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Farmers Cooperative Association

Eldorado, Quanah, Goodlett
18587 Hwy 6 PO Box E
Eldorado, OK 73537
Ph: 580-633-2274  Fax: 580-633-2356

January 20, 2014

Gary Ridley

Secretary of Transportation
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority
3500 N Martin Luther King Ave.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111

Gary Ridley,

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) approached the Farmers Cooperative
Association of Eldorado in 1998 to build a shuttle facility at our Texas location, In 2010, after
several years of work with the BNSF, the shuttle facility was built at our location in Eldorado,
Oklahoma.

I believe you should strongly consider the BNSF Railway in the purchase of the line that runs
between Tulsa and Oklahoma City called the Sooner Sub. The BNSF has been able to increase
the profits for the farmers of Southwest Oklahoma by $.30 per bushel on their wheat. Also, they
have been able to give incentives and contracts to the Farmers Cooperative of Eldorado to help
with the freight to deliver to destinations in the United States. Throughout the thirty-nine years
that I have worked with the BNSF, I have always been pleased with the outstanding job they
have done during wheat harvest.

If you allow a short line railroad to purchase the track, you would have to raise taxes in
Oklahoma to repair the tracks and upgrade the rail. My suggestion is that you go with a class
one railroad where the taxes will not increase on the families of Oklahoma because the class one
railroad will be paying for the upkeep. Also, the freight rates would be cheaper on the BNSF
than the short lines and the service would be ten times better. If the BNSF purchases the Sooner
Sub between Tulsa and Oklahoma City, you will not have to increase taxes and you will receive
better railroads, better rates and better service.

Thank you,
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Barney Trammell
General Manager



Farmers Cooperative Association
Eldorado, Quanah, Goodlett
18587 Hwy 6 PO Box E
Eldorado, OK 73537
Ph: 580-633-2274  Fax: 580-633-2356

January 20, 2014

Michael Teague

Secretary of Energy and Environment
100 N Broadway Ave., #2350
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102

Michael Teague,

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) approached the Farmers Cooperative
Association of Eldorado in 1998 to build a shuttle facility at our Texas location. In 2010, after
several years of work with the BNSF, the shuttle facility was built at our location in Eldorado,
Oklahoma.

I believe you should strongly consider the BNSF Railway in the purchase of the line that runs
between Tulsa and Oklahoma City called the Sooner Sub. The BNSF has been able to increase
the profits for the farmers of Southwest Oklahoma by $.30 per bushel on their wheat. Also, they
have been able to give incentives and contracts to the Farmers Cooperative of Eldorado to help
with the freight to deliver to destinations in the United States. Throughout the thirty-nine years
that I have worked with the BNSF, I have always been pleased with the outstanding job they
have done during wheat harvest.

If you allow a short line railroad to purchase the track, you would have to raise taxes in
Oklahoma to repair the tracks and upgrade the rail. My suggestion is that you go with a class
one railroad where the taxes will not increase on the families of Oklahoma because the class one
railroad will be paying for the upkeep. Also, the freight rates would be cheaper on the BNSF
than the short lines and the service would be ten times better. If the BNSF purchases the Sooner
Sub between Tulsa and Oklahoma City, you will not have to increase taxes and you will receive
better railroads, better rates and better service.

Thank you,
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Barney Tr ell
General Manager



TULSA CITY COUNCIL
November 7, 2013

The Honorable Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin,

The Tulsa City Council, along with the Tulsa Rail Advisory Committee, would like to request
that the sale of the state-owned 97.5 mile, Oklahoma City — Sapulpa rail line known as “The
Sooner Sub-line” be thoroughly investigated. We ask that the upmost transparency and openness
be employed as consultation and study development proceeds.

The 1998 railroad purchase of 870 miles of rail property was considered essential to a strategic
transportation corridor linking Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Since the purchase, ODOT has sold
over half of the lines. While some of these lines are no longer needed, since some rural towns
have decreased in population, the corridor between Tulsa and Oklahoma City, we believe, should
not be sold. It is the only chance for passenger rail between the state’s population centers.

While ODOT has asked the Federal Railroad Administration for a $2 billion regional high speed
rail line, since 2010 the FRA has only allocated $10 billion for all of the United States of |
America. While this is the ultimate goal of passenger rail, a private company has currently .
proposed to run a passenger line service multiple times a day, with no capital outlay from the |

state.

We love our state and only want to see it grow and prosper. We know that passenger rail on this
line will further those goals. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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Tulsa City Councilors
CC:Secretary Ridley, Secretary Doerflinger, Secretary Lopez, Secretary Reese, Secretary Teague

175 EAST SECOND STREET, FOURTH FLOOR ° TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74103
(918) 596-1990 ° FAX 596-1964 ° www.tulsacouncil.org



Matt Ritchie, VP Materials

Kenny Henderson, GM Greenhill Concrete
Shawn Roberts, GM Greenhill Quarry
Zac Brummal, GM OCM

600 N. Sunnylane Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73117
Telephone: (405) 672-8855
FAX: (405) 672-9334

OKLAHOMA CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS

January 7, 2014 |

Secretary Teague,

My name is Matt Ritchie and | am Vice President of Materials for Sherwood Construction. The

materials division of Sherwood comprises a ready mixed concrete producer and rock quarry in Tulsa, as :
well as a rail transload facility in Oklahoma City called Oklahoma Construction Materials (OCM). This ,
facility accepts shipments by rail of various construction aggregates and stockpiles them for resale. Itis i
located at 600 N. Sunnylane in Del City, and is serviced by the Stillwater Central Railroad. We are
deeply concerned about the outcome of the Sooner Sub situation and the affects it could have on

OCM'’s business as well as our quarry in Tulsa that supplies OCM.

WATCO and the Stillwater Central have been valued business partners for more than a decade.
Sherwood and WATCO have jointly made significant capital investments over the years to improve the
rail sidings at our locations and bolster our ability to service our customers. WATCO took on the Sooner
Sub when it was all but abandoned and built a thriving customer base to the benefit of the State of
Oklahoma. As one of those customers that benefited from WATCQ’s investment and vision, we hope
that their past investments and success in developing this route are taken into account as a part of the
State’s decision process.

In addition to our loyalty to WATCO for all they have done for our businesses and the State of
Oklahoma by successfully developing an underutilized asset, we are also concerned that our businesses
would suffer if a Class | railroad were to gain full control of the Sooner Sub. While we do move a large
amount of tons, our customers’ shifting demands and the logistics of our sites dictate that we run
shorter ‘cuts’ of cars than the Class I’s are typically interested in hauling. We have negotiated with
Class I’s on different moves before, and the economics seem to change dramatically for them when
they’re asked to move 40 cars at a time, versus 90 car unit trains. Additionally, construction aggregates
are low margin commodities and are sure to be de-prioritized in favor of unit trains of higher margin
commodities that can absorb higher haul rates. WATCO built their business by handling the moves that
the Class I's found less desirable, and our moves fit that description.

OCM’s position in the aggregate market in Oklahoma City is not only important to Sherwood’s
business prospects, but also to the construction market in the area. The 500k to 600k tons of
aggregates we import and sell each year in the market would have to be re-sourced should our rail
transportation be lost or priced prohibitively. We sell to ready mixed concrete producers, asphalt
producers, and contractors, most of who would be forced to realign their purchasing arrangements or
be forced to significantly raise prices should OCM go away.

Oklahoma Construction Materials, P.O. Box 10, Catoosa, OK 74015-0010



Matt Ritchie, VP Materials

Kenny Henderson, GM Greenhill Concrete
Shawn Roberts, GM Greenhill Quarry

Zac Brummal, GM OCM

600 N. Sunnylane Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73117
Telephone: (405) 672-8855
FAX: (405) 672-9334

OKLAHOMA CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS

The Stillwater Central’s management of the Sooner Sub has opened doors for
businesses like OCM to thrive in markets to which they previously had no access. While we
understand that the State of Oklahoma is obliged to make the best decision for its taxpayers,
we hate the thought of a bidding war involving Class | railroads with vast capital reserves
intent on bullying their way into a market that only exists thanks to WATCO’s hard work. We
urge you to give credit where credit is due and acknowledge that not only has WATCO done
the legwork up until now, but we believe that the presence of a customer focused, short line
provider in control of the Sooner Sub will be a greater long term benefit to Oklahoma and the
industries that depend on this service to thrive.

Respectfully,

Matt Ritchie
Vice President - Materials

Sherwood Construction
(918) 266-6861
Email: -

Oklahoma Construction Materials, P.O. Box 10, Catoosa, OK 74015-0010
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COME GROW WITH US

Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Atin: Denise Northrup

Governor Fallin:

| am the City Manager in Stroud, OK and am well aware that the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision Railroad which runs right
through the middle of Stroud. The Sooner Sub, currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad is
an asset to Stroud because of the connections that it provides to three Class | railroad carriers: Union
Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern Railroad. Selling the railroad to anyone other than the Stillwater
Central Railroad will seriously jeopardize our ability to attract new businesses to Stroud because of
captive access to only one railroad. In fact, some of the businesses in Stroud have told me they would be
forced to relocate if a noncompetitive carrier were to own the line. That is not a risk you should be
willing to take.

Working with the SLWC, Stroud has been able to attract numerous businesses to the area providing the
citizens in Stroud well-paying jobs and security. The relationship that has been developed between the
SLWC and Stroud cannot be ignored and | hope it will be taken into consideration when ODOT proceeds
with the sale of the railroad.. As we continue to market Stroud to large and small companies alike, we
want the Stillwater Central Railroad to be a part of our growth as they have been since they took over
this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, | urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the operator of the
Sooner Subdivision. Allowing any large carrier to operate the line would be devastating to our City’s
potential growth.

Sincerely,

4 BOBIV
Tim Schook, City Manager, Ny &
Director of Economic Development JAAN 3 ) \

'

2,300,000 Oklahomas within a 65 Mile Radius * The Winery and Grape Capital of Okiahoma
www.cityofstroud.com
220 W. 2" Street, PO Box 500 * Stroud, Oklahoma 74079 * City Action Line: (918) 968-2890




CC:

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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COME GROW WITH US

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment

100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

2,300,000 Oklahomas within a 65 Mile Radius * The Winery and Grape Capital of Oklahoma

www.cityofstroud.com

220 W. 2" Street, PO Box 500 * Stroud, Oklahoma 74079 * City Action Line: (918) 968-2890
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COME GROW WITH US

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attn: Denise Northrup

Governor Fallin:

| am the Mayor of the City of Stroud, OK and am well aware that the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision Railroad which runs right
through the middle of Stroud. The Sooner Sub, currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad is
an asset to Stroud because of the connections that it provides to three Class | railroad carriers: Union
Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern Railroad. Selling the railroad to anyone other than the Stillwater
Central Railroad will seriously jeopardize our ability to attract new businesses to Stroud because of
captive access to only one railroad. In fact, some of the businesses in Stroud have told me they would be
forced to relocate if a noncompetitive carrier were to own the line. That is not a risk you should be
willing to take.

Working with the SLWC, Stroud has been able to attract numerous businesses to the area providing the
citizens in Stroud well-paying jobs and security. The relationship that has been developed between the
SLWC and Stroud cannot be ignored and | hope it will be taken into consideration when ODOT proceeds
with the sale of the railroad.. As we continue to market Stroud to large and small companies alike, we
want the Stillwater Central Railroad to be a part of our growth as they have been since they took over
this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, i urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the operator of the
Sooner Subdivision. Allowing any large carrier to operate the line would be devastating to our City’s
potential growth.

Sincerely,
i

Aol

Debbie Garrett, Mayor
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2,300,000 Oklahomas within a 65 Mile Radius * The Winery and Grape Capital of Oklahoma
www.cityofstroud.com
220 W. 2" Street, PO Box 500 * Stroud, Oklahoma 74079 * City Action Line: (218) 968-2890




cc: COME GROW WITH US

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, 0K 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, 0K 73102

2,300,000 Oklahomas within a 65 Mile Radius * The Winery and Grape Capital of Oklahoma
www.cityofstroud.com
220 W. 2™ Street, PO Box 500 * Stroud, Oklahoma 74079 * City Action Line: (918) 968-2890




MAIN OFFICE COOP STATION
PHONE 580-846-9008 L.P.G. - GAS - DIESEL
FAX 580-846-9009 PHONE 580-846-9079

= O —~——000
PLANTERS CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

50¢€
P.O.BOX 8
LONE WOLF, OKLAHOMA 73655

January 29, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City OK 73105

Cc: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Kenny Hahn and | am the General Manager of Planters Cooperative Association, headquartered out of
Lone Wolf, Oklahoma. Planters is one of the two largest cooperatives serving the grain producers of the great
state of Oklahoma and has been in business since 1929. Excellent rail service is a huge part of providing the
means necessary for producers in this state to continue to succeed.

