew streets that go between downtown and
ricktown. Correct.

20. KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 6,725

FOX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$208

Calculated Publicity Value: $624
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65

[**06:04:23 AM**] [[+] Preview Clip The chairman for the ciub says both women have a passion for golf and are

well-known and respected by all of the other members. The home of the a gentleman's only establishment for

early 80 years. The Oklahoma Department of Transportation looking to make some big inntown and
ricktown. Od ot is holding a public meeting on the downtown boulevard project and not everyone is on board with
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these s. griffin live in bricktown with more this morning. Joe, good morning.

[**06:04:45 AM**] Preview Clip Joe, good merning. Good morning, folks at home. This area right behind me

0 over by the harkens theater which is the old 1-40 bridge over there and ODOT wanis to knock that downther bridg

-»£/\;\ a six-lane bridge that will span from bricktown over to downtown but business owners are not too keen on th.

Sw Boulevard on the ground level giving direct access to their businesses. Businesses would like Reno.

et . | [*06:05:22 AM**] Preview Clip This afternoon the public will get a chance to voice their opinion so over at
'\\]dl the Coca-Cola bricktown events center right bricktown ODOT is holding a meeting at 5:30. They can give their

/R’/ opinions at 5:30 if yo neehere on the south side right there. Stay tuned with us this morning we will talk to s tate

. \)‘)\ representatives about all of the economic benefits of putting a ground level boulevard bricktown and what exactly

> 14 large bridge will do.

o
21.| KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 6,725
FOX 25 Morning News Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$171

Calculated Publicity Value: $513
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
[**06:32:59 AM*™*) Preview Clip Partly cloudy and temperatures r summertime standard for a while and rain
shower chances this week are smali but at least they are there. It gets a little coalsr heading Into etter so we wilt
have your full weather story in just a few minutes but now let's head back to Liz and mark. Thks o fox this moming
here the Oklahoma dept artment of transportation looking to make big changes in downtown and odo olding a
public meeting on the downtown boulevard project but not everybody is on board with ODOT'S plan. Fox 25's
Joe, good morning. Reporter; good morning, Liz and mark.

[**06:34:12 AM**] Preview Clip Now, businesses would like to see a route other than Reno and the few from
downtown to bricktown so that they can get more traffic. This afternoon the public will get the che t their opinion
on this matter over at the Coca-Cola bricktown event center over here nicktown, Able to go in there at 5:30 today
and talk to people from ODOT and hear their ideas of what we wou business owners will also be there and put
out that four lane ground level boulevard idea and stay state reps here to talk about the pro's and ¢ on's of both
ideas. Live in b griffin, fox 25 morning news. We will check back with you in 30 minutes.

22, kOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 2,765
FOX 25 Morning News AT 5 Calculated Ad Equivalency:
. $266

Calculated Publicity Value: $798

30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65
[**05:00:30 AN**] Preview Clip When he is d ue in court coming up. Plus the wes the metro looking to find a
cure. The Department of Transportation hears from the public on the downtown boulevard project. | have the
detalls. | will s how you who may get rained on today and why we may have a cooler and wetter weekend.
[**05:04:19 AM**] Previsw Clip The ruling is now on hold as the man challenges with the Alabama civil courts
of appeal. The blg changes in downtown in bricktown. ODOT is holding a public meeting on the downtown
boutevard project. However, not sverybody is on board with these plans. Fox 25's Joe griffin Joe, good morning.
[**05:04:57 ANI**] Preview Clip Over here is old I-40 The big argument is whether or not to make this a
secondary route to get in between it Oklahoma avenue all of the way down to duey and downtown. Now, after
construction crews are done knocking down old [-40 ODOT wants to create a six-lane wa owntown traffic. Local
business owners and some city council members are not keen on this idea. They prefer to see a four-fane ground
level street giving people direct ace ess to business wuld like see a route other than Reno for people to access
bricktown.
[**05:05:25 AM**] Preview Clip This afternoon the public will get the chance to voice their opinion. ODOT is
5:30 here at the Coca-Cola event center here in bricktown and there is free parking on the south ot and if you
want to hear more on this issue tune in ave Morrissette here to talk about some of the economic benefits if they
do indeed decide to m ake a ground level avenue for the boulevard project. Live in bricktown, Joe grif you in 30
minutes. Also this morning here the two men accused of going on a racially motivated shooting spree in Tulsa
returning to court in October.

23,_KOKH-FOX Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
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AUG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 2,765
FOX 25 Morning News AT 5 Calculated Ad Equivaiency:
$167

Calculated Publicity Value: $501
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65

[?*05:32:26 AM**] Preview Clip They are small but at least they are heading into this weekend and maybe a

,\\() little wetter so we will talk about that in your full forecast and y our seven-day in just a ack to Liz and mark,

Aot Thanks. Let's get to first on FOX this morning here, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is makeig
C)‘"Oss ~ changes downtown and also in bricktown. ODOT is holding a public meeting on the downtown boulevard project
_._l},\\fa but not ODOT'S plan. Joe griffin is live in bricktown. Good morning.

v [**05:33:28 AM**] Preview Clip They prefer to see a four-lane people direct access to businesses.

v Businesses wouid like to see a route other than Reno for people to access bricktown and this afr opinions. ODOT
is holding a public mesting at the Coca-Cola bricktown event center athis you w ant to show up and give your
opinion there will be free parking so you don't have to worry about any parking meters or anything like that. T to
learn more about this tune in at 7:00. We will have Representative Richard Morrissette going to economic impact
of having a ground leve! boulevard here in downtown that will stretch fr om Oklahoma avenue right o dewey over
in downtown,

24y KWTV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 10:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 112,720
NewsS @ 10PM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$1,362

Calculated Publicity Value: $4,086
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $950

[**10:08:03 PM**] Preview Clip New at ten, the controversy continues over a proposed downtown street
project. Lahoma city boulevard. The project is going up in the footprint of the old 1-40 CROSSTOWN. When plans
were first approved, the project called for building a neroanow there are some concerns that maybe it should just
be a four-lane road. This is a new opportunity but it's also bringing some challenges as far as the different options
we have to decide O-DOT will te comments on the Oklahoma City boulevard for the next two weeks. For a link to
the comment form, go to news 9 dot com and nli a senate committee launches a study to solve problems at the
state's veterans centers. Ra committee met today.

L

25. KWTV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK; 44

AUG 21 2012 12:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 32,649
News9 @ Noon Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$610

Calculated Publicity Value: $1,830
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150
. [**12:02:08 PM**] Preview Clip 21 of the train's cars flipped, and fell from a bridge, just before midnight last
\\\ night. Of those cars crushed parked vehicles, in a nearby lot. The two people killed, were on the ahe rderailed,
Q’é\ but they were not RAILROAD employess. Their names haven't been released the cause of crash still under 1] an
inspector making the rounds today, looking for mosquitos in stagnant water around the metro. It's all part of the

ainle virus.

[**12:05:33 PM*¥] Preview Clip No word on his condition right now. Later today, te over the future of the oke

).\0 boulevard project. O-DOT will discuss the $80 million dollar project at a meeting tonight, specifically if the road
,&#ﬂ should be 8, andif part of that road should be elevated. The meeting starts at 5-30, at the Coca-Cola bricktown
. events at hundreds turned out, many hoping the new boulevard will help increase traffic to businesses in that area.
/@\\-ﬁ\ N ay county, after a man's body is found, in an abandoned trailer.
(5"\1 26. KWTV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 35,393
News9 This Morning Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$233
Calculated Publicity Value: $699
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200
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[**06:14:33 AM*] Preview Clip The csx train hauling coal derailed investigators say 23 of the train's 80 cars

D_d\\ flipped over and fel m a ethe train crushed cars in a nearby parking lot. Victms were not RALLROAD employees,
but were on the tracks at the time of the accident. No word yet on what caused the crash, an sare working to
clean up the coal spilled from it. We'll keep tabs on this o] tae b Miller, news 9a breast milk depot is now open this
morning.

27. KWTV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 35,393
Newe9 This Morning Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$247

Calculated Publicity Vaiue: $741
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200

j’,v\[) [**06:34:32 ANI**] Preview Clip This is video of the pesticide spraying that's been causing controversy in the
¢ 165§ ¥ o Dallas area. The EPA warns the and bees, but says they are not harmful to people and pe swalloso far, three
people in Oklahoma have died from the virus. In the newsroom, O-DOT along with Oklahoma City officials are
-\-_,Wb hosting a public meeting tonight to unveil plans for the sialpoject. Some are upset over the proposed elevated
— iy roadway. Downtown business owners fear it will drive away hs meting will take place at the Coca Cola bricktown
DN vents center, downtown,

TV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44
UG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsan Audience: 35,393
ews9 This Morning Calculated Ad Equivaloncy:
$127
Calculated Publicity Value: $381
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200
**06:55:42 AM**] Preview Clip Police say a man was crossing the interstate when he was hit by the truck.
elicopter to ou med with life-threatening injuries. The concept designs for the downtown boulevard project will
lon O-DOT will present the design at 5-30 at the Coca-Cola bricktown events center. The 80-million doflar n the
owntown area to the river. The boulevard will go where the old CROSSTOWN ran.

29. [KWTV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 20,625
News9 Morning Early Editio Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$45

Calculated Publicity Value: $135

30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50
[**05:04:30 AM**] Preview Clip The city of Moore will spray for mosquitos tonight around 8 o'clock. The EPA
warns the chemicals are toxic to fish and bees, but not d sanother meeting is slated for tonight to discuss the
future of the contraversial Oklahoma City boulevard project. O-DOT will formally present design concepts for the
80 miflion dollp wi r center. Free parking is available in the lot south of the Coca-Cola center.

30. KWTV-CBS Telavision OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 20,625
News8 Morning Early Editio Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$30

Calculated Publicity Value: $90
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50
[**05:14:14 ANI*¥] Preview Clip That's just outside of Baltimore, Maryland. Police say 23 of the train’s 80
: Q,& cars flipped over and fell from the bridge. The two people killed were not RAILROAD employees. Crushed cars in
a nearby parking lot. The cause of the crash is still under investigation.

31. KWTV-CBS Television OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET RANK: 44

AUIG 21 2012 5:00AM CT Nieisen Audience: 20,625
News8 Morning Early Editio Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$42

,d? Calculated Publicity Value: $126

9of 14 8/22/2012 7:48 AM
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30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50
["*05:34:14 AM**] Preview Clip The outside lane of the p dwhile police investigated. The man was taken by
helicopter to ou med with life-threatening Injuries. 0-DOT along with Oklahoma City officials are hosting a public
meeting tonight to ver roject. Some are upset over the proposed elevated roadway. Downtown business owners
fear it will igt's meeting will take place at the Coca Cola brickiown events center, downtown.,

. |KJRH-NBC Television TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59
AUG 21 2012 10:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 32,241
2 NEWS AT 10 Caiculated Ad Equivalency:
$3,810
Calculated Publicity Value: $11,430
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450
[**10:16:45 PM**| Preview Clip Taking a safety course is a very good idea. And be sure to get a good
helmet. You want to look for one that's been approved by the Department of Transportation. Deana silk 2rews
works for you. Breaking news, au has its backup quarterback for landry Jones, as bob stoops rings the bell,

33. KJRH-NBC Television TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59

AUG 21 2012 6:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 18,385
2 NEWS TODAY 6 AM Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$57

Calculated Publicity Value: $171
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $100
[**06:47:53 AM*] Preview Clip 21 of 80 train cars flipped over and fell from a bridge. Two people who were

' on the tracks at the time were killed. Their identities haven't been released, but we're told they were not
Q&l\ RAILROAD employees. Vehicles parked in a lot near the bridge were crushed when the railcars fell. The train was
hauling coal.

34. KOKI-FOX Television TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59

AUG 21 2012 9:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 36,133
Fox 23 News at 9 Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$620

Calculated Publicity Value: $1,860
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $600
[**09:25:58 PM**] Preview Clip But some good news tonight, car thefts* are at a 44-year low. JetBlus" is
\3&&5\ being forced to "pay-up", after officials say, the alrline violated a "passenger rights bill. The Department of
Transportation”, implemented new rules in 2010, to make sure passengers aren't stuck on a delayed plane for
hours. The rules require jetBlua*to tell passengers every "30 minutes”, they may leave*the plane, if it's 30 minutes
past® the departure point. JetBlue did not*follow those rules in March* when a flight was delayed nearly 3 hours.

