


















Oklahoma Department of Transportation 
 

Storm Water Runoff Inspections 
Construction Control Directive No. 19950515 

 
April 18, 2016  

 
Scope: To define the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 

requirements, and the Oklahoma Department of Transportation 
and their Contractors responsibilities for development, 
documentation and maintenance of a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan for each project requiring a Storm Water Permit. 

 
Requirements 
 
The Clean Water Act and the National Environmental Policy Act make it 
illegal to discharge pollutants into the environment of the United States.  
The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) is the 
regulatory, enforcement and permitting authority for the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in the State of Oklahoma.  The Contractor must 
obtain a Storm Water Permit from ODEQ to perform soil disturbing activities 
on a construction project that disturbs one acre or more, which may create a 
potential for pollutants leaving the project.  Pollutants (sediment, oils, dust, 
etc.) generated by the Contractor’s construction activity must be prevented 
or reduced from leaving the project site to the maximum extent practicable.  
       
Obtaining Permission 
 
The State of Oklahoma operates under the General Permit of the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).  The NPDES was created 
under the Acts mentioned above.  To be included under this permit, the 
Contractor must make application for each project which meets the 
minimum criteria.  This application is in the form of a Notice of Intent (NOI) 
for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activity.  Prior to 
letting of the contract, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
Design personnel will submit a partially completed NOI to the Office Engineer 
Division along with the project plans.  After the contract is awarded, the NOI 
is forwarded to the Contractor with the contract documents.  This NOI is 
completed by the Contractor and submitted to ODEQ for permit application.  
If ODEQ accepts the NOI, a permit is issued for the project.  This permit 
essentially indicates that the Contractor can perform soil disturbing activities 
on that particular project as long as the necessary steps are taken to ensure 
that any pollutant laden runoff is prevented or reduced from leaving the 
project. 
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Each permit issued by the ODEQ has an associated annual fee.  The 
Contractor pays this fee yearly for each permitted project.  The cost of this 
permit is to be included in the price bid for the pay item “SWPPP 
Documentation and Management” in the contract. 
 
Inspection and Maintenance 
 
Inspections will be required on all disturbed areas of the project, material 
storage areas, locations where vehicles enter and exit, portable plant sites 
established for the project, borrow areas, and any locations where storm 
water leaves the project.  The Contractor will conduct and document these 
project inspections and will perform any maintenance required in accordance 
with Subsection 220.04.H(4).  This also includes updating the documentation 
to the SWPPP.  The Residency Office assigned to each permitted project shall 
ensure that required documentation is executed and any maintenance be 
performed.  This is a NPDES permit requirement.  Failure to perform these 
inspections, document corrective actions or confine the pollutants to the 
project could result in fines imposed by ODEQ and ODOT may apply non-
compliance assessments.  A copy of an approved inspection form is also 
included.  This form must be signed by the contractor’s representative on 
the project and by an ODOT representative.  The inspection reports shall be 
retained by the contractor on site for potential ODEQ inspection.  The 
contractor shall submit a copy of the reports to the Residency as they are 
performed, but no later than the completion of the construction activities. 
 
During the course of construction, ODEQ may send a local representative to 
the project for random compliance inspections without notification to the 
Contractor.    
 
Permit Termination 
 
Once the work on the project is completed, the Contractor must apply to be 
terminated from this permit.  This application takes the form of a Notice of 
Termination (NOT).  By submitting the NOT, the Contractor is indicating that 
the project has achieved 70% stabilization of the native background cover 
and that there is little risk of pollutant laden storm water runoff leaving the 
project.  Prior to submitting the NOT, the Contractor may submit an 
Inspection Request Form to ODEQ for a preliminary inspection to determine 
if any further corrective measures are necessary.  This action is highly 
recommended as it could prevent receiving a failing inspection on the NOT.  
After submitting the NOT, ODEQ will perform a final inspection on the project 
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site and either approve the NOT, thereby releasing the contractor, or will 
reject the NOT and require further action on the part of the Contractor. 
  To eliminate unnecessary costs to the Contractor, it is important that once 
a project is stabilized, the NOT is submitted.  Submittal of the NOT and the 
acceptance of the NOT by ODEQ terminates the yearly fee requirement.    
 
Copies of the NOI and the NOT, as well as the requirements associated with 
the NPDES General Permit, can be found on ODEQ’s website at 
http://www.deq.state.ok.us/ 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Both ODOT and the Contractor have roles which must be performed for a 
project requiring a NPDES permit.  Table 1 summarizes the roles and 
responsibilities of both the Department and the Contractor as defined in 
Section 220 of the Standard Specifications.  In order to provide clarity, the 
term Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) is used for ODOT’s process 
prior to letting, and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the 
Contractor’s actions after the contract is awarded. 
 