The Stillwater Central Railroad gives Planters access to the Union Pacific Railroad which continues to provide
extremely competitive rail rates. Planters has spent in excess of $1,200,000.00 to construct storage and rail load
out facilities in order to be able to access the UP rates. | understand that the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation plans to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Sub which is currently operated by the Stillwater
Central Railroad. If this rail system is sold to a large railroad that will not provide competitive rates, it could
devastate the economy in the areas it serves. | want to encourage you to sell the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater
Central Railroad. This would be a wise choice for the economic structure of grain shipment for southwest
Oklahoma as well as other shipping needs throughout the state.

Planters Cooperative Association fully supports the Stillwater Central Railroad in their endeavor to purchase the
Sooner Sub. If you have any questions concerning the importance of the rail system and competitive rates to the
agricultural business, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

_”Kenneth Hahn
General Manager
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Altus Branch Hobart Branch Roosevelt Branch
580-482-7100 580-726-3353 580-639-2262

Fax 580-482-9436 Fax 580-726-2906 Fax 580-639-2022



Town of Jones City

110 E Main Street
Jones, Oklahoma
405.399.5301

Secretary Larry Parman,

Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Mr. Parman

I am the Mayor in the Town of Jones City. OK and have recently learned that the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision
Railroad which runs right through the middle of Jones. The section of track, currently operated
by the Stillwater Central Railroad is an asset to Jones because of the connections that it provides
to three Class I railroad carriers: Union Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern Railroad.
Selling the railroad to anyone other than the Stillwater Central Railroad will seriously jeopardize
our ability to attract new businesses to Jones because of captive access to only one railroad.

The Stillwater Central Railroad has been a great partner with us over the past 15 years and has
worked cooperatively with our town to help us grow and attract new business. As we continue to
market our town to large and small companies alike, we want the Stillwater Central Railroad to
be a part of our growth as they have been since they took over this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, I urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the operator

of the Sooner Subdivision. Allowing any large carrier to operate the line would be devastating to
our town.

Kot ol

Mayor Ray Poland



TOWN OF DAVENPORT
PO Box 279, Davenport, OK 74026
Phone: 918-377-2235
Fax: 918-377-2650

Tuesday, January 7, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin:

The Town of Davenport, OK has recently learned that the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision Railroad which
runs right through the middle of Davenport. The section of track, currently operated by the
Stillwater Central Railroad is an asset to Davenport because of the connections that it provides to
three Class I railroad carriers: Union Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern Railroad.

The Stillwater Central Railroad has been a great partner with us over the past 15 years and has
worked cooperatively with our Town to help us grow and attract new business. As we continue
to market Davenport to large and small companies alike, we want the Stillwater Central Railroad
to be a part of our growth as they have been since they took over this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, I urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the operator
of the Sooner Subdivision.

Sincerely,

w
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City of Chandler

414 Manvel Ave. 405-258-3200
Chandler, OK 74834 Fax: 405-258-3203
www.chandlerok.com

January 2, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin:

I'am the City Manager in Chandler, OK and have recently learned that the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision
Railroad which runs right through the middle of Chandler. The section of track, currently
operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad is an asset to Chandler because of the connections
that it provides to three Class | railroad carriers: Union Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern
Railroad. Selling the railroad to anyone other than the Stillwater Central Railroad will seriously
jeopardize our ability to attract new businesses to Chandler because of captive access to only
one railroad.

The Stillwater Central Railroad has been a great partner with us over the past 15 years and has
worked cooperatively with our City to help us grow and attract new business. As we continue to
market Chandler to large and small companies alike, we want the Stillwater Central Railroad to
be a part of our growth as they have been since they took over this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, | urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the
operator of the Sooner Subdivision. Allowing any large carrier to operate the line would be
devastating to our City’s potential growth.

Sincerely,

James Melson
City Manager



Tim Wagner
Colata Harlan

426 Poplar Avenue
Yukon, OK 73099
(405) 354-3189
hwinc@cox.net

Secretary of Commerce

Larry V. Parman

OK Department of Commerce
900 N Stiles Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Dear Secretary Parman:

Continuing to sell state-owned rail lines is clearly a step in the wrong direction, if Oklahoma
wants to join other progressive, economically competitive cities like Dallas—Fort Worth, which
have functional public transportation systems that contribute substantially to economic
development.

The remaining state-owned rail must not be sold off by the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation. The state bought that rail only a couple decades ago. These miles are essential
to a statewide passenger rail system, which could be operating sooner rather than later between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa because most of the rail is already in place.

The state of Oklahoma can test the public transit waters with conventional rail at the same time
that the ODOT completes yet another study ostensibly with the intention of implementing high
speed rail at some point in the future.

Meanwhile, people could be riding between our major cities.

We have the potential to attract businesses from cities with public transit systems and boost
sales tax revenues like Dallas-Fort Worth did 15" years ago. In the early days, north Texas
cities that got on board realized sales tax increases of $12 for every $1 that was invested. They
know the bump was due to public transit because cities that said "no” did not get these
increases.

Please say no to the sale of state-owned rail assets and yes to expanded public transit options
that will generate sales tax revenue and attract young, innovative business owners to
Oklahoma.

Thank you,
‘%/L [Zi“? ’7&-____.4‘ (;)%6.:\[.\ P // &4/(%
Tim Wagger Colata Harlan
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The Honorable Mary Fallin RECE' VED

Governor, State of Oklahoma

Oklahoma State Capitol JAN 8 12014

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 D'RECTO R’
S OFFICE

Attn: Denise Northrup

Dear Governor Fallin:

Kansas City Southern (KCS) is aware of The Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s (ODOT’s) current
bid process regarding the possible sale of the state’s Sooner Subdivision rail line. KCS has operations in eastern
Oklahoma and has critically important interchanges with other Oklahoma rail carriers from this line. KCS
interchanges with the South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad (SKOL), providing vital Oklahoma shipper access to
KCS’ North American rail network.

KCS is proud to have operated in Oklahoma for nearly 125 years. In that time we have worked to create
value for Oklahoma shippers by delivering quality service and by connecting them to our rail network that now
spans the central United States, Mexico and beyond. Having good short line railroads, like the Stillwater Central
Railroad (SLWC), who can interchange traffic to our network and others, as is the case for shippers along the
Sooner Sub today, creates tremendous value for shippers and the people of Oklahoma. It helps keep these
communities competitive for future jobs and investment.

KCS believes that the best interest of the state, its rail shippers and communities along the rail line would
be served through some kind of long-term lease with the current operator of the Sooner Subdivision to allow for a
continued focus on growing business, serving shippers, and creating economic development along the line.
However, if ODOT decides to go through with a sale of the line as contemplated under the current bid process, KCS
believes that the state’s central concern should be to ensure that a neutral short line carrier operates the line to
ensure equal and fair access to all three western U.S. Class I Carriers, avoiding the adverse impact on shippers and
communities along the line that would result from allowing the line to be closed by a single Class 1
carrier. Allowing shippers along the line to retain access to all three western Class I carriers is in the public interest.

Any sale of the line should carefully consider the impact of the sale on the shippers and communities along
the line who currently have access to all three western Class I carriers today but could lose that access due to the
sale.

Watco Companies has operated the Sooner Sub for the past 15 years, and has worked closely with KCS to
grow rail service and traffic over the line. Together, KCS and Watco have marketed the central Oklahoma region
for economic development which is of primary importance to the local communities along the line.

Maintaining access to shippers located on the Sooner Sub for the movement of crude oil and other
commodities by more than just one Class I carrier is essential for Oklahoma’s growth and for the competitiveness of
facilities built along the line. That access will be gone if a single Class I railroad is the operator of the line. KCS
currently uses the SLWC’s sister railroad, SKOL to gain access into the Oklahoma market, opening that market up
to all of the origins, destinations, and interchanges on KCS.

Watco has been a tremendous partner with the State of Oklahoma and should retain the line which they
have grown from zero carloads to just under 30,000 carloads. Selling this line to another Class I railroad has the

CATHEDRAL SQUARE 427 WEST 1214 STREET KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64105



Governor Fallin Page 2 of 2
January 28, 2014

potential to eliminate rail competition throughout central Oklahoma and chase away some of the smaller volume
customers who currently ship on the Sooner Sub.

A neufral short line carrier, like Watco’s Stillwater Central, that equitably serves all connecting Class I's
has the greatest certainty of providing service and competition to central Oklahoma and allowing its economy to

grow.

Since 1998 the Stillwater Central has put more than $16 million of its own money into the Sooner Sub to
make moving freight by rail in central Oklahoma safer and more reliable. As the SLWC continues to plan for its
long term future in the State, the State must provide that same certainty to local businesses that choose to ship by rail
in Oklahoma and benefit from the competition that the Stillwater Central provides.

Kansas City Southern urges you and ODOT to keep these critical factors in mind as you review the bids for
the Sooner Subdivision and remember the vital role that a short line operator like Watco’s Stillwater Central
Railroad provides by providing nondiscriminatory interchange to all Class I's, keeping the line competitive and vital
for future economic growth of Oklahoma.

Please let us know if you have any questions or if there is anything more we can do to support this
approach to ODOT’s sale process.

Very sincerely,

o [ o L NN, N

TS s S 3
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David L. Starling
President & Chief Executive Officer
cc:

v/Secretaly Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102




Hawks Loaistics

1120 Bankside Circle
Edmond, OK 73012
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Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Attn: Denise Northrup
Governor Fallin:

Hawks Logistics, inc is in strong support of Watco’s proposal to purchase the Sooner Sub
from the State of Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma will be better served by allowing
Watco, the short line railroad owner that has built this abandoned line into a viable
railroad, to continue to serve the State and its customers as it has done.

The State of Oklahoma displayed great wisdom when it purchased abandoned lines from
the Class I railroads and leased them to short line railroads. By doing that, manufacturers
on the short lines were able to continue or start new businesses utilizing rail as a low-cost
form of transportation. Because of this action, Oklahoma is one of the few states in the
United States where less than 50% of the manufacturers in the state are captive to a Class
I railroad.

Currently, there is an action before the Surface Transportation Board of the United States
listed as Ex Parte 711. Shippers and others served by the railroads in the United States
determined that there was a need to develop competition among the Class I railroads.
When a company is captive to a Class | railroad they do not enjoy competitive rates from
the railroad that serves them. With the short line connections to multiple Class I railroads,
most of the shippers in the State of Oklahoma enjoy competitive rates

Because the Stillwater Central (SLWC) offers connections to three Class I railroads and a
number of short lines, they can attract customers to the line who would otherwise not be
able to benefit from competitive prices. If this line is sold to another carrier, many of the
customers currently being served by the Stillwater Central may be forced to locate to
other sites that offer a competitive rail connection. This will take jobs and money out of
our State’s economy.



Hawks Logistics, inc. is a service-disabled veteran-owned small business. We have been
a consulting firm in the logistics industry for 14 years in Oklahoma. I personally have
over 47 years in the industry. [ am a certified member of the American Society of
Transportation and Logistics, a board member of the National Industrial Transportation
League, a member of the National Defense Transportation Association, and was born and
raised an Oklahoman. I received my undergraduate degree from the University of
Oklahoma and have taught there and at several colleges and universities including
Oklahoma State University’s Oklahoma City campus.

We believe that it is in the best interest of the state of Oklahoma to support Watco and the
Stillwater Central Railroad’s proposal because of the service that they have displayed to
their many customers in the state of Oklahoma.

Sincerely,
T /d\

Steve Hﬁwks
President

CC:

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102



PACIFIC

Richard D. Bertel
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

Via Federal Express

January 27, 2014

Mr. Gary Ridley RECEIVE

Secretary of Transportation
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION JAN 3 1 ZUM
200 N.E. 21 Street DIRECTOR'.S OFFICE

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

RE: Sooner Subdivision Railroad Sale
Request for Proposal — November 1, 2013

Dear Secretary Ridley:

On behalf of Rio Grande Pacific Corporation I am writing this letter confirming our support for the Stillwater Central
Railroad purchase of the Sooner Subdivision; or alternatively, their being selected to remain the operator under
continued Oklahoma Department of Transportation ownership for an extended time into the future.

Early on, we had expressed our serious interest in the Request for Proposal dated November 1, 2013 regarding the
sale of the Sooner Subdivision Railroad. As an experienced shortline rail operator in Oklahoma and longtime partner
with O.D.O.T through our Wichita, Tillman & Jackson Railway subsidiary, we believed, among other things, that we
could provide service that would allow continued access for Oklahoma shippers to multiple Class I carriers with an
efficiency that would serve the interests of the State of Oklahoma and the Oklahoma shipper community.

After considerable study of the opportunity, however, we have elected not to provide an offer to the Request for
Proposal at this time. Our opinion remains that operation of the subject rail line by a shortline is still the best
competitive option for the State of Oklahoma and the shipper community. It is also our view that the Stillwater Central
Railroad has been a seasoned steward of the rail line and has the support of the vast majority of the shipper community.
Under these circumstances, we believe that the interests of the State of Oklahoma and its citizens will be best served
by the Stillwater Central Railroad continuing to operate this rail line.