35. KOKLFOX Television TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59

AUG 21 2012 9:00PM CT Nielsen Audience: 36,133
Fox 23 News at 9 Calculated Ad Equivalency:
$480

Calculated Publicity Value: $1,440
: 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $600

[**09:32:03 PM**] Preview Clip Gets cramped, my legs start burning. “For people sick of airports or air

. traveNZe train is always another option. Here, on an Amtrak train, the seat pitch Is about 40 inches. In a car
) there ate many factors but with the front seat pulled back, the seat pitch is about 32 inches. And things aren't that

%

glamorous or spacious here in The White House briefing room.

36. KOKI-FOX Television TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59 :
AUG 21 2012 10:00AM CT Nielsen Audience: 11,527

GREAT DAY GREEN COUNTY Calculated Ad Equivalency:
' $33

Calculated Publicity Vaiue: $99
30-Second Ad Equivalency: $70

3
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OKC boulevard i
public meeting focus

. BY MICHAEL KiMmBALL

- Staff Writer
r'nklmball@opubco.corn

OKlahoma City’s down
- town boulevard — specifi-
© cally whether it should be
, four or six lanes wide and
. how the tricky western
! end will be developed —
E will be the topic of a public
i meeting Tuesday evening
. in Bricktown,
i Themeeting was sched-
. uled for the state Tyang-
; portation Department to
© satisfy a federal funding
. Tequirement as officials
. Comsider naitowing the
. planned boulevard  from
six tofour Janes,
But it also is a conve-
nlent time to discuss yn-
folding studies on the
! Western stretch of the
; Doulevard,  department

- spokeswoman Terri Angier -

i said. .
| What is planned

what the boulsvard would .

! | - 1ook like. depending én the
: - mumberof Ighes it has;

' Presentationg

| Western portio

. boulevard will follgw,

A short qestioh-ands’

answer session with engi-

. Deers and ‘planmers will
t end the meeting,

| public %Il have two weeks

| to submit written com-

| ments about the number
* of lanes to be built,

Transportafion officials

will include a summary of

the commernts and any en-

i gineering studies shared

' by the city to formulate

- Mgﬁ\“} their récomnmendation,
Qubnl A’ recommendation to

change the number of

"E_. M0 Crosstoun

— Recapeabn /B
--'-_—_'-__
T

portion -of - the

lanes would require federal

approval,

Evolving boulevard .
Original plans for the
boulevard, which will re-
Place the former elevated
Crosstown Expressway,
were formed more than a
decade ago and called for it
to be six lanes wide,
" But support has grown
for a narrower boulevard
that ‘will be mome

Pedestrian-friendly, Ad--

vocates say four lanes
more likely wor
e of mixednise

“HIFIts folig o b four,
we. have to officially get

-public input agajn” Angier
said. '

Angier stressed that for
comments fo be docu-
mented by transportation

officials they must be sub-

mitted in writing after the
meeting, :
Preliminary plans to
have at least part of the
western strefch of the
boulevard elevated have
triggered an Intense public
discussion simitlar to the
one that broke out years
4go regarding the number

PIa

- of lanes,

. Angier said people
should expect that discus-
sion to play out much like
the one about lanes,

¥  Oklahoma City
policymakers signal they
want a particular kind of
road, there ‘'will be more
meetings with chances for .
formal input as time goes
on, she said, _
West end study |

Oklahoma Gity Pubiic
Works Director Eric Wen-
ger’s piésentatior] Tuesday

‘will focus on ideas for the

western end,

Inthat area, the planned
boulevard. goes through g
complicated series of jn-
tersections between the
downtown core and whers
it will intersect Interstate
40. ' '

Preliminary plans cgli
for parts of that stretch of
Toad to be elevated, which
some transit and develop-
ment advocates say would
be a mistake.

At the direction of the
Oklahomg City Council,
officials are looking for a
consultant to study op-
tions for the western end
of the boulevaid,

City spokeswoman
Kristy Yager said the study <
should e complated .
sometime this fa]],

- THEOKLAHOMAN | NEWSOK Con
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* “Urban revivalist brings

-ﬁfervor to boul

A casual listen by an
uninformed observer at
" Farmers Public Market
. last week might have
. conchided he or she was
| stepping into an old-
i fashioned revival with all
' the cheers that rose up in
' thevastroom.
A crowd of mote than
- 350 gathered to hear ur-
* ban evangelist John Nor-
. quist, the former Mil-,
* waukee mayor, deliver a
harsh-rebuke to hlghway
{ engineers,
The cause that. drew
such d crowd is the ongo-
ing debate over plans to

- downtown boulevard
I elevated between Western
and Walker avenues, The
hlghway erigineers say the
desipn js necessary to -
accommodate tens of
thousands of drivers they
-] expect to.use the street as
‘. arampinand gut of
downtown off the hew
| Interstate 40.
& Those opposed to the
plan — the advocacy
group Friends for a Better
Boulevard — argue the
elevation will coritinme
the blighting of the area
around the Farmers Mar-
ket that began when the
originalelevated highway
was conistructed in1066.
Norquist, autlior of the

I.“w €105 St
'“Recmmfaq/ Blud,

build a highly antieipated

Steve
Lackmeyer

slackmeyer@
ppubcoicom.

book “The Wealth of
Citles” and prestdent of
the Congress for the New
Urbanism, is seen as an
urban planning dvange- |
list. As mayor of Mil-
waukee, he champi_oned
downtown housing, the .
revamping of codes and
roning, making streets
more walkable; and led in
the destruction of a one-

Juile streteh of an eievated
* highway.

Aftér 4 warm-up -
speech:given by Ward 2
Councilman Ed Shadid,
hiriself an opponent of

. the elevated downiown

boulevard, and similar
remarks expressed by
Ward 6 Gouncliwoman
Meg Salyer; Norquist

. stepped up to the poditm

and delivered a history of

. highiway design that he

traced back to a self-
professed Commumist, He
then proceeded to present
one city case study affer
another where engineers
predicted traffic chaos if

thelr plans weren’t fol~
lowed, only to see the
opposite when elected
leaders chose to empha-
size walkability and nrban
design over the fast flow
of traffic,

" Uiban areds, Norquist
argued, need to have traf-

© fic slowed if they are to be

developed, -
#You don't niged these )

‘big roads jammed into

where you héve a lot of
people” Norquist, lecr
tured He thendetailed

pldn by traffic-engineers,
one approved by his pred-
ecessor, that would have

- ended pedestrian cross-
.ings along the busy Lake-

shore Drive.
i1t 1% 0 cool that the

" pedestrians’can ¢ross a

Street with 200,000 vehi-
clés & day — it’s too bad
the vehicles have t wait *

: "N01qulsfc_ said to a loud

cheer.

“T’s a béantiful day —
jnét wait, What's your
rish? It's the city. i you
don’t like it, you can go
out to the suburbs and eat
at Olive Garden instead?”

At this moment the
crowd went nuts,

- When Norquist added:
“The city doesn’t bow to

you,’ one Iiight have

vard tal

assumed many in the
crowd were on the’ verge
of a religious-conversion,
The debate over the
design of the downtown
boulevard likely will con--
tinue fo: weeks if not
manths, Driving away

‘f.rom this revival, Twas - .

stirprised to see the old .
Farmers Public Market i

‘a new-contaxt — at night,

with its facade. accenhl- -
ated by the Warm, glow— ‘
ing lights from {He room
where Nerqmst spoka,

A series of store fronts,
most of them boarded up,
lined the streets leading
back into downtown. The
sidewalks were cram-
bling, and thers wiate no-.
streetlights to make one
feel as if this short dis-
tance back into down-
town could be traveled in
anything but thé safety of -
one's-car w1th the doors
locked. This s an area
where street engineers
have not fotused their
atterition in a very long
time, "

41f you own real estate
in the corridor, work in
the corridor, live in the
corridor — what’s golng
to add value?” Norguist
asked toward theend of
his speech. “And if it
doesn’t do that, it’s not
worth doing”
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r seniors who won't drive -

hterstate to cross Oklahoma City,

; They use Reno, 36th or 63rd streets,

i depending o which part of the city they

i Neéd to reach, A new boulevard foliowing -

I the path.of the oid overhead highway
would be great for afl of Us. | miss seeing
thé beautiful skyfine of downtown at
night; a bread boulevard through down-
town would helb to handle so much of
the traffic before and after events in the

grand boulevard with
aped lawns paralleling it.
Beyond the green areas would be apart-
ments, business zonas and condos, |t
would be a perfect backdrop for Parades
with room for temporary bleachers and
parking. In deference to Oldahoma’s heri-
tage, there could be Spots along the way
for dedicated homage to oyr Native
I Americans, the 45th Infantry Division and
| great Oldahomans such as Gordon Coop- :
er, Jim Thorpe and our Mmen and women Ce
who served In wars, A great name for
such a great street could be *Oklahoma
Promenade” because it would represent
\ all of our state and will belong to us af
\ Leo.l(usqhner_eit,' Midwaest City

,<5UN
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MODERN ROUNDABGUTS g

In fésponse tp Neal McLaughIfn.(YoLj_r )
Views, Ayg, 4: The obsoleta traffic cirdfe
WIth 10 jegs jo not,whéf’é'ﬁeing advocat-
ed, McLauthn Is correct in Stating that
tha configuration Isn't Workable, by that

unimagfnati\(e.conﬁgu ation was gne

Sions that oceyr and the approach
Spheeds arg lower thap, intersectiong with
Streets at 9p degreas, My Primary con.-
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live in that areq SOme day, pt not If the
arMer’s-Market area FeMaIns I jtg ¢y

| rent state I don't hefieye many people

vard design,
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OKLAHOMA GAZETTE - AUGUST 8, 2012 + 85

A discussion regarding traffic management, urban planning, benefits of
Highway-to-Boulevard conversion, roundabouts, and other at-grade
alternatives both in relation to the OKC Boulevard and to the city as a whole.

Speakers will include 1988-2004 Milwaukee Mayor John Norquist, who led the
conversion of an above-grade highway to a successful at-grade revitalization
project, and Ourston Engineering President Mark Lenters, who has de-
signed some of the most internationally acclaimed roundabouts in the world.

HOSTS

Prasident and CEQ, Ourston Engineering Councitman, Councitwoman,
Congress for the New Urbanism Madison, Wi Wazd 2 Ward 6

at the historic

311 8. Klein Ave,
* Info Fair begins at 5 PM
« Program begins at 6:30 PM
- * Refreshments Available
& ,’-‘ Sponssosed by Fridnds for a Belter Baulevard Facebook Group

OHLAHOMA GAZETTE » AUGUST A, 2012 « ¥
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AAHNGH CORNHAN

8Y CLIFTON ADCOCK

Amid growing controversy over a planned
deventown boulevard, Oklaboma City
officials wilt hire a consultant w examine
competing opduns for dealing with a
propused elevated section of the thor
oughbare. Meanwhile, the Olilahoma
Pepariment of Transportasion hus ser
anAug, 21 public mecting o discuss che
bottlevard project, while a group opposed
to she would-be devared secrion on
Monday witl hald a town hall-style meer
ing on che matger,

Cisy Public Weslo Director Eric
Wenger and ity Plannivg Dirceror
Ruzssell Claus updased the Oklaboma
Ciity Council on dhe boulevasd project
at the hody’s July 31 meeding, Wenga
reviewed five areas of consiruction thas
will be buile on the eisring duhe of way
of the old Interszate 40 crasstown.

Fanded by the fedaral governmen,
the $80 million boulevard is schedoled for
compledion by 2014, At that time, owier-
ship of it — with the exception of the
onduff connecrions 1o [0 — would he
turaed over o e cley,

The praject has come under scratiny
by some city officials aad business own-
ers opposed 1o a plan thar would elevae
part of the boulevard around Westera,
Classen snd Rena, While QDO con-
wehds the design iy necessuy © ger uaf-
fic effictently in and out of downtown,
detractors say it wauld craate a basrier
lor businesses and property owners west
of that fvcation and cau thers off from
downtown development.

