
OKLAHOMA ADVANCED MOBILITY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES
April 17, 2025

CALL TO ORDER:  Mr. Schwennesen called the meeting to order at 2:03 pm

ROLL CALL: Present: Jared Schwennesen for Tim Gatz
Marcus Hartman for James Grimsley 
Grayson Ardies
Tim Bunson for Hopper Smith
Amy Loftis-Walton
Lyndsey Miller for Jennifer McGrail

Absent: Jamey Jacob
Steve Fendley 
Tyler Moore
Jennifer Hankins
Garry Ambrose

ITEM PRESENTED BY ACTING CHAIR – Mr. Schwennesen

Approval of Minutes of December 19, 2024, Meeting

ACTION: Ardies moved, and Walton seconded that the Minutes be approved as presented.
MOTION: Carried by the following vote:
AYES: Schwennesen, Hartman, Ardies, Bunson, Walton, and Miller
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Jacob, Fendley, Moore, Hankins, and Ambrose

EMERGING AVIATION SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE – Mr. Woods

Mr. Wood noted we haven't had a subcommittee meeting in quite some time since completing 
the Advanced Strategic Plan. We've had a few off-the-record conversations with members 
about the possibility of reorganizing it into a different form for perhaps another mission, but 
nothing final.

I will provide some updates on ongoing projects, starting with Clinton Sherman. This relates 
to the $5 million in funding authorized by the Legislature to support Kratos testing here. We've 
been working on acquiring radars and other sensors. The radar testing in Florida is now 
complete and will be shipped and delivered here to Clinton Sherman by April 30th. My task 
today was to identify locations for placing these radars. As of this morning, we have tentative 
agreements with ODOT to install one at the Roger Mills Maintenance Facility north of 
Cheyenne, Oklahoma, and the other two at Clinton Sherman. These site agreements are 
tentative, and we'll coordinate through a Memorandum of Understanding with everyone 
involved in the construction to ensure proper placement and electrification. The process has 
been going very well.

Additionally, we have been in contact with Kratos, Vigilance, and MITRE as partners to finalize 
the project details and secure FAA approval. We've had a few interactions and meetings with 
the Monroney Center, mainly because they received federal funding for the VPAR (Vertical 
Performance Analysis Range) to test eVTOL aircraft. That construction project was potentially 
at risk due to ongoing activities in Washington. However, we have confirmed they are still 
receiving that funding and are currently in the construction design phase, which is expected to 
be finished by June. They plan to complete the project within the next 18-24 months. 
Additionally, they have been in contact with OEMs about bringing their aircraft to Oklahoma 
City for testing at the Monroney Center.



Oklahoma City will host two Olympic events. Discussions with local and state partners are 
planned to attract OEMs, potentially highlighting EVTOL technology. Depending on how the 
certification process with the FAA goes, that will determine what it might look like. But we've 
had some preliminary conversations with state and local partners about how that might take 
place and what that might look like. 

 It would be impressive to see them flying with Devon Tower in the background or 
perhaps holding the Olympic torch. 

 I've mentioned the multi-state collaborative, a group of State Aviation Directors and 
others working to find the best solutions. 

 Ground space issues. The FAA itself does not control those factors, but the States 
do. I often compare this to the early days of cell phones, and how when cell phone 
technology first arrived, and we all had Alltel or Cingular phones, you might go from 
Oklahoma to Texas and lose your carrier because you were on one network, and 
they were on another, and you paid like $70 a minute for roaming. And how the 
transition between these systems created challenges. Telecommunication indus-
tries had to collaborate to develop services and communication methods that work 
across different networks. Now, you can access any network seamlessly, and it 
functions very easily. The same issue will arise with these EVTOL companies as 
they fly between states or cities, using different systems and requiring integration. 

 That’s just one of the many challenges we're examining. We've had several in 
person meetings: the last one I attended was in Utah last month. We are hosting 
the next meeting here in Oklahoma, expecting around 40-45 State Directors to at-
tend a two-day conference, with the dates still to be decided. I will inform you when 
the event is scheduled. There will probably be a mixer in the evening, or something  
similar, for anyone who wants to attend. More details will be provided soon. 
 