We strongly believe that a transaction which retains ownership by the State, could provide far superior overall benefits
and returns to the State than a sale, given the importance of the burgeoning energy markets in and around Cushing,
and its importance to State and National energy interests,

With Best Regards,

RIO GRANDE PACIFIC CORPORATION /")

Richard D. Berte

RDB/dg

6100 Southwest Blvd. v Suite 320 v Fort Worth, TX 76109 v Tel 817.737.5885 v Fax 817.732.2610
v
WWWw.rgpe.com




W.H.B. GRAIN & SUPPLY (COMPANY, LLC

TUTTLE POCASSET MiINcO
(GRAIN & SurrLy GRAIN & SUPPLY ELEVATOR & SUPPLY
P.O. Box 420 200 N. MAIN ST. P.O. Box 432
TuTTLE, QK 73089 Pocasset, QK 73079 Minco, QI 73059
(405) 381-3937 (405) 459-6565 (405) 352-0882
RECEIVED
Governor Mary Fallin January 27, 2014
Oklahoma State Capitol JAN 8 1 2014
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 DIRECTOR'S OFFICE

Oklahoma City, OK 73015
Attn: Denise Northrup

CC:  Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Garry Hinrichs and I am the General Manager of WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC. WHB
Grain and Supply owns and operates 3 country elevator locations. One in Tuttle Oklahoma, one in Minco
Oklahoma and one in Pocasset Oklahoma. We serve a large trade area of mostly farmers and ranchers,
supplying crop inputs and receiving grain at harvest time.

Our Tuttle location is served by the Sooner Sub, operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. It is my
understanding that the Department of Transportation is going forward with its plan to sell the Sooner Sub.
WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC fully supports the sale of the Sooner Sub to Stillwater Central Railroad.

When the Tuttle location was purchased in 1985, the Burlington Northern Santa Fe was serving this
location. Rail rates were not competitive and the railroad was not interested in doing business with us.
When the Stillwater Central took over operations, they actually wanted to do business with us, and lowered
rail rates to a competitive level. We now use the Sooner Sub on a regular basis, shipping between 75 and
125 cars of wheat yearly from our three locations.

The Stillwater Central has worked very diligently to encourage new business along the Sooner Sub. There
has been a chemical facility and a pipe yard added to the businesses on the line. As we all know, new
business means more jobs for the area and a boost for the local economy.

Based on past experience, we believe that a class I railroad purchasing the Sooner Sub would lead to
higher rates, and less service. Again, the Stillwater Central has worked with existing businesses and
brought new businesses along the Sooner Sub to increase the value of the line. We fully support the
Stillwater Central Railroad’s bid to purchase the Sooner Sub.

Sincerely,

/‘(ﬁ“’aﬂé/&é&mwc&w
" Garry Hinrichs
General Manager
WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC




www.stroudchamber.com

Strgud

OxLaHoMA*S WINERY AND GRraPE CAPITAL RECE[VEQ
Chamber of Commerce JAN g 12
; I
Governor Mary Fallin R's OFFy c
Oklahoma State Capitol &
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 .
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 ,

Attn: Denise Northrup

Governor Fallin:

I am the President of the Chamber of Commerce in the City of Stroud, OK and am well aware that the
Oklahoma Department of Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision
Railroad which runs right through the middle of Stroud. The Sooner Sub, currently operated by the Stillwater
Central Railroad is an asset to Stroud because of the connections that it provides to three Class I railroad
carriers: Union Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern Railroad. Selling the railroad to anyone other than the
Stillwater Central Railroad will seriously jeopardize our ability to attract new businesses to Stroud because of
captive access to only one railroad. In fact, some of the businesses in Stroud have told me they would be forced
to relocate if a noncompetitive catrier were to own the line. That is not a risk you should be willing to take,
Working with the SLWC, The City of Stroud along with the Chamber has been able to attract numerous
businesses to the area providing the citizens in Stroud well-paying jobs and security. The relationship that has
been developed between the SLWC and Stroud cannot be ignored and I hope it will be taken into consideration
when ODOT proceeds with the sale of the railroad.. As we continue to market Stroud to large and small
companies alike, we want the Stillwater Central Railroad to be a part of our growth as they have been since they
took over this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, I urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the operator of the Sooner
Subdivision. Allowing any large carrier to operate the line would be devastating to our City’s potential growth.
Sincerely,

Rick Craig, Stroud Chamber President
Sincerely,

Rick Craig, President

918-605-9981

216 W. Main Street, Stroud, OK 74079 - 918-968-3321 - stroudch@brightok.net




CO-0OP SERVICES, INC.

“SERVICE IS OUR MIDDLE NAME”
P.O. BOX 2187
LAWTON, OK 73502

580 - 355-3700
CHATTANGe, h FAX: 580 - 355-3705 FrORBRED L

580 - 597-3372 580 - 479-5288
FAX: 580 - 597-2511 FAX: 580 - 479-3154

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attn: Denise Northrup

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Charlie Swanson, the General Manager of COOP SERVICES, INC., a cooperative
grain elevator for farmers. We have three locations here in southwest Oklahoma that provide
services to our area farmers. One of those services is the ability to market their wheat and ship it
to market. Sooner Sub, which is operated by Stillwater Central Railroad, allows us to make that
possible for our customers. The rail line makes moving wheat, in railcars, much more convenient
than having numerous trucks come in and load wheat. We can roughly move three truckloads of
wheat in one rail car. We are a small business, and competitive rates are very important.

Here at our Lawton, OK facility, which is where the Sooner Sub line runs, we have a wheat
capacity of approximately 400,000 bushels. The rail runs next to our facility with a small spur
that moves cars right under the elevators down spout. We are very satisfied with the rail service
that we receive and would not want to see that disappear. With a larger rail service, competitive
rates might not be a possibility, and without access to a short line rail operator, we could be in
jeopardy of losing customers.

We support Stillwater Central Railroad’s venture to purchase the Sooner Sub. Please feel free to
call me with any questions you may have about our business and the importance of this rail

company’s service to our company and its customers.

Sincerely,

PR T

Charlie Swanson
General Manager









405.424.0050 POly Films, Inc. pfi
OLYFILMS

1.800.826.5619 1910 North Sooner Road
Fax 405.424.8031 Oklahoma City, OK 73141-1226
www.polyfilmsinc.com

INCORPORATED

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attn: Denise Northrup

Governor Fallin:

My name is Kevin McGehee and I am the Vice President of Poly Films, Inc.-
Poly Films, headquartered here in Oklahoma City has been in business since
1985 and relies heavily on rail service to grow our business making film and
plastic bags in Oklahoma City. As explained to me, the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation plans to proceed with the sale of the Sooner
Sub, which is currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. I
strongly encourage you to sell the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central
Railroad. Poly Films uses the Stillwater Central Railroad to bring in plastic
pellets from all over the nation as well as Canada. The rail service provided
is critical to our business and without it we would not be able to compete in
the national marketplace. Qur company does not bring in a lot of rail cars,
anywhere from 12-24 per year, but we are confident that the Stillwater
Central will bring us the cars we need, when we need them. Our biggest
concern is that any other railroad that buys the Sooner Sub will not be
willing to provide the same level of service to a Customer that receives a
limited number of cars per year. The Stillwater Central has been a great
partner to us and the State and should be treated as such. Poly Films fully
supports the Stillwater Central Railroad’s bid to purchase the Sooner Sub. If
you have any questions about the importance the Stillwater Central Railroad
has to our company please don’t hesitate to give me a call.

Sincerely, )

evin McGehee
Vice President
Poly Films, Inc.

Manufacturers of Flexible Packaging Materials



CC:

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21*

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and
Environment

100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

Manufacturers of Flexible Packaging Materials



In the hundred and four years T.G. Mercer Consulting Services has been in business,
we have had the ample opportunity to use every carrier in the rail industry. I consider
us fortunate to have worked with Watco on a number of projects through the years.

Like most industries, in pipeline work, you are only as successful as your last project
allows. Watco has allowed us to provide our customers with the highest level of
service and certainty, which is an invaluable asset in our business.

It has come to our attention that the Sooner Hub is going to be sold. I would like to
personally endorse Watco and the Stillwater Central. They each have an extremely
high level of commitment to their customers which separates them from the larger
carriers. This personal touch, you could say, is what made the juggling the unloading
for multiple projects possible. Without it, we most certainly would at the least faced
delays or likely would have had to utilize another location. Their service saves its
business partners time and money.

I can’t speak highly enough of T.G. Mercer’s history of dealings with them in the past.
I only hope we have the opportunity to continue to do so in the future.

Sincerely, McNeil Mercer



Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Tim Farley and | am the President of Timco Blasting & Coating. Timco, headquartered in
Bristow, OK has been in business since 1989 and relies heavily on rail service to grow our business. As
explained to me, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation plans to proceed with the sale of the
Sooner Sub which is currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. | strongly encourage you to
sell the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad.

Earlier this year, we invested $500,000 to build a blasting, sanding and painting facility in Stroud. We
chose to locate in Stroud for one reason —access to a short line railroad with three class | connections.
Our business in Stroud is based on competing rates from class | railroads for the movement of rail cars
which come to our facility to be treated. With our investment, we hired four full time employees (all
based in Stroud) and plan to hire an additional six within the next few months. We have also been in
talks with a well services company who is interested in leasing part of our land to bring in energy related
commodities by rail. This company would bring approximately 200 jobs to Stroud. All of this is in
jeopardy without the certainty of a short line rail operator.

If the Sooner Sub is sold to a large railroad that will not provide competitive rates, we will be forced to
relocate to somewhere that is served by short line railroad that can provide this competition. Our
decision to move to Stroud was based on the long term assumption that competitive rail service will
always exist. The Stillwater Central Railroad has been an excellent partner working with our expansion
and our business needs them to survive in Stroud.

Timco fully supports the Stillwater Central Railroad’s bid to purchase the Sooner Sub. If you have any
guestions about the importance the Stillwater Central Railroad has to our company, Stroud or the state
please don’t hesitate to give me a call.

Sincerely, Timco Blasting and Coating

Tim Farley Office 918-367-1700









January 29, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attn: Denise Northrup

Governor Fallin:

| am writing to express my support for the Stillwater Central Railroad’s purchase of the Sooner Sub. As
President of lowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), | was well aware of the State’s decision to sell the Sooner Sub
and considered bidding on the line, and in fact believe that it should not be sold. Butin event that it is
sold, I am convinced you should sell it to Stillwater Central Railroad, because after much due diligence |
have concluded that the current operator of the line is best positioned to continue to grow the value of
the railroad to the State.

Of particular interest to me is the development of a daily passenger railroad service between Oklahoma
City and Tulsa. IPH has worked to develop passenger rail operations all over the country and in Europe
and we are the premier private operator of passenger rail services. Few places where IPH has
successfully started a passenger or excursion service have as much potential as the corridor between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa. IPH and the Stillwater Central Railroad are working together to demonstrate
this potential by running three excursion trains in February. If you would like more information about
these trains, please visit: www.easternflyer.com.

As part of SLWC's proposal, IPH and the SLWC have developed a unique partnership and mutual desire
to establish daily service should all the right economic conditions be met. To show our commitment,
Stillwater Central Railroad and IPH have signed a memorandum of understanding to begin the process of
establishing a daily passenger rail service between Midwest City and Tulsa. Our proposed plan is a
significant step forward for the citizens of the State of Oklahoma, at no cost to the taxpayers.

| am confident that the Stillwater Central Railroad is the only Sooner Sub operator who will be able to
provide consistent competitive freight service while working to establish a daily passenger service.

| appreciate your time and again urge you to support the Stillwater Central Railroad’s proposal for the
Sooner Sub.

Sincerely,

P

Ed Ellis
President


http://www.easternflyer.com/

CC:

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102



Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City OK 73105

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Kenny Hahn and | am the General Manager of Planters Cooperative Association,
headquartered out of Lone Wolf, Oklahoma. Planters is one of the two largest cooperatives serving the
grain producers of the great state of Oklahoma and has been in business since 1929. Excellent rail
service is a huge part of providing the means necessary for producers in this state to continue to
succeed.

The Stillwater Central Railroad gives Planters access to the Union Pacific Railroad which continues to
provide extremely competitive rail rates. Planters has spent in excess of $1,200,000.00 to construct
storage and rail load out facilities in order to be able to access the UP rates. | understand that the
Oklahoma Department of Transportation plans to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Sub which is
currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. If this rail system is sold to a large railroad that will
not provide competitive rates, it could devastate the economy in the areas it serves. | want to
encourage you to sell the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad. This would be a wise choice for
the economic structure of grain shipment for southwest Oklahoma as well as other shipping needs
throughout the state.

Planters Cooperative Association fully supports the Stillwater Central Railroad in their endeavor to
purchase the Sooner Sub. If you have any questions concerning the importance of the rail system and
competitive rates to the agricultural business, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth Hahn
General Manager

KH:jb









Wellston, OK (405)742-7237

January 27, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Governor Fallin:

| am the President of Rock ‘N’ Rail, a company in Wellston that facilitates the movement of limestone for
road and other projects. As the Department of Transportation proceeds with the sale of the Sooner Sub
Railroad, please take into consideration the impact the sale will have on the local businesses along the
Sooner Sub who chose to locate in central Oklahoma because of reliable and timely service provided by
the Stillwater Central Railroad. Losing this access to a single carrier move will cause my business to
drastically reduce the amount of freight tonnage that | am able to bring into Wellston, and may even
price me out of the market.