Oine group. Friends for a Better
Dozl
mundaliont w keep the boufevard at
grade and let it imeniect with the other
sirets, The organization will have a town
halt meeting on the issue at 6230 pan.
Mondiy at the Okldhoma Ciry Farmers

rd, has inwead pushed for a

Public Mirke, 311 5. Klein,

Meamwhite, ODOT has announced
it wilt host a public meesing at $:30 pa.
Aug. 2 at the Coea-Cola Bricktown
Bvemts Cenrer, 423 B, California Ave,
Thiar event will include a formal presenta-
tion ef boulevard design conceps, witha
focus on a change that takes it from the
original six-fane pla oo its current four-
fane design.

Huriag kst week’s Cliy Couneil
presenzation, Wenger said thar change
stemmed directly from the ciy work-
ing closely with OLYOT engincers un
the proposa,

‘Bridpe’ section
The mast controversial aspeez of the
boudevard concerns the so-called Inidpe
section crossing Wessern, Clasen, Rene
and Sharel.

Dring the conncit ecting, Wenger
said 2 propased bridge over chose streets
might fearure a vertical retaining wall,

The Anal desiga s still mdcrcrmined,
hawever, and ODOT has indicmed it
also is considdering a roundabour option.

That possibility would &z complica-
ed becawse it would fearure 10 Tegs, cight
of which would be considered critical
screets, and two of which wmild be for
Western Avente — a major arcery ingo
and ow of downtown,

Wenger said another option, an
clevated rowndabour, ennld complicate
clforis, as well,

Clans wold council memers that
when planners wers looking at develop-
aent aronnd the boulevard, they primar-
ily fecused on the arez from Olklalioma
Avenue to Walker Avenue, and didn't
look much at the area around Westera,
Classen and Reno,

Claus added that the Core 1o Shoze
plary, which ains 1 revitalfze dhe area
from downtown 1o the Oklahoma River,
was based on the assumprion thay QDT
already had decided on a bridge 2 dhe

Two public meetings
are scheduled te
address the planned
boulevacd,

Western, Chissen and Reno area.
Moreover, e said he is concemed
that a rewaining wall could hamper futire

redevelopment bevween the western side
of the boulevard and downtown.
Claes added, fowever, that sach rede-

velnpment Lkely would be decades awy:

“1 don't think the redevelopment is so
much impacted by what is there at this
point in time, as ether the context there
and the weparation From dawneown,” he
said, “Then's soo nsuck ‘no mean's laad” i
bewweeen the Farmers Market and down-
1o, Bt i's bmporane il onee we do
vac!l;p the west end of downtoswvn, dhae
connection is able to e made there”

Claus also exprossed concerns thata
10-lep, rntmdabout wonld probable be on
complicaied o pull off, aithough aprions
other than & bridge conld be viable,

Ward 2 Counctliman Fd Shadid,
¢kichoma City Public Farmers Marker
owner Burt MeAnally and several ocher
chtizens eivouraged the coundl wo consid-
¢2 other aptioss tli wenld alfow future
development.

iz the end, the council ﬂgu"\‘d.
Wenger and City Manager Jim Couch
said city siifwoukd scek an vuside con-
suhant to explore options that could then

be submitted o OO, BIEE

(40 Crosstouwin ) Blv‘aq,____
Dt
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~With thi dermotition of the old Inter-

| state 40 downtown, many good suggest-

‘ ighs-have been made conceiming the_

| planned replacernent boulevard. While

! Chesapeake Energy Arena isa ﬁr_gt-class
facility, I've seen nothing concerning a

. staging area for taxis, limos and fans to

- drop off people and pick them up. West

i Reno, which runs on the north side of the

" arena, is the normal staging area for taxis

 and limos. But many times during the

 reqular séason and every timeinthe

| playoffs, Reno was shut off for fan activ-

! ities. The drivers have no idea what to*

" expect or what the police are enforcing

on any particular night: :

For exarnple, one night we arrived to
find Reno blocked off so the driver went
over to EX. Gavlord. Qur group got out of
the vehicle to discover a motorcycle offi-

- cer with three vehicles stopped. It was a
taxd, limo and mother dropping off teen-
agers. He was writing tickets the mo-

I ment anyone got out of a vehicle. The

+ officer had his hands full and didn't notice.

' us. | approached him and askéd where

i the drop-off area for the game was. He

| BOULEVARD PLANNING

: ; .said, "Not here” The same thing hap-

I pened a block north a few games later. |
hope this is taken into consideration
when plafining the boulevard onthe

. south side of thearena. -
: Ctaig Blankenship, Edmond
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ROUNDA OUT PLAN INSAN
i Regarding “Group questions roung
iabout plan” (Business, July.28); I've i
'with roundabouts I both Néw Jerse

{and off safely. Thay're based.on obsglate” -

traffic téchnolagy dating to the 1930s. -,

i The ones fve seen connected four tharas:, -
oughfares and were dangerous whe o e
‘busy. e e
. Theonesy YOt
: j vard in d
to! ant

lda's Clearwater Begch’put in 5
EWIURLAbout connedfing five bugy.”
“Poutes'and the accident Yaite waht up: -

substantially. When they added a fovely -

1 and dramiatic fountain to the cénter, the

ﬁﬁaccfdent‘ rate increased exponentially.

! “They had to take it out — a wonderfy '

i use of taxpayer dollars,

Neal McLaughlin, OCklahoma City
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/At crowns many
cities’ roundabouts

BY MICHAEL KIMBALL

i Staff Writer

mkimball@apubco.com

If the planned down-
town OKlahoma City grand
boulevard includes a
roundabont or traffic eircle
aspart of efforts tokeep the
road at ground level, it's
going to create some prime
redl estate for a potentialiy

. iconic piecs of public ait, .

The boulevard, which

will replace the old align-,
. ment of the nferstate 40

Crosstown  Expressway
bridge, is intended to be &

| magnet for development as
" it bigects Oklshoma City's

urban core between dowh-

town and the Oklalioma -

© Rivet; Studies are under

way.Tiow to determine if
the road can De kept at
ground level as it passes
through ‘a conplicated se-
ries of intersections, and
some of the {deas o keep it
at~-grade include at least
one largsé roundabout or
traffic circle.

Some -of the world’s
most recognizable land-

marks, including the Are

de Triomphe in Paris, are
the centerpiecés of round-
abouts and trafiic circles,
The chance to get staited
on something umique to
Oklahoma City in sugh a
setting is enticing to local
public art advocates:
#Roundabolits particu-
larly, [ always feel as if the
art is springing forth from
the ground, and you can't
helpbut to notice it and see
it sald Debby Williamms,
director of the state's At in
Public DPlaces program.

| #These are just spaces that,

beg for attention?”

Downtown gateway
The ares near where the
old Crosstown bridge
comes in near Reno and
Western  avenues and
Classen Boulevard is the
most likely candidate for a

’S/_ WO Cessown

PHOTO PROVEIZ:!EQ BY HAROLD MILLER, DOWNTOWN INDIANAPOLIS INC.

ropndabout or traffic cir-

¢la on the boulevard; {f one’

is used. Becanse of the
placement, it could serve
as a gateway Info the
downtown area for people
nsing the bonlevard.
suchaforai point witha
voidin the middle fs anob-
vious candidate for an eye-
catehing bitof public art or
landscaping.” |,
“They're placeholdérs
that call for moré in anr-
ban enviroiment, and- we
want to fill those things
up? said Robble Kienzle,

Oklahoma Gity’s aris and

cultural affairs liaison. #As
a commundty, it shows our
growth. - It shows  what
we're reaching for?

Kienzle satd there ave’

examples ¢f similay cen-
terpieces in other pitles
across the country. One is
Indianapolis, which fea-
tures the284-foot Seldiers
and Sailors Monument in
the middle of a traffic cir-
cle in thie urban core.”

The Indiana government
estimates the modern-day
coustructon cost of the
110-year-old monument to
be about 3500 milllon, so
gotriething that wmassivé
isi’t likely to soon grace
Oklahoma City's skyline.
But the way the monument
serves as a beacon Is what
could serve the region's
cultural interests.

—@ Qﬂ\,\e\;\ra/ %Jd&ﬂ'

D

Tt gerves people well to
‘have thet (space) used as a
canvas or as 4 pedestal for
sculpture)’ Williams satd.

Sorngone will have to pay
for whdtever would go in

i+ the middle of the round-

about, of course. The space

wouldit be eligible for an_

OKlghoma Gity program to
spend 1 percent of the an-
rmal clty construction bud-
wet on art in public places
unless it's designated as a
park, Kienzle said, so fund-
ing would need to come
from somewhere else.
“Certainly it would bea
publi¢-private  philan-
thropic-effort;’ she said.
But the potential to add

-density to 4 growing arts

commmnity, especially in
cenfral Cklahoma City,
could be emough to bring
donors and political will in
line. The Skydance Bridge
and Devon tower are two
new lcons in the city, and
burgeoning arts districts

are nearby, Adding anoth--

er big piece of public art to
the city could make for an
fmportant investment in
the city's cultural future,
1 think it all works to-
gether to create this really
artful environment;” Wil-
Harns said. “And that con-
tributes to qualify of life,
but it also leads to eco-
nomic development, from
visitors and citizens!
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/ Oklahoma Clty ébuncil Fends Off Highway-Like Highway
" Replacement S

by Angie Schmitt

» When Oklahoma City announced plans in 1998 to tear down the I-40 Crosstown Expressway near downtown,
- they envisioned a grand, tree-lined, at-grade boulevard that would help improve development prospects in the
. already resurgent “Core to Shore” area between downtown and the Oklahoma River, The route would be part of

the planned five-mile streetcar corridor, buttressed by a 40-acre “central park” fit for the capital, the largest city

- in the state.

- But the state Department of Transportation had something different in mind. This spring, with the demolition of
- 1-40 underway, city officials learned that ODOT wasg planning to replace much of the highway not with a

picturesque boulevard, but with a partly elevated highway.

‘That plan did not sit well with some top-ranking city officials. The Oklahoman reporied a few weeks ago that all
eight City Council members have come out against ODOT’s proposal for an elevated roadway. “You’re going to
create the problem you set out to solve,” City Council Member Ed Shadid told Streetsblog, “A boulevard is by
definition at-grade.”

fype bou

City planners' concept for the boulevard to
replace Oklahoma City's I-40 Connector. Image:

OKC.gov

Many businesspeople along the route are also disappointed. Gary Gregory, manager of the local branch of global
real estate giant Collier International, told the Oklahoman: “There is a reason this area became blighted, and it’s
the barrier that was built: the Crosstown Expressway,”

Yesterday, the City Couneil told the local public works department and the Oklahoma Department of

i Transportation to go back to the drawing board. To their credit, ODOT is listening. The city and the state DOT

have agreed to liire a private consultant to draw up alternatives that will make the road more bike- and
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" pedestrian-friendly.

Steve Lackmeyer, a long-time reporter with the Oklahoman, described the situation as “a divide between
traditional road design and modern urban planning.” -

“The Oklahoma Department of Transportation is in the business of building roads and bridges,” Lackmeyer
wrote. “By nature, these engineers seek to expedite traffic so that roads can handle a large volume of motorists
driving at high speeds.”

« A dvocates of an at-grade boulevard ... [are] pleading with the city council to stand its ground in this battle, to
insist highway engineers abandon their elevated roadway design and create a road that fits the ‘new’ mindset
where pedestrians are given equal consideration with motorists,” he continued.

This controversy could have been avoided, Shadid said, if ODOT had conducted a sepatate environmental
review process, including a public comment petiod, for the $85 million elevated “houlevard” project. Instead,
ODOT treated the boulevard as just a “mitigating factor” n the $600 million highway teardown project. So no
public meetings were held on ODOT’s design, and city leaders didn’t hear about the plans until May.

ODOT Engineer David Streb told Streetsblog they simply hadn’t reached the point of environmental review yet.
He said his agency is willing to work with the city.

«ODOT does not want to build something that the city of Oklahoma City does not want,” he said emphatically.

Tension between cities and state DOTs has been a consistent theme in highway removal projects across the
country. Just last week, we reported that the road that will replace New Haven'’s soon-to-be-tom-down elevated
Route 34 has come under fire for favoring automobile throughput at the expense of pedestrian safety. In that
case, the original vision had to overcome car-oriented state and federal design standards, and engineers are still

. insisting on preserving an excessive number of lanes for cars. Similar complainis have dogged Cleveland’s

highway-to-boulevard West Shoreway project, which was scaled back dramatically by the Chio Department of
Transportation.

