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Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Buy America Certifications
Construction Control Directive No. 19921209

February 15, 2002

Scope: To provide guidance in reviewing and accepting the Buy America
Certification submitted by the contractor.

It has come to the attention of this office that some Buy America
Certifications are being submitted prior to the steel products being
purchased.  This constitutes a “promise” to buy America, rather than a
certification that the materials were milled and manufactured in America, or
that the amount purchased from foreign countries did not exceed allowable
limits.

While it is advisable to bring this requirement to the contractor’s attention
before the material is acquired, the actual certification should be done “after
the fact”.  Please request the certification towards the end of the project,
after the steel purchases have been made.

There have been some cases where the Buy America Certification was
furnished by a supplier or someone other than the Prime Contractor.  Only
the Prime Contractor is to submit the Buy America Certification.  The
certification must be signed by the prime contractor or one of his officers. 
The certification should include the following verbiage:

“All steel and iron products used in the project were milled,
manufactured, and processed domestically.”

In reviewing the Buy America Certification, please consider the following:

1. Buy America applies to all projects which are let under the
Standard Specifications for Highway Construction(refer to Section
106.01(b)).

2. Applies to iron and steel products and their coatings.

3. All manufacturing processes must take place domestically.

4. The materials must be permanently installed, not temporary. 
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Temporary materials may be left in place at the contractor’s
convenience.

5. Minimal use of foreign source materials is permitted.  The value of
the material is based on the “as delivered to the project site.” 
This value is set at the greater of $2,500, or 0.1% of the original
contract amount and is the cumulative value for all foreign source
materials.

If you receive a Buy America Certification signed by the prime contractor
and you suspect that the contractor has not conformed to the conditions
stated above, please contact the Construction Division.

George Raymond, P.E.
Construction Engineer
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