Rock N Rail was started in 2008 in a cooperative effort between Greenhill Materials, the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation, the Stillwater Central Railroad and myself. Our initial $750,000
investment has turned an empty plot of land into a thriving aggregate business that has also grown into
a drop off point for supplies and building materials that are used in Oklahoma. Greenhill Materials,
based in Owasso, OK is our limestone supplier and because of their location on the Stillwater Central,
our limestone only needs to move on one railroad. The reasonable service provided by the Stillwater



Central Railroad has allowed Rock ‘N’ Rail to keep moving our limestone by rail instead of moving it by
truck.

If the Sooner Sub is sold to anyone other than the Stillwater Central Railroad it will probably force me
reduce the amount | am able to ship due to the expected cost of adding another rail service to my move.
It is important for me and other businesses in this state to have a cooperative relationship with our rail
carrier and the Stillwater Central has been very accommodating in working with me to grow my
business.

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard on this issue and please contact me if you have any questions
or would like additional information or a personal tour.

John Kalka



SAVING OUR SERVICE

Oklahoma shippers staying on track

February 1, 2013

In 1989 a portion of track in Oklahoma called the Sooner Sub sat unused and in disrepair. The state
purchased this track from the Class | owner, BNSF, and leased the track to Watco Companies. The track
became part of Watco’s Central Region rail network and more than 29,000 railcars travel on that portion
of track connecting Oklahoma City to Tulsa as part of the Stillwater Central Railroad.

The state is now looking to sell the Sooner Sub rail line and depending on the buyer, shippers could be
left stranded without an affordable shipping method to get their products to various markets. When the
line was sold to the state, it was unused due to high shipping rates and poor track conditions; as
shippers we are working to avoid ending back in the same situation. Selling this line to another party
besides the current operator will literally leave parts of the state stranded and held hostage to higher
shipping rates and unreliable service due to a lack of commitment to the Customer and community that
the current operator has fostered.

Watco and the Stillwater Central Railroad Teams have worked with Customers to reduce rates and
improve track conditions. More than $14 million has been invested in track improvements and upgrades
are ongoing to keep traffic flowing at optimum capacity. They have brought new businesses to
Oklahoma and helped find new markets for shippers on the line.

Saving Our Service is a way for Oklahoma shippers to join together to voice our preference for the
operator who offers long-term benefits to the state of Oklahoma, its communities and us, the shippers.
As beneficiaries of the improvements and relationships built, we feel it's important that our voice be
heard as the rail line is sold by the state of Oklahoma.

Sincerely yours,

oup—7"

RUSS HARRISON
President

Harrison Gypsum

1550 Double Drive
Norman, OK 73069
Phone: (405) 366-9500


tel:+14053669500







Governor Mary Fallin January 27, 2014
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212

Oklahoma City, OK 73015

Attn: Denise Northrup

CC:  Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Garry Hinrichs and I am the General Manager of WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC. WHB
Grain and Supply owns and operates 3 country elevator locations. One in Tuttle Oklahoma, one in Minco
Oklahoma and one in Pocasset Oklahoma. We serve a large trade area of mostly farmers and ranchers,
supplying crop inputs and receiving grain at harvest time.

Our Tuttle location is served by the Sooner Sub, operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. It is my
understanding that the Department of Transportation is going forward with its plan to sell the Sooner Sub.
WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC fully supports the sale of the Sooner Sub to Stillwater Central Railroad.

When the Tuttle location was purchased in 1985, the Burlington Northern Santa Fe was serving this
location. Rail rates were not competitive and the railroad was not interested in doing business with us.
When the Stillwater Central took over operations, they actually wanted to do business with us, and lowered
rail rates to a competitive level. We now use the Sooner Sub on a regular basis, shipping between 75 and
125 cars of wheat yearly from our three locations.

The Stillwater Central has worked very diligently to encourage new business along the Sooner Sub. There
has been a chemical facility and a pipe yard added to the businesses on the line. As we all know, new
business means more jobs for the area and a boost for the local economy.

Based on past experience, we believe that a class I railroad purchasing the Sooner Sub would lead to
higher rates, and less service. Again, the Stillwater Central has worked with existing businesses and
brought new businesses along the Sooner Sub to increase the value of the line. We fully support the
Stillwater Central Railroad’s bid to purchase the Sooner Sub.

Sincerely,

Garry Hinrichs
General Manager
WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC
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January 28, 2014

Governor Fallin,

My name is Chris Blasdel and | am Sales Manager for Cornejo and Sons Materials Division. The
materials division is comprised of four sand and gravel mining operations, one rock quarry, two
recycle yards and two C&D landfills. One of our sand and gravel locations is a rail load out facility.
This facility (Oxford Sand) exists primarily to export sand by rail. It is located at 1438 S. 122" Rd in
Oxford KS. Our largest customer is OCM (Oklahoma Construction Materials) located at 600 N.
Sunnylane in Del City, OK. As this is one of our largest customers we are concerned about the
outcome of the Sooner Sub Station situation and the affects it could have on our customer and
our mining operation.

WATCO and the Stillwater Central have been business partners of Cornejo & Sons or previous
ownership for more than a decade. Cornejo & Sons and WATCO have jointly made significant
capital investments to improve our ability to serve our customers. WATCO has made the Sooner
Sub what it is today. WATCO has built and sustained with their partners a thriving customer base
to the benefit of the State of Oklahoma. As a customer of WATCO we hope that their investments
and success in developing this route are taken into account as a part of the State’s decision to
process.

It is important to our business to maintain the volume of material we move on a “short” line
railroad. While we do move a large amount of tons the ability to move smaller trains more
efficiently are paramount to our business success. The Class 1 railroads are not interested in
moving the smaller trains. In the past when we have negotiated with the Class 1's the economics
change dramatically enough that the move is no longer economically viable for the market.
WATCO has built their business on moves that the Class 1’s do not or did not want.

While it is understandable that the State of Oklahoma has to make the best decisions for its
taxpayers, the thought of a bidding war involving the Class 1 railroads with huge capital intent on
bullying their way into a market they previously weren’t interested in should give the State pause.
We urge you to consider the work already done and is still being done by WATCO.

Respectfully,

Chris Blasdel

Sale Manager Cornejo Materials

(316) 522-5100

Email: chris.blasdel@corjenomaterials.com

www.cornejocorp.com - 2060 E. Tulsa - Wichita, KS 67216 - T: 316.522.5100 - F: 316.522.8187



; CO-0OP SERVICES, INC.
((BU u R “SERVICE IS OUR MIDDLE NAME"
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RECEIVED |

Governor Mary Fallin ‘

Oklahoma State Capitol JAN 2.9 2014 |
2300 N. Linc.oln Blvd, Room 212 OFFIGE OF THE
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 GOVERNOR ;

Attn: Denise Northrup

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Departinent of Commerce i
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is Charlie Swanson, the General Manager of COOP SERVICES, INC., a cooperative
grain elevator for farmers, We have three locations here in southwest Oklahoma that provide
services to our area farmers. One of those services is the ability to market their wheat and ship it ‘
to market, Sooner Sub, which is operated by Stillwater Central Railroad, allows us to make that
possible for our customers. The rail line makes moving wheat, in railcars, much more convenient
than having numerous trucks come in and load wheat. We can roughly move three truckloads of
wheat in one rail car, We are a small business, and competitive rates are very important.

Here at our Lawton, OK facility, which is where the Sooner Sub line runs, we have a wheat
capacity of approximately 400,000 bushels. The rail runs next to our facility with a small spur
that moves cars right under the clevators down spout. We are very satisfied with the rail service
that we receive and would not want to see that disappear. With a larger rail service, competitive ||
rates might not be a possibility, and without access to a short line rail operator, we could be in I
jeopardy of losing customers,

We support Stillwater Central Railroad’s venture to purchase the Sooner Sub. Please feel fiee to
call me with any questions you may have about our business and the importance of this rail
company’s service to our company and its customers. |

Sincerely,

Charlie Swanson
General Manager



Ce;

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment

100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102



January 16, 2014

RECEIVE
Honorable Mary Fallin

Governor of the State of Oklahoma JAN 17 2013
The Office of Governor Mary Fallin OFFICE OF THE
Oklahoma State Capito! GOVERNOR
2300 N, Lincoln Blvd., Room 212

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Governor Fallin,

As an Oklahoman concerned for the economic welfare of our state, | ask you to intervene in the sale of the
Sooner Sub rail line in order to make sure the Oklahoma Department of Transportation does not sell this vital link
between Oklahoma City and Tulsa to a private enterprise.

Currently, the State enjoys a profitable relationship with a responsible corporate citizen, Stillwater Central
Railroad and its parent company, Watco Companies, Inc. Stillwater Central has invested a great deal of effort and
resources in order to make the Sooner Sub not only a contributor to the economy of our state but also to help
insure a bright future for the line in regard to both freight and passenger rail service. To force it to compete with
the bidding power of a Class 1 railroad like BNSF or other private enterprises with deeper financial pockets is both
unfair and an ethical lapse on the part of our state leadership, particularly when it comes to the “track” record of
Stillwater Central. ‘

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation has consistently demonstrated its bias when it comes to doing
whatever is expedient in order to favor highway over rail transportation. | believe its expenditure of funds gained
from the sale of other state rail assets should be thoroughly investigated, particularly in regard to whether any of
those funds were used to reimburse the Railroad Maintenance Revolving Fund called for by Oklahoma Statutes
Title 66, Chapter 10, Section 304, A. 4. | would further maintain that, given the lack of railroad experience
exhibited by the resumes of the current leaders of ODOT, any recommendations concerning the sale of State-
owned rail properties should be vetted by an experienced, unbiased, independent third party to verify the
veracity of the facts involved.

Please, Governor Fallin, do not allow the sale of the Sooner Sub to proceed simply upon the recommendation of
the Oklahoma Department of Transportation. Take a detailed look at the current operation of the line and factor
in the response of the citizens of Oklahoma to the passenger rail trips scheduled next manth by lowa Pacific
Holdings and Stillwater Central Railroad. The Sooner Sub is being resurrected in a way that can only benefit the
State of Oklahoma if the present operation of the line is allowed to continue.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter,

Sincerely,
74?&/94// yHarabna LV

Mike Marshall
2504 W. Owen K. Garriott Rd., #304
Enid, Oklahoma 73703
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KINDER7MORGAN

TERMINALS

February 10, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attn: Denise Northrup

Governor Fallin:

Over the past couple of years, Kinder Morgan has considered the development of a crude oil terminal in
Stroud, OK. In early 2013, we worked with Stillwater Central Railroad and several potential Customers
to develop plans to build this terminal which we estimate will bring an additional 20,000 carloads per
year of crude oil via the Sooner Sub rail line. The potential sale of the Sooner Sub, and along with it the
potential loss of connectivity to multiple Class | carriers, was one of the key issues forcing the project to
be put on hold.

The success of this terminal is based on being able to guarantee our Customers competitive rail rates
from various class | railroads. The Stillwater Central Railroad provides the competitive access that we
and our potential Customers need to move forward with construction. If the Sooner Sub is awarded to
the Stillwater Central Railroad, Kinder Morgan plans to push the process to build this facility. We believe
the demand to move oil by rail through Cushing will increase and that the Stillwater Central Railroad is
best positioned to provide the service we need. Funding for this project is estimated to be between $50
and $70 million, contingent upon the Stillwater Central Railroad remaining in control of the Sooner Sub
with its access to multiple Class | railroads unimpaired and the successful conclusion of final negotiations
with our potential Customers.

Kinder Morgan is the largest midstream and the third largest energy company (based on combined
enterprise value) in North America. We own an interest in or operate approximately 80,000 miles of
pipelines and 180 terminals. Our publicly traded companies include Kinder Morgan, Inc. (NYSE: KMI),
Kinder Morgan Energy Partners, L.P. (NYSE: KMP), Kinder Morgan Management, LLC (NYSE: KMR) and El
Paso Pipeline Partners, L.P. (NYSE: EPB).

Kinder Morgan is hopeful that the State will award the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad so
we can continue to progress with this project and provide a tremendous economic benefit to the people
of Oklahoma.