Of the three state agencies, Connecticut’s has proven more adaptable to thinking in terms of vability than
Ohio’s, and based on the sarly thetoric from its engineers, Oklahoma DOT might be the most flexible of them all.

W Angie Schmitt is a newspaper reporter-turned planner/advocate who manages the Strestsblog Networlk

. from glamorous Cleveland, Ohio. She also writes about urban issues particular to the industrial Midwest at

Rustwire.com.
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Perplex city counci

[PAGE 18] Okfalioma City'ﬂouqqﬂmémbers;

a lmowlfédged"l‘uésday thiey may have 5 don’
flict with 10 easy answers ag they weigh plang
for a downtown boulevard. ;
| Should it he elevated to accomimodate vehjpy-

Ic Or at-grads to encourage develop- "

STEVE I.ACKMEYER, STAFF WRITER

ERP—

tween \Nest‘elil and Walker Avenues, as shown In this drawing lookir g

DRAWIHG FROVIDED
- i ye: rtatlort. )
town boslevard Départrent of Transpo .

i An elevatad down the Oklahoma Dep \

AT ted by

west, {5 advoca .
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'OKC SEEKS OUTSIDE ENGINEER

TOSTUDY BOULEVARD OPTIONS

" BY STEVE LACKMEYER

. Business Writer
. slackmeyer@opubco.com

Oklahomia City Council

members are secking to

. hire an independent traffic

i engineer to exarnine pos-

sible options for bullding a

. new downtown boulevard

at grade instead of it being

| elevated. ‘a3 proposed by

the Oklahoma Depariinent
of Transportation.

Staté highway engineers
¢ listented but said nothing
~ as cpuncil members-ques-
‘ tHoned City Manager Jim
i Gouch and Public Works
Divector FEric Wenger
about the state’s plans to
build an elevated’ boule-
vard in the same path as
the recently removed ele-
vated Interstate 40 be-
: twiéen Western and Walker

Avenues. '
“Thig isn’t a project that
began yesterday, Wenger
told the commcil. “It began
back in 1995 when there
was a project study ap-
proved. .., Downtown has
uridergone a lot of change,
' We had the original MAPS
-completed, we have Pro-
-ject 180, we have Maps 37
Wenger acknowledged
the conflict involved in de-
signing aroad that doubles
as a freoway and a pedes-
trian-friendly bonlevard
that will spur new devel-
opment in blighted areas
south of downtown.
“When we talk about
the boulevard, it's more
than a mew bypass for
1-40! he satd. “It’s a new
entrance for downtown?”

The Oklahoma Departhmt of Trané.por-tation advocates building the new down-
town boulevard as an elevated roadway crossing Classen Boulevard as shown in

this drawing.

Mayor Mick Cornett
was among those askdng if
the elevated sections at the
west and east boulevard
connections to the new
1-40 can be shortened.
Cornett said he foresees a
time when both areas will
develop and need more at-
grade access. ‘

“The sooner we can get
it to grade for a potential
intersection, the better off
for fuhire generatioms it
will be Cornett said,

No man’s land

Planning Director Rus-
sell Claus urged that the
area surrounding the his-
toxic Farmers Market at 311

S Klein not be cut off from
the fhnnlavard.

“There i too much no
man’s land between Farm-
ers Market and down-
town;” Claus said, “It’s
important that pnce we do
develop the west side of
downtown that the con-
nection can be made. I do
have a concern about a
concrete wall as a barrier)

Burt McAnally, owner of
TFarmers Market, echoed
Claus’ comments, adding
he has worked torevive the
landmark without any as-
sistance from the city.

“Anytime you have ele-
vated highways or boule-~
vards, you end up with
blight)! McAnally- sald.
“Drive up and down the
old path of the highway
and tell ine what you see.”

DRAWING PROVIDED

One solution proposed
by the advocacy group
Irjends for a Better Boule-
vard — a roundabout at
Western Avenue — at-
tracted lttle support by
the council other than
Ward 2 Councilman Ed
Shadid.

Clans told the council he
doubted one roundabout
would work, but suggested
a pair of roundabouts or
other options might allow
for theboulevard to remain
at grade,

Wenger, meanwhile, ac-
Imowledged the boulevard
could be built at grade by
maintaining a curvent drop
in the roadway path as it

SEE ENGINEER, BACK PAGE

'Engineer: Traffic flow, city

o growth patterns

-

‘‘‘‘‘

e Issues

FROM PAGE 1B

approaches Douglas Ave-

- nue, -

. Asthe council agreed to
instruct Couch to hire a

* traffic engineer to report

possible at-grade alterna-

tives for the boulevard,
they also cautioned prop-
exrty owners and protesters
that a compromise may be
the likely outcome.

“It’s a true conflict”
said Meg Salyer, whose
Ward 6 includes the bou-

evard, “We have two
-competing issues. We do

need to move traffic, yet
we Dhave very legitimate
wrban planning policies
and fundament issues to
address o keep up with
future development?

Ot
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" The Oklahoma Depart-

. ment of Transportation is
[ in the business of build-

ing roads and bridges. By

natie, these enigineers.
seek to expedite traffic so
that roads can handle a

large volume of motorists ‘

driving at high speeds. .

This is how it has been
since the _adver_lt of the
Interstate Highway Sys-~
tem in 1956, When the
state’s thhway engineers
sought in the: mid-1990s -
to rebuild Interstate 40
south of downtown, they
approached the project -
with the same concerns
and forcefully pushed for
relocating it a few blocks
south of the central busi-
ness district slong an old
rail line,

Times, however, were.
changing, City leaders,
including Mayors Ron’
Norick and Kirk Ham-
phreys, fought against the
new aligninent, arguing
roads are about more than

moving traffic = they can

help, and hwt, devel-
opment of thie § inner city,

The city lost that fight
As part of the plan, the
state Transportatlon De-
partment included a bou-
levard that would replace
the old highway align-
ment and maintain access
to downtown.

Now, as state hlghway
engingers are about to let

; out construction bids for.

the road, they're encoun~
tering a buzz-saw of crit-
icism that the road will

kill developmnent south of
the road by Classen Bou-

¢ levard and will recreate
" the old highway barriers

T4 cosom,,,

. "‘Qewecﬁfp/?)\ua |
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. that blighted the area a

road design gave way to

Steve;' |
Lackmeyer

slackmeyer@ '

; opubco com'’

haif-century ago.
The highway engineers
and city éngineers, in- .

+ cluding @ity Manager ]un

Couch, don't i

, 'mtemews that they ifi=

‘derstand why people are
opposing plans to yebuild
five blocks of the boule-

- vard asan glevated road— '

Way. State highway engi-
neeys, in parhcular note
they’re only proceeding .
with plans promised to
the public in1998.

But let’s go back to

- 1698, Lower Bricktown

did not exist. Devon En-
ergy Center did not exist.
The Chickasaw Bricktown
Ballpark and the Brick- -
town Capal did not exist.
There was no Chesapoake
Energy Arena, no plans
for a new ¢convention
center, no plans for a
“Core to Shore park;” and
what we now know as
Film Row was then the
city’s skdd row.

Even when the designs
for the new highway and
boulevard were unveiled,
Humphreys and the city
council fought it for
months afterward.

Downtown changed.
The public’s buy-in on
moving traffic being the
top consideration in any

, mme

Uowntuwn G homa City T 1598, as shown in this

urpese

photo, was very"dlfferent from what it'is in 2012

debates over balancmg
véhiéuldr traffic with
pedestyian.access: The
stubborn insistenice’on
-one—wayistreets down-

e way as the city
ing | fnsisted the -
stréets be converted to
two-way traffic.

Changes, questions_
Indeed, the city is in
the nndst of a dramatic
transformation of down-
town streets dubbed Pro-
ject 180 that will, in time,

.ellminate most of down-

town's one-way streets
and even add dedicated
bicyele Ianes.

But city engmeers ask

' how far is too far? They

point to traffic congestion
at the new Interstate 40
and Western Avenue and
sugpest it’s time to re-
emphasize accommodat-
ing vehicular traffic, To
not do so, they ask, is the
city not setting itself up
for access issues that
could hurt continued
downtown development?
Advocates of an at-

PHOTO PROV!DED BY GEORGE FL WILSDN

- grade bowlevard arg‘ue T

Project. 180 angd the new .
I-4¢ are not done, and
such ]udgments are pre-.
mature, They'te pleading
with the eity coimnéil to

. stand its ground in this

" battle, to insist highway -
engineers abandon their
elevated roadway design
and create a road that fits
the “new"” mindset where
pedestrians are given :
equal ednsideration with
motorists,

This debate, brewing
the past several weeks, .
will hit the public stage at
today’s Oklahoma City
Council meeting, in
which Couch, city engi-

. neers and state highway -
engineers will pitch their
case for an elevated road-
way to a skeptical council
and advecates for an at-
grade boulevard, Don’t be
surprised if representa-
tives from the Federal

Highway Admitiistration, - -

o »potentla!ly the ultimate
judge and jury in the de-
bate, are quietly listéening -
from the back TOWS. :
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litical support for altering
the current bridge design.
“Based on ODOT’s own

© traffic count. system, {the
' 94,000 vehicles aday)is the
* same number of vehicles per
. day as the old"T>40 cross-
" town was carrying In 20009/’

Kemper said. “Either their
" numbers are wrong or Okla-

homa City is getting two

crosstown expressways”

. Evans said thetraffic es-
" timates yvepresent standard
highway design formulas.

“Anytime we build a
. toadway, it's expected to
- have a life 20 to 30 yearsin
. the future” he said.
Evans acknowledged,
- however, that such traffic
_counts might conflict with
| the city's desire to main-
‘tain the boulevard as a pe~
;destrian-friendly  road
jthat will geparate a
planned $120 million Core
!to Shore park, revitalized
:Oklahoma River, Capitol
 Hill and Riverside neigh-
! borhoods from the rest of
1 downtown,
I' Kemper, himself a for-
"mer state highway nrban
! design engineer, said he
! has talked to experienced
i roundabout engineers and
{ believes that a roundabout
solution to the crossings at

| Western, Classen and Re-
no can be addressed at-’

! prade without acquiring
. additional property.

*  Kemper also questioned
: thetraffic count estimates.
" The latest traffic counts
show the busiest down-
town street, E.K. Gaylord
Boulevard between Reno

" and Sheridan Avenues (the

;" main entrance into Brick-
i town) carries 14,205 vehi~
i cles daily.

“We've talked to the ex-
petts and been shown nu-
merous examples of round-
! abouts that are efficiently

moving between 4,500 and
5,500. vehicles per hour)
Kemper said, “That’s more
than enough capacity i
. what we'te designing is
i truly a boulevard and not
just another expressway”

Evans said the Okla-.

homa Department of

This concept for a boulevard in place-of thesexisting i-40 s ined with coordinating

| Plan: Numbers called exaggerated

. FROM PAGE 1B

LED screens. It leads westbound traffic to:what is now the Chesapeake Energy
Arena and conceptual office towers on the north, as well as a conceptual conven-
tion center and hotel on the south. The rendering was created in 2008 as part of
planning for the area known as Core to Shote.  prawme PROVIDED BY THE GREATER OKLAHOMA

Engineers with the Oklahoma Department of Transportation say-their schematic
for a proposed roundabout on the new downtown boulevard was based on aren-.
dering they obtained from the Facebook page of Friends for a Better Boulevard., -
The engineers’ rendering shows 10 streets connecting to the roundabout. The

above design with just five connecting streets isth
the Friends for a Better Boulevard Facebook page.

Transportation is moving
ahead with its designs, but
will allow for further con-
sideration of the boulevard
project — or delay letting
out contracts — if request-
ed to do so by City Manag-
er Jin Couch, Assistant
City Manager Dennis
Clowers or Eric Wenger.
The project’s ultimate
design, he said, is controlled
by the city. But Evans also
stated sevéral times in his
interview with The Okla-

-‘homan that ‘promises”

were made to residents to

build a’ partidlly elevated
boulevard and that it would
be completed by 2014.