 
 

 
 
  
John Leonard, P.E. 
Construction Engineer 
  

http://www.deq.state.ok.us/
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Required Roles 

Time Period Entity Involved Action Required 

Prior to Letting Design Engineer Design the initial SWMP; determine the amount of soil 
disturbance anticipated; define the receiving waters which 
would receive runoff from the project; specify pay items and 
estimated quantities; etc. 
 

After Contract 
Award 

Office Engineer Provide a partially completed NOI to the Contractor.   

Prior to Earth 
Disturbing Activities 
Commencing 

Contractor Complete the Contractor information, signatory blocks and Start 
and Completion Date on the NOI; and submit the NOI to ODEQ 
for permitting.  
  

Before work begins 
on project. 

Residency Office Verify the Contractor’s Authorization to Discharge documents; 
discuss the requirements of the NPDES permit with the 
Contractor; and discuss the role of the Department and the 
Contractor on the project with regard to the SWPPP. 
 

During construction 
work. 

Residency Office Ensure that weekly project inspections and maintenance is 
being performed by the Contractor; and monitor the 
Contractor’s work to ensure that he fulfills the intent of the 
SWPPP. 
 

During construction 
work. 

Contractor Install and maintain the sediment and erosion controls on the 
project in a timely and updated manner; comply with the 
requirements associated with the NPDES permit; document the 
weekly project inspections and perform any maintenance 
required; ensure that the NPDES permit and the current SWPPP 
are available on the project site; and amend the SWPPP as the 
project proceeds to reflect progress. 
 

Project has attained 
70% stabilization of 
native background 
cover. 

Contractor Complete the NOT for the project and submit to ODEQ (ODEQ 
will conduct an inspection of the project for approval of the 
NOT); and supply documentation to the Residency of successful 
permit termination. 
 

 
Table 1 

 



 
Project Number:  Job Piece Number:  

Contract ID Number:  Inspection Date:  
Inspector for Contractor:  Resident Engineer:  

 
Was there a qualifying rain event (0.5 inches) during the inspection period? ___________ 
If yes, what were the rain gauge or weather station readings? _______________________ 

 
I.  Site Observations: 
 

1. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Are all erosion and sediment controls in the proper location prior 

to soil disturbing activities? 

2. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ 

Are all the practices specified in the Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in the proper location and in 

accordance with the minimum requirements of the OKR10 

General Permit? 

3. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Are all sediment and erosion control devices functioning 

properly? 

4. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Has maintenance been performed on controls that require repair or 

clean out? 

5. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Have all areas where construction activity has ceased for 14 days 

or more received temporary or permanent stabilization? 

6. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Are cut-and-fill slopes stable and adequately protected from 

erosion? 

7. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Are channels and outlets protected from sediment? 

8. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Are storm inlets protected from sediment? 

9. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Is sediment being prevented from leaving the site or entering 

streams? 

10. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Is dust being prevented from leaving the site? 

 

CONSTRUCTION SITE  

STORM WATER INSPECTION FORM 

 



PROJECT No: _____________ JOB PIECE No: _____________ CONTRACT ID No: _____________ 
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11. Yes □ No □ N/A □ 
Are proper measures being taken to eliminate offsite tracking of 

soils by vehicles leaving the site? 

12. Yes □ No □ N/A □ 
Are all material handling and storage areas reasonably clean and 

free of spills, leaks, or any other harmful materials? 

13. Yes □ No □ N/A □ 
Are materials subject to erosion/storm water contamination 

properly covered? 

14. Yes □ No □ N/A □ Are all outfalls free of any noticeable pollutant discharges? 

15. Yes □ No □ N/A □ Is the site free of floatables and litter? 

16. Yes □ No □ N/A □ Are washout facilities available and maintained? 

17. Yes □ No □ N/A □ Is the site free of indications of a hazardous material release?   

18. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Is there an adequate buffer zone between the construction site and 

any water resource? 

19. 

 

Yes □ 

 

No □ 

 

N/A □ Is the SWPPP on site and up to date? 

  
I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in 

accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. 

Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage this system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 

information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that 

there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing 

violations. 
 