1001 Louisiana Street Suite 1000 Houston, TX 77002 713-369-9000



Sincerely,

s

John W. Schlosser, President
CE:

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102



MID - WAY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

120 NortH 8™ AvEe. 10010 EAST 16™ STReET
STROUD, OKLAHOMA 74079 TuLsA, OKLAHOMA 74128
PHONE & Fax: (918) 968-2210 PHONE: (918) 665-6575 Fax: (918) 665-6576

20 March 2014

The Honorable Mary Fallin - Governor of Oklahoma
Attn: Denise Northrup

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Governor Fallin:

My name is David Cooper and | am the Director of Mid-Way Environmental Services, Inc. (Mid-Way)
based in Stroud, OK. Mid-Way is currently implementing a major industrial project in Davenport, OK.
Mid-Way, in conjunction with it's sister company, Lincoln Transportation, Inc., currently operates a Class
Il Injection Well in Stroud with a local employment base of approximately 35. The new project consists
of a Commercial, Non-Hazardous Waste, Class I Injection Well to be followed with the construction of a
nearby Industrial Park. Mid-Way is currently working with the Oklahoma Department of Environmental
Quality to resolve the last few questions on the injection well operating permit and anticipates the well
to be operational sometime in the fourth quarter of 2014. Upon receipt of the Draft Operating Permit,
activities associated with the construction of the industrial park will begin. The industrial Park will
include rail facilities capable of servicing multiple industrial tenants. Realized and anticipated benefits
for the State and local areas from this phased development are as follows:

1.

® N oW

Utilized local contractors in conjunction with 20 employees during the 2 year construction phase
of the facility.

Increase of taxable property value. Taxable value has increased 8,400% from pre-development
level even though non-operational; property taxes for 2013 were approximately $18,000, a
significant increase from $212.00 in 2011.

Plans to develop adjacent property into an industrial park with rail siding in order to attract new
industry to the area.

Substantial increase in local employment opportunities (approximately 200 positions are
anticipated long term).

Direct increase in local salaries and wages.

Increased discretionary income for the local economy.

Tax income increase for local governments and schools through employee and business taxes.
Increased business to business opportunities, i.e., supplies, services, restaurants, helping the
local economy.

Commercial Class | Non-Hazardous Waste Injection Well availability will help attract new
businesses to the State. Oklahoma industries currently send their non-hazardous waste water
out of state, paying disposal fees to non-Oklahoma companies.



10. State Liquid Waste and Solid Waste disposal fees will support Oklahoma’s economy.
11. Only licensed Commercial Non-Hazardous Class I Injection Well in Okiahoma.

We understand the State’s desire to sell the 97.5 miles of State-owned rail line known as the Sooner
Sub and would encourage you to either maintain State ownership of the Sooner Sub or sell it to the
current operator, the Stillwater Central Railroad Inc. The Stillwater Central has worked with us from the
beginning stages of our project and has proven to be a good partner to us and other businesses along
the line. We believe our project will be severely impacted if the line is sold to a larger Class | carrier.

| urge you to consider the many businesses on the Sooner Sub who would be impacted if the Stillwater
Central Railroad is no longer the operator of the line. These are real jobs, real money and real benefits
that would disappear. The Stillwater Central is best positioned to continue to serve the needs of those
who choose to locate in central Oklahoma and support our Sooner State. Should you have any
questions or if | may be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me at the Tuisa office.

Sincerely,

David M. Cooper
Director

CC:

Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21 st

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 N. Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
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ENERGY MARKETING

Creating Energy Solutions

PACER ENERGY MARKETING (P

January 30, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma Governor

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212

Dear Governor Fallin:

As a company renting space on the “Sooner Sub” we implore you to study the impact the future of the Stillwater Central
Railroad will have on the people that use this track every day. Disadvantaging the local businesses of Oklahoma would
not be beneficial for the state as a whole.

Pacer Energy Marketing is a Tulsa based crude oil, midstream company. We rent space on the Stillwater Central and
utilize this track to move oil across Oklahoma. We feel it would be a detriment to allow a Class | carrier to purchase the
SLWC. This will eliminate competition and our company, along with many others, will be facing a monopoly as we look to
rail to move our Oklahoma products. It is important to maintain this neutral carrier because it allows shippers to use the
SLWC as if it were an extension of both of the Class | carriers to which it connects.

It will also be in the best interest of the State of Oklahoma to continue working with the Stillwater Central. They pay an
annual rental for the track to the state. As WATCO grows its business, the yearly rental payments will increase. If the state
sells the railroad back to a Class | carrier, it would be a one time sell with no ability for the state to make money on the
track later. This will in turn make the railroad less viable to Oklahoma businesses, increasing the loss to the state.

It is good to bear in mind that the state had to take over the railroad because the BNSF wanted to abandon it. WATCO
can be credited with making the Stillwater Central such a viable asset to the State of Oklahoma. It is important to give
credit where it is due and WATCO has done the legwork, transforming a neglected railroad into a booming customer
base, benefitting the State of Oklahoma and it’s local businesses.

Pacer deals directly with a Class | railroad in business endeavors outside of Oklahoma. There is a dramatic difference on
how each railroad handles their customers. The BNSF supports the needs of high volume shippers, but for everyone else
moving less than 1000 cars per year, our concerns are not addressed, our needs are not met. This distresses our
capacity, our ability to get our products out in a timely manner and eventually the profits of our company.

Respectfully yours,

'RrQ&\

Larry Durham

President

Pacer Energy Marketing

(918) 398-2717

Email: Larry.Durham@pacerem.com

P.O. Box 4470 » Tulsa * Oklahoma » 74159-0470 » Fax 918.582.0777




Bklahome House of Representatifies
Dffice of the Speaker

April 11, 2014 £
APp.
Director Mike Patterson D/R.E 8 2&';;;,
Oklahoma Department of Transportation CTORT‘S“ )
200 NE 21° Street OFFICE

Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Dear Director Patterson:

| write to share with you the partnership that | have witnessed between BNSF Railway and House District
58. For more than a century, two of the company’s main lines have operated in my district with more
than 70 trains per day currently passing through it. | have seen firsthand how a Class | railroad can
benefit communities, and | understand how important it is to have a strong railroad partnership across
the state.

BNSF has a proven track record of reinvesting in its infrastructure and partnering with the communities
it serves. Throughout Oklahoma, | know of new or expanded manufacturing, industrial and agricultural
opportunities bolstered by a strong rail presence and access. Communities having benefitted from this
partnership include Enid, Shattuck, Claremore, Roff, and Ardmore—in addition to Oklahoma City and
Tulsa.

In my district alone, BNSF has completed significant upgrades to its Avard Subdivision which has enabled
many benefits, including reduced blocked crossings. From an economic development perspective, over
the past several years BNSF has worked closely with local communities and customers to increase
economic opportunity and rail service. The recently completed Avard Regional Industrial Park has
resulted in a direct investment of more than $4 million in infrastructure, many more dollars of
investment, and—most importantly—more jobs to follow. Other projects include the Clean Harbors loop
track construction, with an investment of $2 million.

| believe that these investments and partnerships demonstrate the tremendous possibilities we have
with BNSF-owned lines in our state. Just recently, BNSF announced its 2014 $5 billion dollar, system-
wide capital investment program to upgrade and expand its rail network. | know BNSF is excited about
potential opportunities to invest a significant amount of dollars in Oklahoma.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey W. Hickman
Speaker

State Capitol Building, 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 401, Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4811
Ph: 405-521-2711 = Fax: 405-962-7605 * www.okhouse.gov



Committees:

2300 N, Lincoln Blvd,
Appropriations

Room 543 — State Capitol Building

Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4885 . : - dJUdicial’y
- : ov. Modernization

(405) 557-7404 HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES Econ Development’
Email; State of Oklaboma
richardmorrissette@okhouse, gov
District:
.6609 S. Harvey Ave,
Oklahoma City, OK 73139

Cetobey b 2013 Rep. Richard Morrissette

District 92
MEMO
TO: Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Division of Rail .
RE: Sale of State Owned Rail Assets
1. This railroad, as state owned infrastructure, can be leveraged to secure millions in federal dollars

through the state infrastructure bank. This will be part-and-parcel of an interim study to be held
November 14, ODOT, are you prepared to explain why this infrastructure bank law is not being
utilized? Are you prepated to show how the sale of this railroad better positions the state economically
over the next 20 years? Is the Department of Commierce considering these factors, and future rail
passenger spending in communities, in its economic impact statement that will be delivered to the
Transportation Commission as required by SB584, signed by Governor Fallin this year?

2. Would you prefer to be a landlord or a leaser? The state presently collects lease payments from
the Stillwater Central. 'When, not if, this rail line hosts passenger rail service, carriers can conceivably
be allowed to use state infrastructure to close their cost recovery gap. This will reduce, if not eliminate,
state subsidy requirements for passenger rail operation,

On the flip side, privately held railroads require lease payments to allow passenger trains on their
infrastructure. ODOT, how much does the state pay the BNSF Railway annually, through the Amtrak
contract, to lease the Oklahoma City Fort Worth railroad for Heartland Flyer operation? Over time, this
amounts to real money, NONE of which the state would pay if it retains ownership of this rail line.

3. Tunderstand Stillwater Central lease payments are plowed back into other state owned railroad
infrastructure cach year, Stillwater Central? what do you pay the state annually in lease payments?
How will the ODOT Rail Programs division replace this lost revenue long-term if this rail line is sold?

4,  ODOT, the Stillwater Central was required by the 1998 state contract to annually replace 10,000
railroad ties, generally rehabilitate the line, control vegetation, improve, and maintain the rail bed. What
will the state do to compensate the Stillwater Central for their investment in state property if this
railroad is sold to another carrier? Ipersonally see this entire sale process as a betrayal of a loyal state
partner. Ethically, this stinks.

5. BNSF Railway, we have just heard how much it cost for the Stillwater Central to rehabilitate this
line you sold to the state in 1998, What guarantee will you provide that this railroad will not be allowed




to again deteriorate to a point of abandonment? Understand, this is a strategic railroad connecting the
state’s two largest metropolitan areas. In the future it may not fit your corporate goals but it will always
remain important to the citizens of this state and is therefore best cared for in state hands.

What guarantee will any carriers here provide that the state will be allowed to place a low-cost, high
performance passenger rail carrier on this route? My understanding is that the cost non-Amtrak carriers
must jump through just to fully indemnify host railroads prevents all but Amtrak to provide service on
Class-1 railroads such as the BNSF, Union Pacific, and Kansas City Southern. I want to see a level,
competitive playing field for any passenger rail carrier on this line, This is best ensured when the
railroad remains in state hands.

Talso do not buy ODOT statements that other railroads are better qualified to maintain this rail line to
passenger standards. Other corporations can be contracted to build and maintain railroads to higher
speed standards. Isn’t this what ODOT has proposed in its Tulsa-Oklahoma City Corridor Infrastructure
Plan? .

6. Quoting from Section 5.02 of the original Stillwater Central Contract with the state:

“RAILROAD acknowledges that one of the goals of the STATE’s acquisition of the Leased Properties
is to allow for the establishment of regular and continuing passenger service for the public, and
RAILROAD agrees to cooperate fully with STATE’s efforts {o establish such service.”

ODOT has stated that the sale contract will include the provision that this rail line be open for
passenger rail service... but at what cost will the railroad charge for capital improvements and
maintenance. What cost control will the state be allowed? Cost control is best ensured when the rail
line remains in state hands.

Rep. Richard Morrissette, District 92
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Sconer_Sub_Pre_RFP_MEETING_AGEND/

State of Oklahoma
House of Representatives

October 17, 2013

Mr, Mike Patterson, Director

Oklahoma Department of Transportation
R.A. Ward Transportation Building

200 NLE. 21st Street

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Re: Anticipated Attempt to Sell Sooner Subdivision Rail Line and Request for Proposal Process

Mr. Patterson,

Last night, I inadvertently received a copy of an Agenda of a meeting of the Department of
Transportation. The Agenda title indicates that it contemplates RFP input regarding the “Sooner Sub” and
contains a provision for comments from BASE, Inc.,, BNSF Railroad, Towa Pacific Holdings, Rio Grande
Pacific, Union Pacific Railroad and Watco Gompanies/Stillwater Central Railroad. There is also a provision
for recognition and Comments from Elected Officials. The Agenda does not include a date, time ox
location of the meeting. A copy of what I received is attached.

Upon further inquiry, it appears that this is an attempt to initiate the process of liquidating the state's
ownership interest in the Sapulpa to OKG rail line. Conventional thought is that the Sapulpa-OXC line is
the most likely means for implementation and sustainable operations of passenger rail between the Tulsa
and Oklahoma City metropolitan areas. In fact, the history of this line is that it was owned by private
interests and when that private entity saw no further beneficial use of the line, the State of Oklahoma
acquired the line and through favorable contractual arrangement, the state's ownership of the line has
resulted in a line that is virtually ready for passenger ratl use, My analysis of the historical summary is
that the ownership of the line has been beneficial to the state, the sale of the line is not in the best interest
of the state and not in the best interest of passenger rail between the state’s two largest metropolitan aveas.
The line has gained value because of improvements that have been made, maintenance that is mandated
by the existing lease and an overall increase in rail traffic. Why would the state of Oklahoma want to be a




lessee rather than a lessor. Why would the state of Oklahoma want to eliminate options that it currently
hold with regard to the future of passenger rail? In fact, even if the subject of passenger rail were removed
from the table, why would the state of Oklahoma want to lquidate a valuable, income producing property?