Ed Shadid, one of sever-
al council members who
asked highway engineers
to look at the proposed
roundabout, believes that
timetable can still be met
while looking at possible
at-grade alternatives, He
said he has visited with in-
ternationally -_respected
roundabout engineers who
are willing to do an initial
feasibility study ata mini-
mal charge and completed

e actual rendering portrayed on
DRAWING BY ANDREW STEWART; AlA ASSC,

in one week,

“It makes no diffexence
to us, the Oklahoma De-
pactiment of Transporta-
tion, whether the road is
built as was our promise to
citizeus m1998 or we build
aroundgbout” Evans said,
“Our engineers have con-
cerns about the level of
service a  roundabout
woilld facilitate  due to
traffic volames, tut it -will

‘be a city street, not a high-

way, so it's riot something
we would concern our-
selves with”

o
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ODOT’s
“hou levard in the air”

Mayor nett Gary Marrs
Atlarga W/NW Area
mayor@okv gov wardi Goke.gov

. - n

Monumenis Space for Commerce -

© Pubific Space

We thought wrong.-

ODOT plans to build another

cdncrete bypass and call it a “boulevard”
(only five blocks are on the ground)

Butit'snot too late! NOW is the time to act.

@ Write/email the Federal administrator who can positively influence this pfocess
Use these spacrflc terms in youi‘ Ieﬂer “Irequest a public pracess and for ODOT to provide a range of alternatives,”

adld
N, Cejitial Area
ward2@ake.gav

« National Gonldet: Victor Mendez, Federal Highway Administration, 1200 SE New Jersey Ave Washington, DG 20500 - wctormendez@dot gov

@ Let your City Council represéntative know what you think about the Boulevard

Larry Modtes - Pate Whils Davld Greeswell Meg Salyer - SKip Kell . BajokRyan
W/5W Area $E Area’ SouthArea ;. Ceniral NE Atea N/NW Area

. ward3@oke.gov wardd@oke.gov wnrdS@nkn dav ’ wards@oko qov werd?@oke.g gov wards@oks.gov

We agree that it should be done as soon as g pOSSIble

but the new OKC Boulevard shouid be built I‘Ight—

' * by Andrew Stewart, Aﬂsc AEA
TR0 deset
gecat\2c¥r§° TJ Bwd

Pald lor b',' some Frlanda fura Eeﬂer Bou!evard Facebook Group

.....

Ty
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Street fight

T 1T

Opposition to initial plans for the downtown boulevard call a

bridge counterproductive.
Clifton Adcock
July 24th, 2012

Lo,

[T LI

Controversy is dogging a future downtown boulevard as the
Oklahoma City Counclt prepares to recelve an update on the project Tuesday.

During a previeus councll meeting, some council
members sald they were unaware of plans that
Include an elevated bridge over the area near W.
Reno Avenue, 5. Classen Boulevard and 5.
Western Avanue. A dtizens group, Frlends for a
Better Boulevard, wants the city and state
Department of Transportation to consider other
options,

The boulevard is the final part of the relocation
of the Interstate 40 Crosstown Expressway, and
will ba Hnked to the new highway at both the
east and west ends. The city and state agency
are worklng together on the project.

of a proposed datiout for the houfevard

OF $80 milffon In federal funds scheduled for the creation of the baulavard, $50 millian will go teward
the east and west connactions, That leaves around $30 milllon for tha street itself, which will be
turned over to the dty upon completion, sald ODOT Chief Engineer Gary Evans,

Alternate route

The difficultles presented by the current street layout near S, Classen, 5, Western and W. Reno hava
led engineers to devise a bridge. Nevertheless, city Public Works Director Eric Wenger said a
roundabout or traditional intersections are =till being axplored.

Bob Kemper of Friends for a Better Boulevard sald many businesses are concerned ahout being cut
off from the rest of downtown, which would defeat one of the alms of eliminating the slevated
highway. His organization has presented cancept drawings of a five-leg roundabout to work around
the problem.

“They fee! like if wa gat another bridge dividing it, theyre going to be In slums for the next 100
years,” said Kemper, who created the cltlzens group.

Evans sald ODOT Is not opposed to a traffic clrde or roundabout, and that the Idea has been
informally discussed by the agency and the dty.

He stressed, however, that a traffic drcle would require time for stedies and additionak property
acquisition, and Jikely would delay the fedaraily funded project.

Kempar sald much of the surrounding property for a traffic circle is already owned by ODOT or the
city, so property acquisition — and any resulting delay — would be minimal.

"it's a better vGay than a high-speed exit ramp downtown,” he said, *[The process has] got to be

more open. If we have to have some hearlngs, it's not golng to delay things over a month or two.” %l\

Hot potato

Uitimately, It would be the city’s call on what te place in that area, Evans said, The agency would €‘H‘Q
pass any new city proposais to the Federal Highway Administration for appraval or rejection. Ok)d\.cw\n C'IQ/

rurd .
_L;.«L\O CFOSSWV\ Meanwhile, Wenger said there are engineering challenges with a roundabout and at-grade 7/9}‘\/13

intersectlons in the area where S. Western and S, Classen Intersect W. Reno, and that the bridge
~
?\wc»\w}/ Bwo

lof2 ‘ ’S\"‘_\ 7/25/2012 8:12 AN
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Idea has been studled for years and fits Inte the
current design,

No decisfon has been made yet on the issue,
Wenger said,

At any rate, he satd, the projact 15 ultimately
ODOT's, Wenger said there has never been a
suggestlon by ODOT that the city take the lead
ta lay out what should go in the area.

Ancther bump ahead?
HBab Kempor

Kemper said some business ownars also are Gredit:Shannon Gamman

unhappy about the portion of the boulevard west

of the proposed brldge, Because it will be on the current roadbed — on a berm up to S,

Pennsylvania Avenue — some are concernad It would limit access to the boulevard from other

streets passing underneath It

Wenger sald the west end of the boulevard will remain slightly elevated.

ODQT officlals on Aug. 21 witi hold a public meeting on the boulevard plans.

Hey! Read This:

* Street heat
» Life is an expressway

QKC Beautliul and companies join forces to remove dead pines Jan. 22
Schooltouse rock

Digttal artist to offer workshop Satwrday promoting youth ars center
Hub hookup

PALing around

Experls: OKC in good shape for conlinued economic regovery

Related to:
Okizhoma OKG ORlaghowna City boulovard irensportation bowevard highway tridge downiown
Depariment of Transportaiion ODOT DOT roads Crossiovwn
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Critics attack Oklahoma City boulevard designs, say elevation will hamper Core to Shore ... Page 1 of 5

Critics attack Oklahoma City boulevard designs, say
elevation will hamper Core to Shore development

Advocates for pedestrian-oriented streets are battling with Oklahoma highway engineers over design
of a new downtown boulevard. Critics claim plans to build it elevated between Western and Walker
avenues will hamper development in much of the area known as “Core to Shore.”

By Steve Lackmeyer | Published: July 18, 2012 19

Advocates for pedestrian-oriented streets are battling with state highway engineers over
design of a new downtown boulevard, with critics claiming plans to elevate the roadway
between Western and Walker avenues will hamper development in much of the area
known as “Core to Shore.”

City council members only recently learned that the $80 million boulevard replacing
the old alignment of Interstate 40 is designed to be elevated far more than previously
thought, leaving the road at grade only as it passes through Lower Bricktown and along
a new Core to Shore park planned as part of MAPS 3.

The elevation would leave business owners such as Scott Friedman isolated from
downtown. As owner of Horn Trader Music Store, 114 S Western Ave., Friedman is
enjoying his first clear view of downtown since buying the property 22 years ago. Now
he faces losing that view in less than two years.

“It would be better for me if it were at grade level — a boulevard with a median and
trees,” Friedman said. “The area already has redeveloped. There is a lot of interest by
people wanting to come in, participate in the rebirth of downtown.”

Gary Gregory, manager of commercial broker Collier International's Oklahoma City
office, warns any potential development of the area will falter if the road is elevated.

“It would impede the flow and pedestrian and vehicular access,” Gregory said. “There is
a reason this area became blighted, and it's the barrier that was built: the Crosstown
Expressway.”

Gregory, who represents several affected property owners, said developers have sworn

off investment in the area as long as plans show the boulevard not built at street level.
With vintage buildings as interesting as those in Bricktown, Film Row and Automobile
Alley still standing, Gregory calls The,REOFPEtispiREIcvated boulevard a deal kaller for

creating another vibrant downtowpdistHitd's Italian Kitchen partnership ends in

“This could be the park district,” d&%@ﬁﬁaﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂ@pmﬂmiw to the Core to
Shore park that will be built along the at-grade boulevard as it passes between Walker

http://newsok.com/critics-attack-oklahoma-city-boulevard-designs-say-elevation-will-ham...  8/20/2012




Critics attack Oklahoma City boulevard designs, say elevation will hamper Core to Shore ... Page 2 of 5

and Robinson avenues, “Having an elevated boulevard going through that with
residential and retail development should not be the city's goal.”

Cars vs. people

A survey of all eight Oldahoma City Council members shows not one desires the
boulevard be elevated east of Western Avenue, and all indicated they did not believe
they were well-informed about the road's design.

Engineers and officials with the state Transportation Department and the city of
Oklahoma City say they're listening to such concerns.

“We don't want to build something the city doesn't want,” said Gary Ridley, state
transportation director. “If we have to change some things with our Federal Highway
Administration partners ... the city will have to request that.”

Highway engineer Paul Green said the agency's challenge is the intersection of Western
Avenue, Classen Boulevard and Reno Avenue, which are all within a compressed area
requiring an overpass.

Plans call for the remnants of the old I-40 between Agnew and Western Avenues to be
rebuilt in place, with four lanes instead of six. The speed limit, likely to be 45 mph,
would allow quick access to downtown at Western Avenue.

That segment is uncontested by critics and all but one council member, Pete White, who
questions whether a boulevard is needed.

Oklahoma City's director of public works, Eric Wenger, sees the logic in plans being
drafted by highway engineers. To have an at-grade intersection at Western, Reno and
Classen with traffic lights every 100 feet, Wenger said, “goes against every sound
engineering judgment.”

Roundabout idea

The solution being offered by Friends for a Better Boulevard would involve a
“roundabout” where the various streets meet in a traffic circle, and traffic must yield to
cars already in the circle.

That plan, says the group's coordinator, Bob Kemper, would slow traffic as it goes into a
more pedestrian-oriented area. He says the roundabout would allow for a grand entry
to downtown and for the boulevard to be built at-grade through Bricktown compared to
current plans he compares to a “high speed highway exit ramp.”

“I don't see it being something icof@Tor't RERNREC sald Ke er, a former state

highway urban design engineer., atingg Atﬁlﬁ% @Ey%ﬂ? dB
we want to pull up short? That's w@%ﬂg&@%ﬂé ing somethmg that's a bad
fit.”

http://newsok.com/critics-attack-oklahoma-city-boulevard-designs-say-elevation-will-ham...  8/20/2012
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City and state highway officials say the roundabout plan is being looked at. But in a July
5 letter from state deputy highway department director Gary Evans to Dennis Clowers,
assistant city manager, plans for a roundabout clearly are not being embraced by the
state engineers.

The letter notes a roundabout would not fit within the existing right of way vacated by
the old highway, would require additional property acquisition, business displacement
and utility relocation, and need “extensive planning” that would need to be re-evaluated
by the Federal Highway Administration.

“Combined,” Evans wrote, “these issues would add multiple years and tens of millions
of dollars of cost to the project and delay the completion of the reconnection of
downtown Oklahoma City to the Interstate. The additional cost would not be funded
through ODOT.”

Public input at issue

Evans also reiterated an argument repeatedly made by Mayor Mick Cornett, City
Manager Jim Couch and Ridley: The public has been advised for years the boulevard
would be built and opened by 2014.

Ridley noted that while the new I-40 is less congested and safer than the old highway,
the limited access to downtown is causing significant traffic delays, especially at
Western Avenue, and the boulevard is a solution that is needed as soon as possible.

Kemper said the public has not been informed well and that meetings should be held to
allow for public comment. Indeed, not one city council member professes to know all
the details of the boulevard's design, with most saying they were surprised when they
learned about the criticized elevated section a few weeks ago.

“I think they want to accelerate the process as fast as possible so they can hand it off to
Oklahoma City,” Kemper said.

Couch said a presentation to the city council is scheduled for July 31 but added such
updates are difficult as the boulevard is still being designed.

“The problem with public process is at first we don't have enough information to make
decisions,” Couch said. “And then you're too far down the line, and the decisions have
been made. And that's the dilemma we get into ... it's a bit of the paradox of public
involvement.”