Contractor Inspector: 

 

Name: ________________________________ Title: __________________________________ 

 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: ____________ Time: ________________ 
 

 

Inspection Report Reviewed By:  

 

ODOT Representative: __________________________ Title: ___________________________ 

 

Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

 
 

For each item checked “No”, fill out a Storm Water Detail Report.  Describe the 
problem(s) and the corrective actions taken.  All items checked “No”, including repairs 
and/or temporary or permanent stabilization are to be completed within 7 days. 
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II. Storm Water Detail Report: 
 
ORIGINAL INSPECTION DATE & TIME: _____________________ 

 

Description of problem(s) found during inspection: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Actions taken to correct problem(s) including any storm water control modifications: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date modifications were completed or are scheduled to be completed: _________________________ 

 

Were modifications to the SWPPP required as a result of the corrective action? _________________ 

 

Justification if actions not taken during this report period: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Contractor Inspector:  

 

Name: ____________________________________ Title: ______________________________ 

 

Signature: _________________________________ Date: __________ Time: _______________ 

 
 

Inspection Report Reviewed By:  
 

ODOT Representative: __________________________ Title: ___________________________ 

 

Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______________________________  
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Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Storm Water Runoff Inspections
Construction Control Directive No. 19950515

October 22, 2007

Scope: To define the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality
requirements, and the Oklahoma Department of Transportation
and their Contractors responsibilities for development,
documentation and maintenance of a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan for each project requiring a Storm Water Permit.

Requirements

The Clean Water Act and the National Environmental Policy Act make it
illegal to discharge pollutants into the environment of the United States. 
The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) is the
regulatory, enforcement and permitting authority for the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) in the State of Oklahoma.  The Contractor must
obtain a Storm Water Permit from ODEQ to perform soil disturbing activities
on a construction project that disturbs one acre or more, which may create a
potential for pollutants leaving the project.  Pollutants (sediment, oils, dust,
etc.) generated by the Contractor’s construction activity must be prevented
or reduced from leaving the project site to the maximum extent practicable. 

Obtaining Permission

The State of Oklahoma operates under the General Permit of the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).  The NPDES was created
under the Acts mentioned above.  To be included under this permit, the
Contractor must make application for each project which meets the
minimum criteria.  This application is in the form of a Notice of Intent (NOI)
for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activity.  Prior to
letting of the contract, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT)
Design personnel will submit a partially completed NOI to the Office Engineer
Division along with the project plans.  After the contract is awarded, the NOI
is forwarded to the Contractor with the contract documents.  This NOI is
completed by the Contractor and submitted to ODEQ for permit application. 
If ODEQ accepts the NOI, a permit is issued for the project.  This permit
essentially indicates that the Contractor can perform soil disturbing activities
on that particular project as long as the necessary steps are taken to ensure
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that any pollutant laden runoff is prevented or reduced from leaving the
project.

Each permit issued by the ODEQ has an associated annual fee.  The
Contractor pays this fee yearly for each permitted project.  The cost of this
permit is reimbursable under the pay item “SWPPP Documentation and
Management”.

Inspection and Maintenance

Inspections will be required on all disturbed areas of the project, material
storage areas, locations where vehicles enter and exit, portable plant sites
established for the project, and borrow areas.  The Contractor will conduct
and document these project inspections and will perform any maintenance
required.  This also includes updating the documentation to the SWPPP.  The
Residency Office assigned to each permitted project shall ensure that
required documentation is executed and any maintenance be performed. 
This is a NPDES permit requirement.  Failure to perform these inspections or
failure to confine the pollutants to the project could result in fines imposed
by ODEQ.  The detailed inspection requirements are indicated in Table 2.  A
copy of a suggested inspection form is also included.  This form should be
signed by the contractor on the project and initialed by the inspector.

During the course of construction, ODEQ may send a local representative to
the project for random compliance inspections without notification to the
Contractor.   

Permit Termination

Once the work on the project is completed, the Contractor must apply to be
terminated from this permit.  This application takes the form of a Notice of
Termination (NOT).  By submitting the NOT, the Contractor is indicating that
the project has achieved 70% stabilization of the native background cover
and that there is little risk of pollutant laden storm water runoff leaving the
project.  Prior to submitting the NOT, the Contractor may submit an
Inspection Request Form to ODEQ for a preliminary inspection to determine
if any further corrective measures are necessary.  This action could prevent
receiving a failing inspection on the NOT.  After submitting the NOT, ODEQ



Storm Water Runoff Inspections
October 22, 2009

Page 3 of  5

will perform a final inspection on the project site and either approve the
NOT, thereby releasing the contractor, or will reject the NOT and require
further action on the part of the Contractor.
  To eliminate unnecessary costs to the Contractor, it is important that once
a project is stabilized, the NOT is submitted.  Submittal of the NOT and the
acceptance of the NOT by ODEQ terminates the yearly fee requirement.   

Copies of the NOI and the NOT, as well as the requirements associated with
the NPDES General Permit, can be found on ODEQ’s website at
www.deq.state.ok.us.

Roles and Responsibilities

Both ODOT and the Contractor have roles which must be performed for a
project requiring a NPDES permit.  Table 1 summarizes the roles and
responsibilities of both the Department and the Contractor as defined in
Special Provision 220-1(a-h)99.  In order to provide clarity, the term Storm
Water Management Plan (SWMP) is used for ODOT’s process prior to letting,
and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the Contractor’s
actions after the contract is awarded.