I understand that my opinion may differ from Syours on the plausibility or selling the line or even whether
the sale of the line is good policy.

However, I do not believe that there is room for a difference of opinion on the current proceedings and the
lack of compliance with state law.

Senate Bill 584 which I voted for and which was passed during the 2013 legislative session amended Title
66 Q.. 2011, Section 304 and established a process for the sale of rail properties,

Paragraph 4 of Section 304 of Title 66 clearly says that, "Prior to the Sale of any railroad asset...a process of
request for proposal shall be initiated by the Department of Transportation with consultation by the Office

of Management and Enterprise Services. éﬁ

]
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It is imperative to note that the statute does not provide that the process is to be initiated by the Director ot
the Depaxtment of Transportation or by the Secretary of Transportation or by mid level management of
the Department of Transportation. The process must be initiated by the Department as an entity. {That

means that the governing body of the entity must take steps in an-Open Meeting to initiate the proce@ elle?

Likewise, iffwhen the Department of Transportation initiates the RFP process, it must utilize the
consultation of OMES.

If there has been a meeting of the Department of Transpoxtation that initiated the process, please provide
me with a copy of the Agenda for that meeting as well as a copy of the minutes of that meeting,

If there has been consultation with OMES, please provide documentation in the possession of ODOT that
illustrates the scope and timing of that consultation.

The purpose of the Agenda that I received last night is unclear. I am unable to determine if it represents a
formal "Request for Proposal” or if it is simply an attempt to utilize the listed half-dozen railroad entities as
some sort of "resource’ to analyze the RFP process and establish specific guidelines for the RFE process. In
either event, the use of selected entities places them at a distinct advantage and places other entities at a
distinet disadvantage in the RFP process iffwhen it is properly conducted pursuant to statute,

Finally, upon further inquiry, it is my understanding that the Agenda is for a meeting that is to be
conducted today, October 17 at 1:30 p.n. at the ODOT offices (even though the agenda does not disclose
those facts). I have checked the website of the Secretary of State's website and find no compliance with the
Oklahoma Open Meeting Act regarding either the 48 Hour Meeting Notice nor the 24 hour Agenda
Notice of 25 0.S. Section 311 even though the Agenda title clearly shows that it is a meeting of the
OXlahoma Department of Transportation. I have even checked the ODOT Website and no notice of the
meeting appears on that website, T would assume with the lack of notice, ODOT has specifically invited
which “elected officials" it will allow to speak during the agenda item that will be called at 1:45.

In conclusion, T do not believe that the sale of the Sapulpa-OKC rail line is in the best interest of the State
of Oklahoma or the future of passenger rail between Tulsa and Oklahoma City. Ido not believe that 66




0.5. Section 304(A)(4) has been complied with in the initiation of this process. Ido not believe that 25 0.S.
Section 811(A)(11) has been complied with in respect to today's meeting. Finally, the process currently
being undertaken involving today’s meeting is absolutely counterproductive to obtaining the maximum
sales price for the Sooner Sub line since it allows six select entities to gain inside advantage to the sale to
the exclusion and consequent disadvantage of literally hundreds of potential bidders in this region and
across the nation.

State Repfesentative David Perryman
Room 539B, State Gapitol
405-557-7401

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else
is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful, The Olklahoma
House of Reps does not wartant any e-mail transmission received as being vitus free, and

disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.

Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer vitus exposure by opening or utilizing
the e-mail and its aftachments, and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.
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HI1IGH SIERRA ENERGY, LP

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
High Sierra Energy, LP Rail Trans-Loading Facility
Stroud, Oklahoma

Purpose: To build and maintain a facility in the town of Stroud, Oklahoma for the purpose of trans-loading various
grades of crude oil from rail cars into storage tanks and onto trucks for ultimate delivery and sale into the Cushing,
Oklahoma market.

Market Location: Cushing, Oklahoma is the strategic central hub for terminalling and distribution of crude oil to more
than fifty refineries in the United States.

Stroud Facility Throughput Volume: Initially, it is anticipated that 2,000 barrels per day of crude oil will be trans-
loaded at the Stroud facility, This is the equivalent of approximately three rail cars per day. Anticipated maximum
capacity of the facility is 3,500 barrels or five rail cars per day. On an annualized basis, this equates to between 1,000 and
1,800 cars,

Investment: High Sierra E nergy, I LP will construct the facility in compliance with all local, state and federal regulations. -
The total initial investment in the facility will be $250,000. However, the facility has been d631gned to allow for
expansion to accommodate additional future business at a projected cost of $350,000.

Basis of the Business Opportunity: The majority of the crude oil pipeline systems in the United States were constructed
over fifty years ago. Declining integrity of the aging pipelines has reduced the rated capacity of the pipeline systems.
Demand for crude oil has spurred new drilling activity and the increased crude oil production cannot be introduced into
the pipelines in many areas because the pipelines are already at maximum capacity. The operating companies are left
with the choice of either shutting in new production or seeking alternative markets. Areas cumrently lacking sufficient
pipeline capacity include Eastern Colorado, Northwestern North Dakota, Eastern Montana, Eastern Utah, and Southwest

Wyoming.

Logistics and Qualifications: In areas where the existing pipeline infrastructure can no longer accommodate new,
incremental oil production, the most cost effective method to move crude oil efficiently over long distances is via rail cars.
High Sierra Energy, LP owns or conirols a fleet of approximately 2,000 rail cars. With years of experience in moving
hydrocarbon products via rail, High Sierra has developed the knowledge, expertise, and staffing required to properly
manage the rail transport of crude oil from the distressed areas mentioned above to the Cushing, Oklahoma market for
delivery to refineries in need of immediate supply.

Economic Impact: High Sierra Energy, LP owns and operates multiple crude oil, water service, and transportation
entities in the State of Oklahoma. Through these entities, High Sictra presently employs approximately 300 people in
Oklahoma. The construction and operation of the High Sierra trans-loading facility at Stroud, Oklahoma will create a

minimum of 4 new jobs initially, In addition, the facility will generate the need for many trucks, trailers and drivers to
" transport the crude from Stroud to Cushing. The local economic impact for the Stroud area will manifest itself in the form
of wages, fuel, repairs, maintenence, utilities, and basic living expenses.

Target Date: High Sierra Energy, LP has the necessary equipment, contractors, and utilities ready to construct the
facility, Hstimated time for completion of the facility is 21 days.
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March 10, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin ECE'! VE
State of Oklahoma WA]A) O
Oklahoma State Capitol D/RE o 20)7
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 Cre O;?:S '
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 OPFICE

Mike Patterson

Director, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
State of Oklahoma

200 N.E. 21st Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Governor Fallin and Director Patterson:

As Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, the largest tribal sovereign government in Oklahoma .
and the United States, I am asking the Oklahoma Department of Transportation to stop the sale
of the state-owned railroad tracks between Tulsa and Oklahoma City.

I implore you to find a way to establish regular passenger rail service between Oklahoma City
and Tulsa. I believe developing and utilizing the rail for tourism and business between our two
major cities will only improve commerce in our great state.

More options for citizens could potentially impact our businesses in the Tulsa area. Increased
traffic and economic activity at our entrainment venues mean more dollars circulating in
Oklahoma, which will have a positive ripple effect in our communities. As you know, our tribal
nation has a $1.3 billion economic impact in Oklahoma and that number would grow with the

rail service development.

This endeavor has been strategically planned and we are on the brink of seeing it come to
realization. I encourage you to imagine how future generations of Oklahomans can utilize this

mass transit tool.



As a partner of the state government and many of the county and municipal governments that
stand to gain from this development, the Cherokee Nation supports passenger and commercial
rail service. It only makes sense to immediately halt the proposed sale of this most valuable
asset.

Please contact me or the Cherokee Nation Director of Government Relations, Courtney Ruark-
Thompson, at 918-453-5000 or courtney.ruark(@cn-bus.com if you would like to discuss this
matter further.

Wado,

Bill John Baker
Cherokee Nation Principal Chief
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” " A New Kind of Energy-

March 18, 2014

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor, State of Oklahoma
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Governor Fallin:

Liberals and champions of big government spending are pleading today with the state to keep,
rather than sell, the Sooner Sub rail line. As you may be aware, on March 4" I vetoed a
Resolution passed by the Tulsa City Council encouraging the state not to sell the Sooner Sub rail
line. 1believe that the state will be best served by a private owner continuing to operate the rail
line. It is better in the private sector where true value and economic growth can occur, freight
can continue to be transported to free markets, and if possible there may even be a chance for
passenger rail between Tulsa and Oklahoma City from private rail operators.

I applaud your efforts to move in this direction by evaluating a sale of the Sooner Sub rail line.
You are working to make our state government smaller and turn over functions better left to the
private sector economy. Oklahoma does not belong in the rail business. If private companies are
willing to spend their own money to operate a railroad then we should encourage and allow them
to do so.

Passenger rail between Tulsa and Oklahoma City would be a very good thing for our area and all
of the state. Irecently supported an amended version of the resolution I vetoed, one that
supports passenger rail development between Tulsa and Oklahoma City, but it does not ask the
state to keep the Sooner Sub rail line. This issue should not be tied to the sale of the rail line. I
have more confidence in the private sector to deliver the service than I do the government.

The state should, and I understand is looking for a private owner — operator that will consider
passenger rail service. If this is viable in the private sector they will provide it. Anyone that
suggests we should connect the two issues — the sale of the rail line and passenger service — is
really just making a plea for government subsidy and control of the passenger rail industry in
Oklahoma. If one does not have confidence in the private sectors ability to provide passenger
rail they clearly do not have confidence in a true market for the service.

CITY HALL AT ONE TECHNOLOGY CENTER
175 E. 2" St. e Tulsa, OK 74103 e Office 918.596.7411 o Fax 918.596.9010
Email: dbartlett@cityoftulsa.org
www.cityoftulsa.org



There are two wonderful and capable companies vying for the Sooner Sub rail line. I am glad
they are choosing to do business in Oklahoma and I hope that this sale, if it should occur, will
improve rail operations in our state.

[ appreciate your consideration of my comments and look forward to continuing to work with
you on the issues that impact our state.

Best Regards,

Whonsy FAAOELT

Dewey F. Bartlett, Jr.
Mayor

Ce:

Secretary Gary Ridley

Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 NE 21° Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Preston Doerflinger

Oklahoma Department of Finance

2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 122
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Larry Parman

Oklahoma Department of Commerce
900 North Stiles

Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Secretary Jim Reese

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
2800 North Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Secretary Michael Teague

Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 North Broadway, Suite 2350

Oklahoma City, OK 73102

CITY HALL AT ONE TECHNOLOGY CENTER
175 E. 2" St. @ Tulsa, OK 74103 e Office 918.596.7411 e Fax 918.596.9010
Email: dbartlett@cityoftulsa.org
www.cityoftulsa.org




Bryce Marlatt
State Senator
District 27

(405) 521-5626
Fax: (405) 521-5589
Email:
Marlatt@oksenate.gov

Proudly Serving:
Beaver, Cimarron, Dewey,
Ellis, Harper, Major,
Texas, Woods &
Woodward Counties

Committees:
- Vice Chairman
Energy & Environment

- Chairman
Appropriations
Subcommittee General
Government &
Transportation

-Appropriations
-General Government
-Transportation

Oklahoma State Senate

RECE/ I/ED

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol ’4/? 0

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 DIRECTO " 0y

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 Ris Oy
&

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Governor Fallin:

In response to the Request for Proposal issued by the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation on November 1, 2013 regarding the Sooner Subdivision Railroad
Sale, | strongly urge you and your Secretaries of Transportation, Finance,
Agriculture, Commerce and Energy to award the Sooner Subdivision to the
Stillwater Central Railroad. Over the past 15 years the Stillwater Central
Railroad, as operator of the Sooner Sub, has shown their commitment to the
State by investing millions of their own dollars into the infrastructure attracting
numerous businesses to locate in central Oklahoma to ship their goods by rail.

In 1998 the Sooner Sub was nearly abandoned until the Stillwater Central
Railroad took a risk and began operating the line which at the time had no
traffic. Since they took over they have built up a diverse Customer base
consisting of local companies that ship aggregates, fuels and industrial products.
In 2012, the Stillwater Central Railroad hauled over 29,000 carloads and that
number continues to rise. The Stillwater Central Railroad has far exceeded my
expectations of what consistent freight rail service should be in Oklahoma. To
sell this line to another company would be a travesty and an outcome that
should not be considered.

Today the Stillwater Central Railroad employs over 50 people and serves 11
online customers who are providing local jobs that would not have existed if the
railroad were abandoned as originally planned. Ensuring that a neutral short line
carrier provides competition among its three Class | connections to those who
ship their goods by rail helps attract businesses to the state and that fact should
not be ignored.