LVed ﬂ’IF‘PT‘Q disrussions

Couch said that despite perceptionths g
have involved city engineers, plamﬂ@gﬁlﬂi B@H&%ﬂ urban walkability consultants, X

including Jeff Speck. Custino's Italian Kitchen partnership ends in
legal entanglements
Plans have changed Read More »

http://newsok.com/critics-attack-oklahoma-city-boulevard-designs-say-elevation-will-ham... ~ 8/20/2012
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As a result of those conversations, the boulevard has been narrowed from six to four
lanes, and a study is under way as to whether a proposed elevation after Western can be
built up with fill dirt (similar to the overpass at Britton Road along Broadway
Extension) instead of on piers.

Other potential changes include allowing space for additional tracks by a planned
transit hub at the Santa Fe Train Depot and an option for the city to pursue an
Oklahoma Avenue connection to the boulevard instead of a zig-zag-like connection
proposed by state engineers as they sought to avoid acquiring right of way east of the U-
Haul warehouse in Lower Bricktown.

Engineers, Couch said, also are accommodating requests by planners to allow for an
unusually wide sidewalk — 15 feet — along the boulevard as it passes underneath the
BNSF Railway viaduet.

Work goes forward

As such discussions and debate continue, the transportation department is moving
forward with letting the first construction contract in August for the boulevard through
Western Avenue.

State engineers note that work won't affect the outcome of the debate on road elevation.

Once the roadway section opens, plans show it will allow access to the incomplete
boulevard via ramps similar to those that were in place for the old highway off Sheridan
Avenue. That one section, Ridley said, will go far in alleviating backups at Western
Avenue and the new 1-40.

Some council members, including White, Meg Salyer, Pat Ryan, David Greenwell and
Ed Shadid, note the boulevard will be turned over to the city to own and maintain once
it is complete. By that logic, they said, the city should be given a far greater voice in its
design before any work commences.

Broker Gregory warned that if current plans are implemented, the blight that started
when the highway department built the original Crosstown Expressway in the 1960s
will continue.

“Those who don't learn from history are doomed to repeat it,” Gregory said. “So why
would we repeat what failed in the past?”

MORE IN BUSINESS X

=819 Show / Hide Commenitsustino's Italian Kitchen partnership ends in
legal entanglements

Read More »
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Oklahoma officials: We're listening to you on
downtown Oklahoma City boulevard

State Transportation Department and Oklahoma City officials told city residents Tuesday at a public meeting that they are listening to ideas for the future downtown boulevard. Most people who
attended the meeting indicated support for a narrow roadway at ground level.

BY MICHAEL KIMBALL mkimball@opubco.com ¢ Published: August 21, 2012

If Tuesday evening's public meeting was any indication, most people in Oklahoma City favor a narrow roadway at ground level for as
long as possible for the future downtown boulevard, and officials are listening and open to suggestions.

(/gallery/articleid/3703081/1/pictures/1806215)

Citizens look over maps during a public meeting held by ODOT and the city to get input on the downtown boulevard Tuesday, August 21, 2012. Photo by Doug Hoke, The Oklahoman.
The state Transportation Department hosted a public meeting Tuesday in Bricktown regarding the downtown boulevard, primarily to
seek comment on whether it should be six or four lanes.

But a wide variety of topics related to the boulevard were raised by officials and people in attendance, and authorities assured the
attendees that their comments are being taken seriously.

“1 think that's helpful, and I think it's going to be helpful for Oklahoma City to work through this,” said David Streb, the Transportation
Department's director of engineering.

Four or six?

The meeting was held to satisfy a federal funding requirement if the Transportation Department and Oklahoma City want to narrow the
roadway from six lanes, as planned a decade ago, to four lanes, which is now preferred by the city for most of the boulevard. The
meeting's purpose was to set up a public comment period, open for the next two weeks, during which officials will accept formal written
comments and suggestions about the roadway.

About 500 people attended the meeting.

Transportation Department officials will take the comments and engineering studies provided by the study to make a recommendation
to federal transit authorities, who will approve or reject the plans.

Most of the people in attendance seemed to support the four-lane plan. Comments from attendees referring to a narrow roadway
garnered widespread and enthusiastic applause, while those who supported a wider roadway drew applause from a much smaller
contingent.

“There doesn't seem to be ... fundamental debate from Walker all the way through Bricktown,” Streb said of much of the roadway,
expected to be four lanes and at ground level. “There does seem to be some fundamental debate from Walker going west on what's
appropriate.”

You might also like:

addict/pictures/index.html)
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Public meeting about downtown Oklahon
boulevard is Tuesday evening

The Oklahoma Transportation Department is hosting a public meeting Tuesday regarding the downtown Oklahoma City boulevard. It is set for 5:30 p.m. at
Center.

BY MICHAEL KIMBALL mkimball@opubco.com « Modified: August 20, 2012 at 11:00 pm « Published: August 21, 2012

Oklahoma City's downtown boulevard — specifically whether it should be four or six lanes wide and how th
developed — will be the topic of a public meeting Tuesday evening in Bricktown.

The meeting was scheduled for the state Transportation Department to satisfy a federal funding requiremel
narrowing the planned boulevard from six to four lanes.

But it also is a convenient time to discuss unfolding studies on the western stretch of the boulevard, departi
Angier said.

What is planned

The meeting will start with presentations on what the boulevard would look like depending on the number
Presentations on the western portion of the boulevard will follow.

A short question-and-answer session with engineers and planners will end the meeting.

After the meeting, the public will have two weeks to submit written comments about the number of lanes tc

Transportation officials will include a summary of the comments and any engineering studies shared by the
recommendation.

A recommendation to change the number of lanes would require federal approval.
Evolving boulevard

Original plans for the boulevard, which will replace the former elevated Crosstown Expressway, were forme
and called for it to be six lanes wide.

But support has grown for a narrower boulevard that will be more pedestrian-friendly. Advocates say four |
the type of mixed-use development civic leaders envision the boulevard to spark.

You might also like:

singers/)
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Hundreds Attend Meeting Concerning OKC Boulevard Project

Posted: Aug 14, 2012 8:55 AM CDT
Updated: Aug 14, 2012 8:55 AM CDT

By Steve Shaw, News 9 - bio | email

OKLAHOMA CITY - Traffic concerns about the $100 million Oklahoma City Boulevard Project drew more

than 300 people to the Farmer's Market Monday night.

The owner of the Farmer's Market and several other property owners have been concerned the city plans to
elevate parts of the new project. That three-mile stretch of roadway will replace the old Interstate 40

crosstown bridge.

Property owners say elevating the new roadway will cause the same kind of blight the old crosstown bridge

did.

Oklahoma City Councilman Dr. Ed Shadid says public input will be the key to getting this project right.

7/30/2012 Related Story: City Council To Get Update On Controversial OKC Boulevard

Project
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ODOT Taking Comments On Proposed Boulevard Project In OKC

Posted: Aug 21, 2012 8:44 PM CDT
Updated: Aug 21, 2012 8:44 PM CDT

By News9.com - email
OKLAHOMA CITY - The controversy continues over a proposed downtown street project.

ODOT held a meeting Tuesday night about the Oklahoma City Boulevard. The project is going up in the
footprint of the old 1-40 Crosstown.

When plans were first approved, the project called for building a six-lane road. Now there are some
concerns that maybe it should just be a four-lane road.

8/14/2012 Related Story: Hundreds Attend Meeting Concerning OKC Boulevard Project

ODOT will take public comments on the Oklahoma City Boulevard for the next two weeks.

Go to the comment form!
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Kevin Durant's Oklahoma (JUN 2014): New Rule Is This What's Putting 2 Powerful Ingredients
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Bankrate Smart Money Times Tan Physics Better Body Advice

Tim McGraw & Faith Hill 14 Benefits Most Seniors 2 Things You Do Every  Little Known Way to Pay
Share Big News About Didn’t Know They Had Morning Cause Breast Off Mortgage

‘Divorce’ Newsmax Cancer. Weekly Financial Solutions
Stirring Daily Newsmax

News9.com allows its users to express opinions on stories, but reserves the right to remove
comments for any reason. Comments do not reflect the views of News 9 or its employees. A
Facebook account is required to participate -- if you do not currently have an account, sign up here.

worldnow
News 9 NEWS WEATHEF
7401 N. Kelley Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 9 Investigates Interactive E
73111 Business Street Level
OKLAHOMA CITY'S OWN™ Crime Current Ter
Oklahoma's Own News9.com is proud to provide Education Weather 10:
Oklahomans with timely and relevant news and Special Coverage Weather Co
information, sharing the stories, pictures and Health Storm Track
loves of Oklahomans across our great state Politics Weather In-I
including Oklahoma City's Own Links
Consumer Watch
My 2 Cents

http://www.news9.com/story/19336717/odot-taking-comments-on-proposed-boulevard-pro... 6/13/2014



Public Meeting Planned To Discuss Oklahoma City Boulevard - NewsOn6.com - Tulsa, ...

Oklahoma’s Own

« Newse Weather- Sports. Video+ Recipess Share-

Lifestyle-

Community «

Page 1 of 2

f Yy 5§ lﬁl ‘ N = Logbln Send Us News Tips | Contact Us

* Search

Contests

Public Meeting Planned To Discuss Oklahoma City Boulevard

Posted: Aug 13, 2012 9:38 AM CDT
Updated: Aug 13, 2012 9:44 AM CDT

OKLAHOMA CITY - A big meeting for the new Oklahoma City Boulevard is planned for Monday night.

The meeting is organized by City Councilman Ed Shadid, Bob Kemper and others who oppose a plan to
elevate the new highway that will take the place of the old 1-40 Crosstown Bridge in downtown.

Some residents and business owners are hoping the Boulevard will remain grounded so traffic can flow
easily into nearby businesses. Some have even suggested putting roundabouts on the multi-million

Oklahoma City Boulevard.

7/31/2012 Related Story: Oklahomans Express Concerns On OKC Boulevard Project

No final decisions on the design have been made.

Monday's meeting is at the Farmer's Market on S. Klein and begins at 5:30 p.m.

ODOT is also having a meeting on August 21st at 5:30 to present concepts for the Boulevard. That meeting
is scheduled at the Coca Cola Bricktown Events Center.
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OKLAHOMA CITY BOULEVARD

ODOT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT MEETING
AUGUST 21, 2012

Presented by:

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation
and The City of Oklahoma City

The City of Oklahoma City
Public Works Department




PURPOSE

The PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING...

...Is to update the local community & solicit comments about the
purpose of this project and the City’s proposal to reduce the current six-
lane design to four-lanes with parking.

The PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT...

...IS a mitigation measure as committed to during the 1-40
Crosstown Expressway Environmental Clearance process in order to
reestablish access to the Downtown Central Business District by
constructing a six-lane boulevard within the former alignment of the 1-40
corridor.

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




PROJECT HISTORY

e October 1995 — Project Study
Approved

e Environmental Clearance Process
e Technical Advisory and Citizen Advisory
Committees

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




PROJECT HISTORY

L =

—

e 1998 — Environmental

Impact Studies

» Traffic Analysis
Financial Analysis
Noise Study

Joint Use/Reuse
Hazardous Materials

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




PROJECT HISTORY

T

——

 February 2000 — Land Use and

Mitigation Plan

« Concept of modified boulevard — best
aspects of a freeway and surface
boulevard

 Describes use of both elevated and

ground level sections

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




PROJECT HISTORY

« November 2001 — Final
Environmental Impact

Statement

* Environmental Impacts studied from
1-235 to Meridian Avenue

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




The City of Oklahoma City

PROJECT HISTORY

« May 2002 — FHWA Record of

Decision

» Construction of new 1-40 (Option D)

* Architectural similarities to the Little
Flower Church
Construction of Boulevard in existing |-
40 Right-of-Way
Construction of Park and Pedestrian
Bridge (Skydance Bridge)

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




PROJECT HISTORY

 Modifications made to the 2002 Record of Decision
 The Skydance Pedestrian Bridge was modified
* An additional ramp at Agnew for access
 The Lincoln — Byers connection was added

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




OKLAHOMA CITY GROWTH

e Improvements made to Oklahoma City since 2002
Construction of the Devon Tower
Construction of the Chesapeake Arena
Creation of an intermodal hub (Sante Fe Station)
Future construction of the new Convention Center
Other improvements made by Project180
Other improvements made by the Core-to-Shore project

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




ALIGNMENT DETAILS

- e ' e e ——— = Y T R T L T
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Boulevard extends from Pennsylvania Ave to Byers Ave
5 Construction Projects / Sections
« West End — Penn to Western
Western/Classen/Reno — Western to Dewey
Core — Dewey to E.K. Gaylord

Rail Road Bridge — E.K. Gaylord

East End - Bricktown
SW 31 Street right-of-way available for alignment shift
4 traffic lanes with on-street parking in the core section
15’ sidewalks with landscaping

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




WEST SECTION

T i e

il

Penn to Western
Under design
Rehabilitate existing bridges, and maintain current

elevated on-fill condition
 Pennsylvania, Virginia, Indiana, Blackwelder and Klein

Landscaping - Separate contract by the City

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




WEST SECTION

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




WEST SECTION

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




WEST SECTION

The City of Oklahoma City
Public Works Department




i

| WESTERN/CLASSEN/RENO SECTION |

_-aF-."

