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The Oklahoma Department of Transportation is pleased to partner with the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission in building nine new inspection stations statewide, as announced at the
OCC’s press conference Tuesday. Formerly referred to as weigh stations, the new facilities will
provide critical services while protecting the state’s infrastructure and the safety of the traveling
public. Oklahoma’s inspection stations are staffed by the OCC, and ODOT is responsible for
providing and maintaining the facilities.

This visionary move, driven by the OCC, will overhaul, upgrade and implement state-of-
the-art technologies to replace the current system of inspecting and weighing commercial trucks
at key locations along the state’s borders to stop violators with illegal and unsafe loads. Stations
will enforce permits, registration, fuel tax payments and other safety concerns.

“This is a great opportunity that benefits all Oklahomans. The state of our inspection
stations has been a vexing problem for some time. We are thrilled that the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission has developed a solution and would like to say ‘thanks,”” Phil
Tomlinson, Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation, said.

Currently, less than 10% of commercial vehicles operating on Oklahoma’s roads are
inspected or weighed. By catching violators early, the new inspection stations will help protect
the traveling public in addition to preserving state and local infrastructures, such as city streets,
turnpikes and county roads.

Funding to maintain the current facilities, which, on average, are more than 40 years old,
has not been available. As a result, the stations are antiquated and the facilities are worn and not
properly located. In addition, projections indicate an increase of 70% in commercial vehicle
traffic in the next 20 years which will stress an already overburdened system.

Security, integrity of Oklahoma highways, interstates and bridges and most importantly,
the safety of all traveling motorists is at stake. Research proves that illegal, overweight trucks
cause the infrastructure to prematurely fail and can contribute to accidents and fatalities. Long
term, the cost of damage to the state’s highways and bridges from overweight vehicles far
exceeds the cost of providing a good port of entry inspection station. It is estimated more than 9
million trucks enter Oklahoma at the nine new locations annually.

ODOT is very appreciative of the OCC’s initiative in taking the steps toward resolving
funding shortfalls and finding a stable revenue source. Approximately $61 million, of which $54
million will be provided by the OCC, will be available for construction, slated to begin within
the next year. All stations are expected to be operational within the next six years.

The new inspection stations will be located along I-40 in Beckham and Sequoyah
Counties, I-44 in Cotton and Ottawa Counties, I-35 in Love and Kay Counties, US-69/75 in
Bryan County, US-271 in Choctaw County and US-412 in Delaware County.
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(Editors and News Directors: Graphics and bullet points can be located on the web at

http://www.okladot.state.ok.us/public-info/press/. For media inquires call the ODOT Public
& Media Relations Office at 405-521-6000.)



Oklahoma Department of Transportation representatives and Oklahoma Corporation
Commissioners, view a presentation Tuesday during the Corporation Commission’s press
conference announcing the agencies’ partnership and commitment to building nine new
commercial trucking inspection stations across the state. Pictured left to right are: OCC
Chairman Jeff Cloud, OCC Commissioner Bob Anthony, OCC Commissioner Jim Roth,
Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation Phil Tomlinson and ODOT Director Gary Ridley.
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