State Capitol Building
2300 North Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105



Bryce Marlatt
State Senator
District 27

(405) 521-5626
Fax: (405) 521-5589
Email:
Marlatt@oksenate.gov

Proudly Serving:
Beaver, Cimarron, Dewey,
Ellis, Harper, Major,
Texas, Woods &
Woodward Counties

Committees:
- Vice Chairman
Energy & Environment

- Chairman
Appropriations
Subcommittee General
Government &
Transportation

-Appropriations
-General Government
-Transportation

Oklahoma State Senate

Since 1998 the Stillwater Central Railroad has put more than $15 million of their
own money into the Sooner Sub to make moving freight by rail in central
Oklahoma safer and more reliable. As the Stillwater Central Railroad continues
to plan for their long term future in the State, we must provide that same
certainty to our local businesses that choose to ship by rail in Oklahoma and
benefit from the competition that the Stillwater Central Railroad provides.

As the sale process goes forward, | hope you will take these thoughts into
consideration and make the best choice for those Customers who ship their
goods by rail in central Oklahoma, and it is clear to me that choice is the
Stillwater Central Railroad.

Sincerely,

State Legislator

| /ZZW@W

SD—-27

State Capitol Building
2300 North Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105




Ahrberg Milling Company RECEIVED

Manufacturer & Distribulors

Ahrberg Bulk & Bagged Feed “ED .
PO Box 968 Cushing OK. 74023 FEB 13 2014
AhrbergMilling@yahoo.com -
- OFFICE OF THE
2 i ol Ty O Qun Ly
Ph. 918.995.0267 Toll Free 800,324.0267 Fax 918,225.0727 GOVERNOR

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attn: Denise Northrup

Dear Governor Fallin,

My name is Rick Ahrberg and T am the President of Ahrberg Milling Company in Cushing, OK. Ahrberg
Milling has been in the livestock feed manufacturing business for 54 years and has 30 full-time employees.
Our sales extend over a five state area and we cuirently have plans for expansion, I sit on the Board of the
Oklahoma Grain and Feed Association and was also appointed in 2013 to the Eastern Fiyer Passenger Rail
Development Task Force (HB 1686). I make reference to these two positions only to let you know that I am
familiar with both freight and passenger rail as it pertains to Oklahoma.

Rebuilding the railroad into Cushing would be extremely beneficial for both my company and the Cushing
community. This rebuild would allow us to teduce shipping costs and to gain direct rail access to the rest of
the country. However, these benefits depend on competitive access to the Sooner Sub for all shippers on the
proposed line. I understand the State of Oklahoma plans to sell the line that connects Tulsa and Oklahoma
City. The Sooner Sub is best located to rebuild the line into Cushing and should be operated by a carrier that
has connections to muliiple Class 1 cartiers. The competition in shipping would have a positive impact on

prices which will enhance the economy statewide,

1 have strong concerns that BNSE may submit a bid for the Sooner Sub that monetatily, on its surface, may
appear fo be the best offer for the state, but in actuality would cost our state large amounts of money. Through
my work on the Oklahoma Grain and Feed Association board I have learned that BNSF has a reputation for

poor setvice to its Oklahoma agricultural customers and imposes excessive car charges. For example, cuirent
BNSF customets have reported paying, in many cases, more than twice that charged by its competitors in the

_ secondary market, How will we quantify the cost to our state when our crops cannot reach their marketin
time for the optimum price? '

I strongly encoutage you to support the sale of the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railtoad, They have

proactively worked with Cushing business owners to help establish a way for Cushing to benefit from rail

service over the past few years and I know they have our interest in mind which is why I support them to run

this line. The outcome of this sale will most likely be permanent and the line should be sold to a company that

can allow multiple users to benefit from the Cushing market. However, I think it is critical that the state retain
- the right of first refusal should the selected rail company ever decide to sell the Sooner Sub.

Feel free to call me at any time to discuss these matters further.

Sincerely,

Rick Ahrberg
rickahrberg@sbeglobal.net

918-225-0267
Al




Ahrberg Millixig Company

Manufacturer & Distributors
Ahrberg Bulk & Bagged Feed
PO Box 968 Cushing OK 74023
AhrbergMilling@yahoo.com
IPh. 918.225.0267 Toll Free 800.324.0267 Fax 918.225.0727

Secretary Michael Teague

Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
100 N Broadway, Ste 2350

Oklahoma City, OK 73102

Dear Secretary Teague,

My name is Rick Ahrberg and I am the President of Ahrberg Milling Company in Cushing, OK. Ahrberg
Milling has been in the livestock feed manufacturing business for 54 years and has 30 full-time employees.
Our sales extend over a five state area and we currently have plans for expansion. I sit on the Board of the
Oklahoma Grain and Feed Association and was also appointed in 2013 to the Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail
Development Task Force (HB 1686). I make reference to these two positions only to let you know that [ am
familiar with both freight and passenger rail as it pertains to Oklahoma.

Rebuilding the railroad into Cushing would be extremely beneficial for both my company and the Cushing
community. This rebuild would allow us to reduce shipping costs and to gain direct rail access to the rest of
the country. However, these benefits depend on competitive access to the Sooner Sub for all shippers on the
proposed line. I understand the State of Oklahoma plans to sell the line that connects Tulsa and Oklahoma
City. The Sooner Sub is best located to rebuild the line into Cushing and should be operated by a carrier that
has connections to multiple Class 1 carriers. The competition in shipping would have a positive impact on
prices which will enhance the economy statewide.

I have strong concerns that BNSF may submit a bid for the Sooner Sub that monetarily, on its surface, may
appear to be the best offer for the state, but in actuality would cost our state large amounts of money. Through
my work on the Oklahoma Grain and Feed Association board I have learned that BNSF has a reputation for
poor service to its Oklahoma agricultural customers and imposes excessive car charges. For example, current
BNSF customers have reported paying, in many cases, more than twice that charged by its competitors in the
secondary market. How will we quantify the cost to our state when our crops cannot reach their market in
time for the optimum price?

I strongly encourage you to support the sale of the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad. They have
proactively worked with Cushing business owners to help establish a way for Cushing to benefit from rail
service over the past few years and I know they have our interest in mind which is why I support them to run
this line. The outcome of this sale will most likely be permanent and the line should be sold to a company that
can allow multiple users to benefit from the Cushing market. However, I think it is critical that the state retain
the right of first refusal should the selected rail company ever decide to sell the Sooner Sub.

Feel free to call me at any time to discuss these matters further.

Sincerely,
Rick Ahrberg

rickahrberg@sbcglobal.net
918-225-0267




Ahrberg Milling Company

Manufacturer & Distributors
Ahrberg Bulk & Bagged Feed
PO Box 968 Cushing OK 74023

AlnbergMilling@yahoo.com RECE[VEDT

Ph. 918.225.0267 Toll Free 800.324.0267 IFax 918.225.0727

| “B13 20y
Secretary Gary Ridley D’RECT
Oklahoma Department of Transportation OR's OFFIC
200 NE 21* E
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Dear Secretary Ridley,

My name is Rick Ahrberg and I am the President of Ahrberg Milling Company in Cushing, OK. Ahrberg
Milling has been in the livestock feed manufacturing business for 54 years and has 30 full-time employees.
Our sales extend over a five state area and we currently have plans for expansion. I sit on the Board of the
Oklahoma Grain and Feed Association and was also appointed in 2013 to the Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail
Development Task Force (IIB 1686). I make reference to these two positions only to let you know that I am
familiar with both freight and passenger rail as it pertains to Oklahoma.

Rebuilding the railroad into Cushing would be extremely beneficial for both my company and the Cushing
community. This rebuild would allow us to reduce shipping costs and to gain direct rail access to the rest of
the country. However, these benefits depend on competitive access to the Sooner Sub for all shippers on the
proposed line. I understand the State of Oklahoma plans to sell the line that connects Tulsa and Oklahoma
City. The Sooner Sub is best located to rebuild the line into Cushing and should be operated by a carrier that
has connections to multiple Class 1 carriers. The competition in shipping would have a positive impact on
prices which will enhance the economy statewide.

I have strong concerns that BNSF may submit a bid for the Sooner Sub that monetarily, on its surface, may
appear to be the best offer for the state, but in actuality would cost our state large amounts of money. Through
my work on the Oklahoma Grain and Feed Association board I have learned that BNSF has a reputation for
poor service to its Oklahoma agricultural customers and imposes excessive car charges. For example, current
BNSF customers have reported paying, in many cases, more than twice that charged by its competitors in the
secondary market. How will we quantify the cost to our state when our crops cannot reach their market in
time for the optimum price?

I strongly encourage you to support the sale of the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad. They have
proactively worked with Cushing business owners to help establish a way for Cushing to benefit from rail
service over the past few years and I know they have our interest in mind which is why I support them to run
this line. The outcome of this sale will most likely be permanent and the line should be sold to a company that
can allow multiple users to benefit from the Cushing market. However, I think it is critical that the state retain
the right of first refusal should the selected rail company ever decide to sell the Sooner Sub.

Feel free to call me at any time to discuss these matters further.

Sincerely,
Rick Ahrber

rickahrberg@sbceglobal.net
018-225-0267




Oklahomes State ﬁenate%ww

Senator Mike Schulz

RECEIVE@
FEB 1 9 59y,

: DIRE,
January 30, 2014 ECTopR:
S OFFI
CE

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin:

In response to the Request for Proposal issued by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation on November I,
2013 regarding the Sooner Subdivision Railroad Sale, I strongly urge you and your Secretaries of Transportation,
Finance, Agriculture, Commerce and Energy to award the Sooner Subdivision to the Stillwater Central Railroad.
Over the past 15 years the Stillwater Central Railroad, as operator of the Sooner Sub, has shown their commitment
to the State by investing millions of their own dollars into the infrastructure attracting numerous businesses to
locate in central Oklahoma to ship their goods by rail.

In 1998 the Sooner Sub was nearly abandoned until the Stillwater Central Railroad took a risk and began operating
the line which at the time had no traffic. Since they took over they have built up a diverse Customer base consisting
of local companies that ship aggregates, fuels and industrial products. In 2012, the Stillwater Central Railroad
hauled over 29,000 carloads and that number continues to rise. The Stillwater Central Railroad has far exceeded my
expectations of what consistent freight rail service should be in Oklahoma. To sell this line to another company
would be a travesty and an outcome that should not be considered.

Today the Stillwater Central Railroad employs over 50 people and serves 11 online customers who are providing
local jobs that would not have existed if the railroad were abandoned as originally planned. Ensuring that a neutral
short line carrier provides competition among its three Class I connections to those who ship their goods by rail
helps attract businesses to the state and that fact should not be ignored.

Since 1998 the Stillwater Central Railroad has put more than $15 million of their own money into the Sooner Sub
to make moving freight by rail in central Oklahoma safer and more reliable. As the Stillwater Central Railroad
continues to plan for their long term future in the State, we must provide that same certainty to our local businesses
that choose to ship by rail in Oklahoma and benefit from the competition that the Stillwater Central Railroad
provides.

As the sale process goes forward, 1 hope you will take these thoughts into consideration and make the best choice
for those Customers who ship their goods by rail in central Oklahoma, and it is clear to me that choice is the
Stillwater Central Railroad.

Sincerely,

%A

Senator M schulz
Majority Floor Leader

CC:'Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

State Capitol + Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4808 « (405) 521-5612 « FAX: (405) 530-2350 * e-mail: schulz@oksenate.gov




Dklahoma State Senate

Senator Mike Schulz

January 30, 2014

Governor Mary Fallin

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin:

In response to the Request for Proposal issued by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation on November I,
2013 regarding the Sooner Subdivision Railroad Sale, I strongly urge you and your Secretaries of Transportation,
Finance, Agriculture, Commerce and Energy to award the Sooner Subdivision to the Stillwater Central Railroad.
Over the past 15 years the Stillwater Central Railroad, as operator of the Sooner Sub, has shown their commitment
to the State by investing millions of their own dollars into the infrastructure attracting numerous businesses to
locate in central Oklahoma to ship their goods by rail.

In 1998 the Sooner Sub was nearly abandoned until the Stillwater Central Railroad took a risk and began operating
the line which at the time had no traffic. Since they took over they have built up a diverse Customer base consisting
of local companies that ship aggregates, fuels and industrial products. In 2012, the Stillwater Central Railroad
hauled over 29,000 carloads and that number continues to rise. The Stillwater Central Railroad has far exceeded my
expectations of what consistent freight rail service should be in Oklahoma. To sell this line to another company
would be a travesty and an outcome that should not be considered.

Today the Stillwater Central Railroad employs over 50 people and serves 11 online customers who are providing
local jobs that would not have existed if the railroad were abandoned as originally planned. Ensuring that a neutral
short line carrier provides competition among its three Class I connections to those who ship their goods by rail
helps attract businesses to the state and that fact should not be ignored.

Since 1998 the Stillwater Central Railroad has put more than $15 million of their own money into the Sooner Sub
to make moving freight by rail in central Oklahoma safer and more reliable. As the Stillwater Central Railroad
continues to plan for their long term future in the State, we must provide that same certainty to our local businesses
that choose to ship by rail in Oklahoma and benefit from the competition that the Stillwater Central Railroad
provides.