Western to Dewey
Several options being considered
Bridges proposed
« Western, Classen, Reno and Shartel
Proposed Retaining Wall System

Landscaping - Separate contract by City

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




WESTERN/CLASSEN/RENO SECTION
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The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




CORE SECTION

e '='—-I._ :ﬂﬂ‘— - '-I:!;E .__|l M F :_.ﬁ — . J

Dewey to E.K. Gaylord
e In design
e 40’ wide median
e Alignment shifted to south
 Landscaping — Separate contract by City

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




CORE SECTION

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




CORE SECTION




Option 1 - 40" Median



Option 2 — Retail Plaza



RAILROAD SECTION

Railroad Bridge — E.K. Gaylord
e In design
 Road will be depressed to allow approximately 16
feet of overhead clearance

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation
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EAST SECTION

Bricktown
In design
Oklahoma Avenue connection
 Right-of-way will be required
3 traffic lanes west and 2 lanes east

« 20’ median and 15’ sidewalks
Landscaping — Separate contract by City

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




EAST SECTION — COMPRESS OPTION

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




EAST SECTION — OKLAHOMA OPTION

The City of Oklahoma City The Oklahoma Department of Transportation




OKLAHOMA CITY BOULEVARD

ODOT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT MEETING
AUGUST 21, 2012

QUESTIONS?

The City of Oklahoma City
Public Works Department
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OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

http://www.odot.org/meetings/other.php

Downtown Oklahoma City Boulevard
08/21/2012 Oklahoma City, OK

We would like to thank you for taking the time to attend this meeting and providing us with
written comments. Putting your comments in writing is one of the most effective ways to have

your concerns addressed.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS DIV.
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21ST ST.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS: FAX: (405) 522-5193
Please submit comments by: 09/04/2012
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

"I have the following comments or questions about the proposed project to construct the Downtown
Oklahoma City Boulevard.”

Page 1 of 1 FORM-CF-PCB-PRD REVISION: 21.04.2011

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



DEPARTAMENTO DE TRANSPORTE DE OKLAHOMA

PUBLICA FORMA DE COMENTARIO

http://www.odot.org/meetings/other.php

Downtown Oklahoma City Boulevard
08/21/2012 Oklahoma City, OK

Nos gustaria darle las gracias por tomarse el tiempo para asistir a esta reunion y nos
proporiona commentaries por escrito. Poner sus comentarios por escrito es uno de las formas

mas eficaces que sus preocupaciones dirigidas

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS DIV.
Nombre OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21ST ST.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
Direccién FAX: (405) 522-5193
Please submit comments by: 09/04/2012
Ciudad Estado ZIP:
NUmero de teléfono Direccion de correo electronico

“Tengo los siguientes comentarios o preguntas sobre el proyecto propuesto para construir el Downtown
Boulevard en Oklahoma City".

Paginalde2 FORM-CF-PCB-PRD REVISION:  21.04.2011

“La mision del Departamento de transporte de Oklahoma es proporcionar una red de transporte eficaz y segura, econémica, para la
gente, comercio y comunidades de Oklahoma".



TCASNGNCUC GIAO THC)N,G VAN TAI OKLAHOMA

MAU PHIEU PHE BINH

http://www.odot.org/meetings/other.php

Dai L6 Oklahoma City
08/21/2012 Thanh Phé Oklahoma City
Chding téi xin cdm on qui vi da bé chit thai gian dén tham du budi hop mat va dong gop van ban y kién phé
binh. Déng gép nhiing y kién phé binh cta qui vi qua van ban la phuong phap hitu hiéu nhat dé nhing moi
quan tdm clia qui vi dugc giai quyét.

Nha Chuong Trinh Méi Sinh
Ho va Tén Tong cuc giao thdng van tai Oklahoma
200 dudng N.E.21st
Y Thanh Phé Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
s FAX: (405) 522-5193
_ _ Xin vui long gi Mau Phi&u Phé Binh nay truéc ngay
Thanh Phé TiéuBang ZIP: 04 thang Chin nam 2012
bién Thoai Hom thubién t

“Toi c6 nhiing y kién hay cau héi sau day vé cong tdc dé nghi xdy cdt Bai Lo Oklahoma City tai Trung tam Giao
dich Thanh Phé Oklahoma City”

Trang 1 ctia 2 M3u -CF-PCB-PRD REVISION: — 21.04.2011
“Nhiém vy ctia Téng Cuc Giao Thong Van Tai Oklahoma 1a cung cdp mét hé théng giao thong an toan. tiét kiém,va hiu higéu cho nhan dan, co s& thuong mai va
céc Cong Hong cua Tiéu Bang Oklahoma”
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, : Blenvenldos ) la reunion publlca del®
\Departamento’de’Transportacion‘de Oklahoma
‘conrespecto al futuro'Bulevaride'Oklahoma'City.:

PROPOSITO DE ESTA REUNION PROPOSITO DE ESTE PROYECTO

El propésito de esta reunién es de informarle El propésito de este proyecto es de re-establecer una conexion al distrito central
a la comunidad local y solicitarles comentarios ~ comercial proveyendo seis vias de bulevar en los existentes terrenos de la autopista
acerca de la propuesta de la Ciudad de Oklahoma, |-40 desde la parte Este de las vias del ferrocarril Union Pacific donde intersecta
de reducir de seis vias existentes a un disefio de  con la 1-235, hasta la avenida Walker. Desde el Oeste de la Avenida Walker hasta la
4 vias. Avenida Western, el puente existente de la -40 sera re-habilitado. Desde la Avenida

! Western hasta la Avenida Agnew, las vias existentes seran convertidas en un bulevar.

El Departamento de Transportacién de Oklahoma (ODOT), en cooperacion con la Administracion Federal de Autopistas (FHWA), esta
proponiendo mejorar el antiguo corredor 1-40 que atraviesa la ciudad de Oklahoma desde la Avenida Pensilvania hasta casi llegar a la Avenida
Oklahoma convirtiéndolo en el Bulevar de Oklahoma City. Esta propuesta de Bulevar que costara $80 millones de délares, consistira en cuatro
carriles que se conectaran con la nueva autopista I-40 Crosstown en el Este y el Oeste.

Agenda

Welcome: David Streb
Director of Engineering, ODOT

Opening Remarks: Gary Evans
Deputy Director/Chief Engineer, ODOT

Construction Update: Paul Green
Division 4 Engineer, ODOT

Boulevard Background and Purpose:
David Streb

Boulevard Update: Eric Wenger
Public Works Director, Oklahoma City

Questions

Break out to Individual Questions

INFORMACION - DIVISION 4
e Ingeniero de Divisién Paul Green
e -Total de millas de carretera 1,421.12
¢ -Total de millas de autopista 22247
¢ -Numero total de puentes 1,148
¢ -Condados servidos 9

Visit us on your mobile
device! Use the barcode
to the right with your
barcode reader of choice
to visit ODOT.org on the

go.

Oklall-;;;;aB

KeeP OUR LanD GranD

PREGUNTAS? COMENTARIOS?
Si usted tiene alguna pregunta o comentario acerca de esta propuesta de proyecto del Departamento de
Transportacién, por favor visite la pagina web www.odot.org/meetings/otherphp y llene el formulario oficial de
comentarios o mande un mensaje electrénico a mcoordinator@odot.org antes del 4 de Septiembre del 2012.

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, Planning & Research Division, Program Coordination Branch, 200 N.E. 21st St. Rm 3A7, Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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I-40 Crosstown Expressway
Timeline of Events:

January 1996 - Citizens Advisory Committee and Technical Advisory Committee
formed and the first public meeting held at the Myriad Convention Center.

July 1996 — A list of seven core alternate routes were developed along with
the “no build” option and Transportation Systems Management improvements.
September 1996 - A short list of alternates was chosen to include Alternates
A, B and D.

December 1996 — ODOT agrees to develop an additional Alternate B-3 after
requests to look at a variation of the B Alternate.

1997 - 1998 — Research and studies continue.

April thru December 1998 — The scale models of Alternates B-3 and D were
displayed throughout the city to illustrate the features with each alternate and

to aid in consensus building in the community.

December 1998 — Alternate D is announced as the preferred route for the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. (Included 6-lane Boulevard)

January 1999 thru January 2000 - Consensus building continues throughout
the community and the City of Oklahoma City begins land use and mitigation
plan for 1-40.

February 2000 - Oklahoma City completes the Land Use and Mitigation Plan
for 1-40 and ODOT reviews the plan for inclusion into the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.
January 2001 - Draft Environmental Impact Statement is released to the
public for review and comment.

February 2001 — Public Hearing is held on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement at the Myriad Convention Center, requesting public comments.

March 2001 thru January 2002 - Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement are evaluated with responses and the Final Environmental Impact

Statement is developed.

February 2002 - Final Environmental Impact Statement released to the public
for viewing.

May 2002 - Record of Decision is signed by the Federal Highway Administration.
(Included 6-lane Boulevard)

June 2002 - Land acquisition process began.

April 2003 - Relocation of Utilities began.

January 2004 - FHWA authorized funding for final design engineering in four
engineering contracts.

November 2005 - Groundbreaking Ceremony.

March 2007 - The Technical and Citizen’s Committee met, and ODOT held a
public meeting at the Cox Convention Center.

April 2007 thru February 2009 - Construction continues.

March 2009 - Shields Boulevard reopened to traffic.

April 2009 thru December 2011 — Construction continues.

January 2012 - New Eastbound 1-40 Crosstown open.
February 2012 - New Westbound 1-40 Crosstown open.

What's Next?

¢ A second Public Meeting to present the results of tonight’s meeting and
consultant study

e Environmental clearance

e Complete construction of the Oklahoma City Boulevard

e



MUC TIEU BUOI HOP

Muc tiéu clia budi hop 13 dé cap nhat véi Cong Dong
va dé trung cau y kién vé cong tac nay cling nhu vé y kién
clia Thanh Ph& Oklahoma city mudn thay déi thiét ke,

giam tir 6-1an xe xudng con 4-1an xe.

Q(Chl
Trung Tam Sinh. Hoat !
425 bong - Dai Lo Calofornla,

hach'dén‘tham'du'bu6i h6i thao
ong'lai cua Dal Io OkIahoma Clty

MUC TIEU CUA CONG TAC NAY
Muc tiéu clia cong tac nay |a mot bién phap gidm thiéu da duwoc quyét dinh trong qua trinh
thiét 1ap “An Toan Mai Sinh cho Xa L6 1-40 Xuyén D6” , véi muc dich tai lap su két néi véi khu
Trung TAm Giao Dich Thanh Phé béng cach cung cap mot dai l6 6-1an xe sat dat trong ranh gidi

cla xa 16 1-40 cdi.
1

Téng Cuc Giao Théng Van Tai Oklahoma, vdi sy hop tac cla B& Quan Trj Quéc Lb Lién Bang ( FHWA), dé nghi bién d6i doan xa 16 1-40 cl xuyén qua
trung tdm thanh Phé Oklahoma City, tir Dai L6 Pensylvania cho téi phia Dong cOa Pai L6 Oklahoma, thanh Pai 16 Oklahoma City. Pai 16 méi nay, tri gid
khodng 80 triéu dong ($ US), s& gdbm cd 4-lan xe giao théng v&i 2-1an xe ngoai cling cé & dwdng va mang x8i danh dé dau xe hay 13 6-lan xe véi |é duwong
va mang x&i, ni ti€p v&i Xa 16 1-40 Xuyén D& mdi tai cac diém tan cling tai phia Péng va phia Tay.

