
{ 
401/404 Certifications 

Common questions… 



{ What do they mean? When is 
further action required? 

404 Compliance 
Forms 



No PCN 
Required 
 



PCN Required 
• Action required 

from the 
Residency. 



One other place 
where you are 
notified that a 
PCN is 
required. 



Forms you must 
complete and send to 
the USACE. 



You complete 
these areas. 



You complete 
these areas. 



Who signs the Forms? 
 

• ODOT’s representative should sign the form. 
 

• Typically, they should be signed by the Resident 
Engineer. 

 



Mail forms within 30 days 
of the job being awarded.  
 
Include estimated 
construction start date. 



{ 
The opportunity for ODEQ to 
comment  which may trigger 
additional requirements for the 
contractor during construction. 

401 Certifications 





Section 401 Water Quality Certification for 404 Nationwide 
Permits (NWP’s).  

Five Std. conditions for all NWP’s: 

 Report spills of fuel & other pollutants of 5 gals. or more to 
DEQ within 24 hours 800-522-0206 

 ALL fueling and servicing to be done above the Ordinary 
High Watermark (OHWM) 

 Provide DEQ access for inspection 

 Materials, fuel stored above OHWM and moved prior to 
flooding 

 If required, DEQ Storm Water Permit coverage 

 



Nationwide Permit 14 Construction Conditions 

 Suitable Material. No activity may use unsuitable material (e.g., trash, debris, car bodies, 

asphalt, etc.). Material used for construction or discharged must be free from toxic pollutants in 

toxic amounts (see Section 307 of the Clean Water Act). 

 Adverse Effects From Impoundments. If the activity creates an impoundment of water, adverse 

effects to the aquatic system due to accelerating the passage of water, and/or restricting its 

flow must be minimized to the maximum extent practicable. 

 Management of Water Flows. To the maximum extent practicable, the pre-construction course, 

condition, capacity, and location of open waters must be maintained for each activity, including 

stream channelization and storm water management activities, except as provided below. The 

activity must be constructed to withstand expected high flows. The activity must not restrict or 

impede the passage of normal or high flows, unless the primary purpose of the activity is to 

impound water or manage high flows. The activity may alter the pre-construction course, 

condition, capacity, and location of open waters if it benefits the aquatic environment (e.g., 

stream restoration or relocation activities). 

 Soil Erosion and Sediment Controls. Appropriate soil erosion and sediment controls must be 

used and maintained in effective operating condition during construction, and all exposed soil 

and other fills, as well as any work below the ordinary high water mark or high tide line, must be 

permanently stabilized at the earliest practicable date. Permittees are encouraged to perform 

work within waters of the United States during periods of low-flow or no-flow. 

 Removal of Temporary Fills. Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and the affected 

areas returned to preconstruction elevations. The affected areas must be revegetated, as 

appropriate. 