George Raymond, P.E.
Construction Engineer
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Required Roles

Time Period Entity Involved Action Required

Prior to Letting Design Engineer Design the intial SWMP; determine the amount of soil
disturbance anticipated; define the receiving waters which
would receive runoff from the project; specify pay items and
estimated quantities; etc.

After Contract
Award

Office Engineer Provide a partially completed NOI to the Contractor.  

Prior to Earth
Disturbing Activities
Commencing

Contractor Complete the Contractor information, signatory blocks and
Start and Completion Date on the NOI; and submit the NOI to
ODEQ for permitting. 
 

Before work begins
on project.

Residency Office Verify the Contractor’s Authorization to Discharge documents;
discuss the requirements of the NPDES permit with the
Contractor; and discuss the role of the Department and the
Contractor on the project with regard to the SWPPP.

During construction
work.

Residency Office Ensure that weekly project inspections and maintenance is
being performed by the Contractor; and monitor the
Contractor’s work to ensure that he fulfills the intent of the
SWPPP.

During construction
work.

Contractor Install and maintain the sediment and erosion controls on the
project in a timely and updated manner; comply with the
requirements associated with the NPDES permit; document the
weekly project inspections and perform any maintenance
required; ensure that the NPDES permit and the current SWPPP
are available on the project site; and amend the SWPPP as the
project proceeds to reflect progress.

Project has attained 
70% stabilization of
native background
cover.

Contractor Complete the NOT for the project and submit to ODEQ (ODEQ
will conduct an inspection of the project for approval of the
NOT); and supply documentation to the Residency of successful
permit termination.

Table 1
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Inspection Requirements

Status Location Average
Annual Rainfall

Inspection
Interval

Unstabilized Areas All areas exposed to
precipitation

All amounts greater than
twenty inches

Every seven days and
within 24 hours after
one-half inch of
precipitation has fallen

Unstabilized Areas Projects in arid locations Up to twenty inches Monthly and within 24
hours after one-half inch
of precipitation has fallen 

Stabilized Areas All locations All amounts Monthly and within 24
hours after one-half inch
of precipitation has fallen
until the permit is
terminated

Table 2



Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
Inspection and Maintenance Form

Project Number:_________________________________ County:___________________________________________

Job Piece Number:_______________________________ Highway/Street:________ Date of Last Rainfall:___________

Inspector:______________________________________ Inspection Date:_______________ Report Number:________

The primary objective for establishing and maintaining temporary erosion control measures is to ensure that sediment is retained within the project limits. 

With this objective in mind, and using your best judgement, document your evaluation of the site conditions and erosion control measures for the project
referenced above.

SITE CONDITIONS

Slopes
Identify the location of slopes where soil disturbing activities have taken place and have not been covered.

Station, or Station to Station

Are there signs of

erosion or runoff

(Y/N)?

Comment

Ditches
Identify the location of ditches (existing, temporary, and/or proposed) that need to be cleared of sediment and debris.

Station, or Station to Station Comment

Drainage Structures
Identify the location of drainage structures (existing, temporary, and proposed) which are in need of sediment removal.

Station, or Station to Station Comment

Vehicle Offsite Tracking
Identify locations where soil and sediment are leaving the project site due to vehicles entering and leaving.

Station, or Station to Station Comment

Sodding
Identify the location of areas where soil disturbing activities have ceased and have been left uncovered for more than fourteen (14) days.

Station, or Station to Station Comment (has erosion or runoff occurred)

Identify the location of areas that have been stabilized but are in need of maintenance ( ie. sod has rolled, been washed out, lost material, etc.)

Station, or Station to Station Comment (has erosion or runoff occurred)

Have reasonable efforts been made to not disturb the existing vegetation and natural ground cover Y / N ?  If no, please explain.

Are stockpiles properly maintained to prevent runoff? Y / N



Temporary Erosion and Sediment Control Measures and Stabilization

Installation

Needed

Sediment
Removal

Needed

Fabric Torn or

Sagging

Improper

Installation

Pooling

Water

Post Broken

or Leaning
Breach Other Comment

(Check all that apply)

Silt Fence

Sta. To Sta.

Silt Dike

Bale Barrier

Rock Filter Dam

Sediment Filter

Sediment Trap

Other (please specify)

Installation

Needed

Improper

Installation

Loss of Grass

or Soil
Loss of  Seed Other Comment

Mulch

Temporary Seeding

Other (please specify)

Additional Comments

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NEEDED

Repairs and stabilization to be completed within 7 days of this report.

Contractor’s Signature _________________________________________________________ Date ________________________

Inspector ____________________________________________________________________
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