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 The purpose of this meeting is to inform the 
public & solicit comments about the Department’s 
proposed projects to improve US-259 from Idabel 
to the Red River Bridge. 

 

 2006 Feasibility Study prepared by ODOT 

 2010 Reconnaissance Reports prepared by Guy 
Engineering Services,Inc. for ODOT 

 2010 Previous Public Meeting held by ODOT on July 8, 
2010 

 2012 Alignment Study prepared by EST for ODOT 
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 The purpose of this study is to support a National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) evaluation a part 
of the overall planning process to improve the 
safety, mobility and capacity by realigning the 
route, adding paved shoulders, and 
reconstructing the bridges & drainage structures 
along US-259. 
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EVALUATION OF US-259 
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Identified Elements of Concern within the Study Area 

Sharp Curves 

Traffic Accidents 

Environmental Impacts 

WHAT IS NEPA AND THE ODOT DECISION MAKING PROCESS? 
NEPA is an acronym for the Federal Law called the National Environmental Policy Act, enacted in 1969. In order 
to use federal funds, a decision-making process that balances the social, economic, and environmental concerns 
must be conducted. Public Involvement and comments are part of the NEPA process. The Department will solicit 
comments from State, Federal, Tribal, and local agencies, and will continue to coordinate with them as 
necessary.  Data will be collected on potential environmental issues such as noise, wetlands, cultural resources, 
historic resources, parks, displacements of homes or businesses, etc., to evaluate potential impacts of the 
proposed improvements.  Economic impacts such as construction costs, estimated right-of-way, and utility cost 
data will also be evaluated. This information is utilized to make sound decisions in transportation 
improvements. 



 Evaluated Study Area 

 Environmental Areas of 

Avoidance 

 Schools, Churches and Cemeteries 

 Wildlife Management Areas 

 WRP Easements & USA Properties 

 Watershed Dams & Easements 

 Archeological Sites 

 GLO & Pre 1966 Structures 
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Alternative 3A 
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Alternative 4 
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Alternative 5 



 Evaluation Table Discussion – Physical 
Considerations 
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 Evaluation Table Discussion – Operational 
Considerations 
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 Evaluation Table Discussion – Environmental 
Considerations 
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 Evaluation Table Discussion – Environmental 
Considerations 
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Preferred Alternative after completion of study is 

Alternative 3A 

Next Steps to Process 

 Stakeholder & Public Input 

 Selection of Alignment 

 Design Plans for Construction 



QUESTIONS? 
COMMENTS? 
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