CHUONG TRINH BUOI HOP

Chao mirng quan khach : David Streb
Gidm ®éc Nha Ky Thugt, ODOT

Dién vin khai mac: Gary Evans
Phé Téng Cuc Truéng/Ky Su Trudng, ODOT
Cap Nhat cong tac xay duwng:
Paul Green
Truéng Khu 4, ODOT
B&i cAnh va Muc tiéu cha Dai Lo:
David Streb
Cap Nhat vé Pai L3: Eric Wenger
Gidm D&c S& Céng Chanh, Thanh Phg Oklahoma City
Ciu Hoi
Gidi dap céc cau hdi cua quan khach

THONG TIN VE KHU 4

o Trwéng Khu: Paul Green
e Tong cong tuyén dudng:  1,421.12 dém
» Téng cong xa 16: 222.47 dém
» Téng cong cau: 1,148 cdy cbu
® Quén hat phuc vy: 9

H3y d&n tham ching téi qua
thiét bi di ddng clia ban. Khi
ban dang di chuyén, ban h3y
doc m3 s8 bén tay phai véi
thiét bj doc m3 sé cia ban
dé& tham trang nha odot.org

S/ A

OklﬂHoMuu

KeeP QuR LanD GranD

CAU HOI? PHE BINH ?

Néu ban b bat cir cdu hdi hay 16i phé binh na5o Vé cong tac dé nghi trén, xin vui 1ong ghé thdm trang mang www.odot.org/meetings/other.php
dé dién vao mau phé binh chinh thirc, hay gl dién thu t&i mcoordinator@odot.org trudc ngay 04 thang Chin ndm 2012.

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, Planning & Research Division, Program Coordination Branch, 200 N.E. 21st St. Rm 3A7, Oklahoma City, OK 73105




CAT'ON M':AP o) Xa L6 Cao Téc Xuyén D6 1-40

Lich trinh dién tién:
Théng Ba 1995 : Dang ky vdi Lién Bang

Théng Giéng 1966 : Thanh 1ap Uy Ban Nhan Dén C& Van va Uy Ban C6 Vén Ky Thuét ciing
nhu t6 chitc mét budi hop khodng dai quan ching tai Trung Tam Hoi Thao Myriad.
Thang By 1996 : Thiét |ap mot danh sach gom bay phuong an chinh cling véi phuong
an “khéng xay cat”. Danh sich nay ciing bao gdm nhitng ci ti€n vé Hé Théng Diéu Hanh
Giao Théng.

EAST CONNECTION

Théng Chin 1996 : Dua ra mot danh séch ngén cac phuong én da duoc lya chon, trong dé
c6 phuong an A, Bva D.

Théng Mudi hai 1996 : ODOT ddng y trién khai thém phuong an B-3 sau khi nhan duoc
thinh cau nén cé mét cai nhin khéc vé phuong an B.

el

1997-1998 : Tiép tuc nghién cttu va trién khai cac phuong an.

Thang Tw-thang Mudi hai 1998 : M6 hinh kiéu mau cla cic phuong an B-3 va D duoc
trng bay nhiéu noi trong thanh phd dé phd bién vé sy dic trung ciia mdi phuong én
cling nhu dé gitip d& quan ching sém dongy vé phuong an xay cat.

S. Broadway B8 < i ; s b g i £ 5
i Théng Mwoi hai 1998 : Phurong én D dugc tuyén b6 la phuong an thich hop nhat trong Ban

G

_Robinson Ave. Thang Giéng 1999 t&i thang Giéng 2000 : Tiép tuc tim sy ddng y clia dan ching va Thanh
Ph& Oklahoma City vé k& hoach xr dung dat dai va k& hoach giam thiéu tac dung x4u clia
i

sy xdy cat xa 16 cao téc xuyén dé 1-40 méi.
| =
S. Harvey Ave. & Thang Hai 2000 : Thanh Ph& Oklahoma City hoan tat ké hoach x(r dung dt dai va k&€ hoach
‘ A L giam thiéu tac dung xau clia sy xdy cét xa 16 cao t6c xuyén dd I1-40 méi. ODOT danh gia
- L R

Dy Thao tudng trinh vé “Anh Hudng Ctia Phuong An Trén Mai Sinh” ( gdm ca Dai L6 6-lan xe).

céc k& hoach nay dé c6 thé bao gbm chiing trong ban tudng trinh vé ” Anh Hudng Caa

Phuong An Trén Mai Sinh”.

S. Hudson Ave. )

~g )| BEL Thang Giéng 2001 : Ban Dy Thao tudng trinh vé “Anh Huéng Cla Phuong An Trén Mai

Sinh” dugc phé bién dé quan ching cé thé danh gid va phé binh.

Théng Hai 2001 : M6t budi hoi thao dé tham khao y kién clia quan ching vé Ban Dy Thao
tudng trinh vé& “Anh Hudng Clia Phuong An Trén Mai Sinh” dugc t8 chirc tai Trung Tam
H6i Thao Myriad.
Théang Ba 2001 t&i thang Giéng 2002 : Danh gid c4c 10 phé binh vé Ban Dy Thao tuwdng
trinh vé “Anh Hudng Cla Phuong An Trén M6i Sinh” dé tir d6 thiét Iap Ban Chinh Thirc
tudng trinh vé “Anh Hudng Clia Phuong An Trén M6i Sinh”.

-

> . / Théang Hai 2002 : Ban Chinh Thirc twong trinh vé “Anh Hudng Cta Phuong An Trén Mai
R i / = : sinh” dwoc phé bién cho quan ching dé dénh gia.

W BN Shartel Ave.
g L

Théng Nam 2002 : Ban ghi “Quyét Dinh Khéi Cong” duoc ky’ béi B Quan Tri Quéc Lo Lién
Bang ( FHWA) ( gém ca Dai L6 6-1an xe).

Théng Sau 2002 : B4t d4u tha tuc thu mua dat.

y =V o b :
Fred J0n98|Vd- g R s Y Thang Tu 2003 : Di chuyén céc tién ich céng cong.

Théng Giéng 2004 : FHWA chuén chi ngan sach cho ban thiét k& k§ thua chinh thirc bang
b6n khé wéc ki thuat.

Thang Mwdi mat 2005 : L& Dot Phé khdi cong.

Thang Ba 2007 : Uy Ban Ky Thuat va Nhan Dan b3t d4u hop va ODOT t6 chirc mét budi hoi
thao véi quan chung tai Trung Tam Hoi Thao Cox.

Théang Tu 2007 t&i thang Hai 2009 : Cng tdc xay cat tiép tuc.
Thang Ba 2009 : M0 lai Dai L6 Shields cho dan chiing luu thong.

Théng Tw 2009 t&i thang Muwéi hai 2011 : Cong tac xay cat tiép tuc.

Thang Giéng 2012 : Xa |6 mdi I-40 chinh thirc mé& cho dan ching luu théng.

Thang Hai 2012 : M& cac lan xe di hudng Tdy cha Xa 16 1-40 Xuyén D6.

N. Blackwelder Ave

WEST CONNECTION

= = I Chuyén Gi Sap 16 ?
N. Penn. Ave. e Mbt budi hop khoéng dai quan chiing Ian thir hai d€ trinh bay vé két qua cha budi
L 3 hop ngay hém nay cling nhw vé nghién clru cia cac K§ Sw €8 Van.
PR , ) e Hoan tit kh3o sat vé An Toan Mai Sinh.
B ‘ e Hoan tat cong trinh xdy duwng trén Dai 16 Oklahoma City.
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Thé(C,%%’i’Event Genters v
425 East Callfornla Avenue

Welcome to The HOklahoma
“ “Department of Transportatlon Public Meetlng
fo the f ure Oklahoma Clty Boulevard in Downtown OKC

PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT

The purpose of this meeting is to update the The purpose of this project is to reestablish a connection to the central Business district by
local community and solicit comments about the providingasix-lane at-grade boulevard in the existing I-40 rigth-of-way from east of the Union
purpose of this project and the City's proposal Pacific tracks at the I-235 interchange to west of Walker Avenue. From west of Walker Avenue
to reduce the current 6-lane design to a 4-lane to Western Avenue, the existing 1-40 bridge structure will be rehabilitated. From Western
design. Avenue, west to Agnew Avenue, the existing facility will be converted to a divided boulevard.

L

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is proposing to improve
the former 1-40 corridor through downtown Oklahoma City from Pennsylvania Avenue to just east of Oklahoma Avenue by constructing the
Oklahoma City Boulevard. The proposed $80 million Boulevard will consist of 4 driving lanes with sections of 2 outside parking lanes with curb
and gutter or 6 driving lanes with curb & gutter tying into the new I-40 Crosstown on the east and west ends.

(A

. J’Il

DIVISION 4 INFORMATION
* Division Engineer: Paul Green
e Total Road Miles: 1,421.12
* Total Interstate Miles: 222.47
e Total Bridges: 1,148
e Counties Serviced 9

QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? Visi ,

) isit us on your mobile
If you have an questions or comments about the Oklahoma devimal Use dhe bt
Department of Transportation’s proposed project, please visit o7 e to the right with your
www.odot.org/meetings/other.php to fill out an official @qua-iqoMq barcode  reader  of
comment form, or send an e-mail to mcoordinator@odot.org |(eeP OUR Lanp GranD choice to visit ODOT.org
for any questions you have before September 4th, 2012 on the go.

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, Planning & Research Division, Program Coordination Branch, 200 N.E. 21st St. Rm 3A7, Oklahoma City, OK 73105



Timeline of Events:
March 1995 - Federal Register.

January 1996 - Citizens Advisory Committee and Technical Advisory Committee
formed and the first public meeting held at the Myriad Convention Center.

July 1996 — A list of seven core alternate routes were developed along with the “no

build” option and Transportation Systems Management improvements.

September 1996 - A short list of alternates was chosen to include Alternates A, B
and D.

December 1996 — ODOT agrees to develop an additional Alternate B-3 after
requests to look at a variation of the B Alternate.

1997 - 1998 — Research and studies continue.

April thru December 1998 — The scale models of Alternates B-3 and D were
displayed throughout the city to illustrate the features with each alternate and to aid

S. Broadway Vo in consensus building in the community.

BT \

December 1998 — Alternate D is announced as the preferred route for the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

! N
S. Robinson Ave.

p ! January 1999 thru January 2000 - Consensus building continues throughout the
D community and the City of Oklahoma City begins land use and mitigation plan for
1-40.

S. Harvey Ave. B

February 2000 — Oklahoma City completes the Land Use and Mitigation Plan for
1-40 and ODOT reviews the plan for inclusion into the Draft Environmental Impact

S. Hudson Ave

S Statement.
. e January 2001 - Draft Environmental Impact Statement is released to the
L 0 i ; . public for review and comment.
; S Wlke Ae' February 2001 - Public Hearing is held on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

' at the Myriad Convention Center, requesting public comments.

March 2001 thru January 2002 — Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement are evaluated with responses and the Final Environmental Impact
Statement is developed.

February 2002 - Final Environmental Impact Statement released to the public for
viewing.

May 2002 - Record of Decision is signed by the Federal Highway Administration.

June 2002 - Land acquisition process began.

Fred Jones Blvd 3

T

: L

B! April 2003 - Relocation of Utilities began.
bilr 5 : ! : : "' ' January 2004 - FHWA authorized funding for final design engineering in four
: ] ‘ ) / engineering contracts.

o
&=

o . i, =y N November 2005 - Groundbreaking Ceremony.
B \Vestern Av . L] Western Ave. '7]" March 2007 — The Technical and Citizen's Committee met, and ODOT held a
- % | o . =likall i SiaTCTeull

o ) 3 /| public meeting at the Cox Convention Center.

April 2007 thru February 2009 - Construction continues.

March 2009 - Shields Boulevard reopened to traffic.

April 2009 thru December 2011 - Construction continues.

—

January 2012 - New 1-40 open to traffic.

N e ——

N. Blackwelder
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i ST - ! What's Next?

i “ y ‘ @KL AHOM’A G’EFY e Continue and Complete construction on the Oklahoma City Boulevard

¢ Public Meeting to be held at the Coca-Cola Event Center




Crosstown Boulevard Project
August 21, 2012 Public Meeting Summary

Appendix E: Comment Cards
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