So that's my report for the month or the quarter. I think Grayson or Mark will speak on behalf 
of James Grimsley about HB2312, which affects all of us.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Mr. Ardies 

The Oklahoma Legislature has a few distractions this session, but aerospace-related legislation 
continues to advance with minimal disruption.  

Key bills being tracked: 

Engineer tax credit extensions:
House Bill 2019 and Senate Bill 287 both extend tax credits for engineers (6–7 years). 
The Senate version also addresses a technical issue that prevented aerospace institute 
employees at OU and OSU from qualifying. Both bills are moving forward in the 
legislature. 

 USAM (Advanced Air Mobility) bills we presented: 
House Bill 2266 and Senate Bill 920 aim to: 

 1. Add zoning protections for vertiports and heliports. 
 2. Clarify the authority to install aviation infrastructure, such as radar systems. 

These bills are progressing, with SB920 recently moving out of committee. 

 Other impactful bills: 
o Senate Bill 730: Establishes requirements and restrictions for airport 

construction planning across the state. 
o Senate Bill 912: Transfers the Oklahoma Space Industry Development Authority 

to the Department of Aerospace. 

 

 



 Potentially harmful legislation: 
o House Bill 2312: Would remove an exemption allowing drone operations under 

FAA Part 107 near critical infrastructure, effectively restricting such flights. This 
raises concerns about state overreach into federally controlled airspace. The bill 
is still pending further approval. 

Overall: 

Most aerospace-related bills are advancing well, with efforts centered on tax incentives, 
infrastructure, and emerging aviation technologies. However, the drone restriction bill presents 
a potential risk to the industry. 

AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE WORKING GROUP UPDATE – Mr. Robins 

The State of Oklahoma was well represented at the National Lifesavers Conference, the largest 
Highway Safety Conference in the country. I represented Oklahoma in the Google Waymo-
sponsored stakeholder simulation on autonomous vehicle policy implementation. I observed 
stakeholder interactions ranging from researchers to the public and media.  

Another notable update is Kodiak, which operates between our state, Texas, and New Mexico, 
successfully completing a frac sand delivery with Atlas. Ironically, years ago, when this 
conversation began, we focused on energy, traffic, and safety in Oklahoma communities where 
oil and gas are produced through the Energizer Safety Coalition.  

If you experience a fatality or serious injury in the oil field, about 50% of those incidents relate 
directly to traffic, congestion, and road issues. We’re interested in getting an update from them; 
perhaps they could provide this committee with a progress report, which might lead to efficiency 
and safety improvements from an economic standpoint.  

Additionally, Kodiak, which weathered the recent consolidation of autonomous trucking 
companies, announced it will go public through a SPAC to raise more capital. We’ll see where 
that goes. Lastly, there’s no significant legislation currently. I recently updated our report on 
current and past legislation regarding Autonomous Vehicle Technology in response to a 
question for an upcoming report.  

OPEN DISCUSSION 

Jared said we are meeting about quarterly right now. We have talked about going bi-monthly. 
What are your thoughts on this?  
 
Grayson proposed that we create a Doodle poll to check Mr. Gatz’s availability in June, and 
everyone else will select the date or dates that work best for them. Then we would continue 
doing this every other month.  
 
Mr. Schwennesen requested a motion to schedule the upcoming June meeting based on the 
Doodle poll results and to repeat every 2 months thereafter. 

ACTION:  Walton moved, and Ardies seconded that the motion be approved as presented.  
MOTION: Carried by the following vote: 
AYES: Schwennesen, Hartman, Ardies, Bunson, Walton, and Miller 
ABSTAIN: None 

 ABSENT: Jacob, Fendley, Moore, Hankins, and Ambrose 

 

 

 



CLOSING REMARKS

Mr. Schwennesen thanked everyone for attending.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION

ACTION: Walton moved, and Ardies seconded that the Meeting be adjourned.
MOTION: Carried by the following vote:
AYES: Schwennesen, Hartman, Ardies, Bunson, Walton, and Miller
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Jacob, Fendley, Moore, Hankins, and Ambrose

The meeting adjourned at 2:33 pm  

Approval of Minutes:

_______________________________                                                                  
Jared Schwennesen – Acting Chairman


