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TEMPERATURE CHANGE PER EVERY
1/8" CHANGE IN BRIDGE LENGTH®

BEAM TOTAL EXPANSION LENGTH
TYPE 100' | 200' | 300' | 400' | 500'
CONCRETE [17.3°F| 8.7°F | 5.8°F | 4.3°F | 3.5°F
STEEL [16.0°F| 8.0°F | 5.3°F | 4.0°F | 3.2°F

® Table is for assisting in determining joint opening
size. A nominal 2" joint opening corresponds to
43°F for new prestressed concrete beams and
60°F for steel beams. Decrease opening as
temperature rises and increase as temperature

drops.
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