As the sale process goes forward, I hope you will take these thoughts into consideration and make the best choice
for those Customers who ship their goods by rail in central Oklahoma, and it is clear to me that choice is the
Stillwater Central Railroad.

Sincerely,

%A

Senator M schulz
Majority Floor Leader

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Departiment of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
“Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Slate Capitol » Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4808 - (405) 521-5612 - FAX: (405) 530-2350 + e-mail: schulz@oksenate.gov




Tom Newell
State Representative-District 28

Vice Chair
Appropriations and Budget

(405) 557-7372 HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES o
State Capitol Building ok ek ok sk ek sk ek ok Committees:
: Agriculture, Wildlife & Environment
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 328B State of Oklahoma i o T e e
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4885 OhEr RS emm]u;:;;:;

E-mail: tom.newell@okhouse.gov

January 29, 2014
Governor Mary Fallin RECEIVED
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 FEB 05 2014
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 DIRECTOR'S OFFICE

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment
Oklahoma Transportation Commission

Governor Fallin:

In response to the Request for Proposal issued by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation on
November 1, 2013 regarding the Sooner Subdivision Railroad Sale, | strongly urge you and your
Secretaries of Transportation, Finance, Agriculture, Commerce and Energy to award the Sooner
Suhdivision to the Stillwater Central Railroad. Over the past 15 years the Stillwater Central Railroad, as
operator of the Sooner Sub, has shown their commitment to the State by investing millions of their own
dollars into the infrastructure attracting numerous businesses to locate in central Oklahoma to ship their
goods by rail.

In 1998 the Sooner Sub was nearly abandoned until the Stillwater Central Railroad took a risk and began
operating the line which at the time had no traffic. Since they took over they have built up a diverse
Customer base consisting of local companies that ship aggregates, fuels and industrial products. In 2012,
the Stillwater Central Railroad hauled over 29,000 carloads and that number continues to rise. The
Stillwater Central Railroad has far exceeded my expectations of what consistent freight rail service
should be in Oklahoma. To sell this line to another company would be a travesty and an outcome that
should not be considered.

Today the Stillwater Central Railroad employs over 50 people and serves 11 online customers who are
providing local jobs that would not have existed if the railroad were abandoned as originally planned.
Ensuring that a neutral short line carrier provides competition among its three Class | connections to



HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES
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State of Oklahoma

those who ship their goods by rail helps attract businesses to the state and that fact should not be
ignored.

Since 1998 the Stillwater Central Railroad has put more than $15 million of their own money into the
Sooner Sub to make moving freight by rail in central Oklahoma safer and more reliable. As the Stillwater
Central Railroad continues to plan for their long term future in the State, we must provide that same
certainty to our local businesses that choose to ship by rail in Oklahoma and benefit from the
competition that the Stillwater Central Railroad provides.

As the sale process goes forward, | hope you will take these thoughts into consideration and make the
best choice for those Customers who ship their goods by rail in central Oklahoma, and it is clear to me
that choice is the Stillwater Central Railroad.

Sincerely,

Sorcrhid

Tom Newell
State Representative, District-28




THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY Council Agenda

OFFICE OF b
THE MUNICIPAL COUNSELOR
TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM: Kenneth Jordan, Municipal Counselor
RE: Resolution urging the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of

Oklahoma to retain ownership of the Sooner Subdivision rail line for current and future
passenger rail transportation opportunities, and for the economic and quality of life
benefits derived therefrom, for the citizens, businesses, cities and towns of the State of
Oklahoma.

Councilmen White and Greenwell

Councilmen White and Greenwell have requested that a Resolution, submitted herewith, urging the
Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of Oklahoma to retain ownership of the
Sooner Subdivision Rail Line for current and future passenger rail transportation opportunities, be
docketed for Council consideration.

Attachment



RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY URGING
THE OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF
THE SOONER SUBDIVISION RAIL LINE FOR CURRENT AND
FUTURE PASSENGER RAIL TRANSPORTATION
OPPORTUNITIES, AND FOR THE ECONOMIC AND QUALITY
OF LIFE BENEFITS DERIVED THEREFROM, FOR THE
CITIZENS, BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE STATE
OF OKLAHOMA.

WHERAS, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is a
multi-modal transportation agency whose mission is to provide a safe, economical and

effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of
Oklahoma; and

WHERAS, the Sooner Subdivision Rail Line (Sooner Sub) is owned by the State
of Oklahoma and is a part of the former Frisco Rail Line (Frisco Line) located between
the great cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the Frisco Line once served to provide valuable passenger rail
transportation service and economic benefits for the citizens of Oklahoma by linking the
cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa together and with other cities outside the State of
Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities across the United States, including the cities of
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, have determined that local rail transit and intercity and
interstate passenger rail transportation is a critical and necessary component of modern
21st Century multimodal transportation systems and a vital driver of economic
development activity; and

WHEREAS, the 2014 Joint Legislative Agenda of the Greater Oklahoma City
Chamber of Commerce and the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce supports the
continued study and development of passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma
City to enhance connectivity throughout the region and serve as a catalyst for greater
access to tourist attractions and destinations; and

WHERAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has designated the
corridor between Oklahoma City and Tulsa as part of major passenger rail transportation
corridor for the South Central United States; and

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2011, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin approved
House Bill 1686 creating the Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail Development Task Force to
study and develop a comprehensive plan for developing passenger rail service between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and



WHEREAS, on December 7, 2012 the State of Oklahoma's Eastern Flyer
Passenger Rail Development Task Force issued its final report setting forth a solid
framework for moving forward with plans to institute passenger rail service between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and

WHERAS, in November 2012, ODOT commenced a major 2-year, $5 million
Passenger Rail Corridor Investment Plan Study that is funded by federal government and
overseen by the FRA and includes preparation of a Service Development Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement to determine a preferred alternative for establishing
passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, the Sooner Sub is under a long-term lease agreement between
ODOT and South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad (SKO), a division of Watco
Companies (WATCO), for which the State of Oklahoma receives $500,000 annually
from SKO under the terms of the agreement; and

WHEREAS, SKO provides economically important freight rail service for
numerous Oklahoma businesses along the Sooner Sub and has invested millions of
dollars in rail infrastructure improvements along the line; and

WHEREAS, lowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), in partnership with WATCO, has
announced the initiation of trial passenger rail service for the Eastern Flyer on the Sooner
Sub between Tulsa and Oklahoma City during February 2014; and

WHEREAS, IPH has announced that all 900 available tickets for the three initial
Eastern Flyer passenger rail excursion trains between Tulsa and Oklahoma City have sold
out; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has recently published a Request for Proposal on the Sale of
the Sooner Subdivision and is soliciting bids through January 30, 2014 and intends to sell
the Sooner Sub to the highest bidder; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities and towns throughout the State of Oklahoma and
many of their residents and state legislators support development of passenger rail service
between Oklahoma City and Tulsa and are opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of the
Sooner Sub; and

WHEREAS, the City of Oklahoma City is opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of
the Sooner Sub and believes its transfer to private industry would be detrimental to the
development of affordable and effective passenger rail service between Oklahoma City
and Tulsa.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The City of Oklahoma City
urges the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of Oklahoma to retain
ownership of the Sooner Sub for current and future passenger rail transportation
opportunities, and for the economic and quality of life benefits derived there from, for all
of the citizens, businesses, cities and towns of the State of Oklahoma.



ADOPTED by the Council and SIGNED by the Mayor of The City of Oklahoma
City this __25th day of

February 2014
ATTEST: S s & Q ,L’/,/’
CITY CLERK < Ea

% “t, ’qH““"‘:/‘\ G\\\\\\\
YW

REVIEWED for form and legality.

M DC G

Assistant Municipal Counselor




City Council Minutes Page 11 February 25, 2014
Ttem 21, being;

RESOLUTION NQ. R-1314-108: A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NORMAN URGING THE OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF THE SOONER SUBDIVISION RAIL
LINE FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE PASSENGER RAIL TRANSPORTATION
OPPORTUNITIES, AND FOR THE ECONOMIC AND QUALITY OF LIFE BENEFITS DERIVED
THEREFROM, FOR THE CITIZNES, BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE STATE OF
OKLAHOMA.

Councilmember Kovach moved that Resolution No. R-1314-108 be adopted, which motion was duly
seconded by Councilmember Griffith;

Ttems submitted for the record
1. Text File No. R-1314-108 dated February 11, 2014, by Angelo Lombardo, Traffic
Engineer
Resalution No. R-1314-108
Senate Bill No. 584
Laocation map
Oklahoma Department of Transportation Sooner Subdivision Railroad Sale Request for
Proposals, dated November 1, 2013
6, City of Tulsa News Release dated March 12, 2013
Participants in discussion
[.  Mr. Roger Gallagher, 1522 East Boyd Street, made comments

ol Sl

and the question being upon adopting Resolution No. R-1314-108, a vote was taken with the following result:

YEAS: : Councilmembers  Castleberry,  Griffith,
Heiple, Holman, Jungman, Kovach, Miller,
Williams, Mayor Rosenthal

NAYES: None

The Mayor declared the motion carried and Resolution No. R-1314-108 was adapted,

A e ke g K

Item 22, being:

RESOLUTION NO. R-1314-109: A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, APPROPRIATING $22,547.13 FROM THE RISK MANAGEMENT
MISCELLANEOUS REIMBURSEMENTS/REFUNDS ACCOUNT TO REPAIR AND REPLACE
DAMAGED TRAFFIC SIGNAL EQUIPMENT,

Councilmember Kovach moved that Resolution No., R-1314-109 be adopted, Which motion was duly
seconded by Councilmember Griffith;

Items submitted for the record
1. Text File No, R-1314-109 dated February 11, 2014, by Dayid Riesland, Traffic
Engineer
2. Resolution No. R-1314-109
Participants in discussion
* 1, Mr. Shawn O’Leary, Director of Public Works

and the question being upon adopting Resolution No, R-1314-109, as vote was taken with the following
result:

YEAS: Councilmembers  Castleberry,  Griffith,
Heiple, Holman, Jungman, Kovach, Miller,
Williams, Mayor Rosenthal

NAYES: Nons

| ]
The Mayor declared the motion carried and Resolution No. R-1314-109 adopted. Re C e I V e d
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 Regolution

R-1314-108

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NORMAN URGING THE
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF THE
SOONER SUBDIVISION RAIL LINE FOR CURRENT AND
FUTURE PASSENGER RAIL TRANSPORTATION
OPPORTUNITIES, AND FOR THE ECONOMIC AND QUALITY OF
LIFE BENEFITS DERIVED THEREFROM, FOR THE CITIZENS,
BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE STATE OF
OKLAHOMA.

§ 1. WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is a multi-modal
transportation agency whose mission is to provide a safe, economical and effective transportation
network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma; and

§ 2. WHEREAS, the Sooner Subdivision Rail Line (Sooner Sub) is owned by the State of Oklahoma
and is a part of the former Frisco Rail Line (Frisco Line) located between the great cities of
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Oklahoma; and

§ 3. WHEREAS, the Frisco Line once served to provide valuable passenger rail fransportation
service and economic benefits for the citizens of Oklahoma by linking the cities of Norman,
Oklahoma City and Tulsa together and with other cities outside the State of Oklahoma; and

§ 4. WHEREAS, numerous cities across the United States, including the cities of Oklahoma City and
Norman have determined that local rail transit and intercity and interstate passenger rail
transportation is a critical and necessary component of modern 21st Century multimodal
transportation systems and a vital driver of economic development activity; and

§ 5. WHEREAS, the 2014 Joint Legislative Agenda of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of
Commerce and the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce supports the continued study and
development of passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City to enhance connectivity
throughout the region and serve as a catalyst for greater access to tourist attractions and

destinations; and

§ 6. WHERTEAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has designated the corridor between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa as part of major passenger rail transporfation corridor for the South
Central United States; and

§ 7. WHEREAS, on April 21, 2011, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin approved House Bill 1686
creating the Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail Development Task Force to study and develop a
comprehensive plan for developing passenger rail service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and

§ 8. WHEREAS, on December 7, 2012 the State of Oklahoma's Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail
Development Task Force issued its final report setting forth a solid framework for moving
forward with plans to institute passenger rail service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and




Resolution No, R-1314-108

§ 10.

WHEREAS, in November 2012, ODOT commenced a major 2-year, $5 million Passenger Rail
Corridor Investment Plan Study that is funded by federal government and overseen by the FRA
and includes preparation of a Service Development Plan and Environmental Impact Statement to
determine a preferred alternative for establishing passenger rail service between Tulsa and
Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, the Sooner Sub is under a long-term lease agreement between ODOT and Stillwater
Central Railroad (SLWC), a division of Watco Companies (WATCQ), for which the State of
Oklahoma receives $500,000 annually from SLWC under the terms of the agreement; and

WHEREAS, SLWC provides economically important freight rail service for numerous
Oklahoma businesses along the Sooner Sub and has invested millions of dollars in rail
infrastructure improvements along the line; and

WHEREAS, lowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), in partnership with WATCO, has announced the
initiation of trial passenger rail service for the Eastern Flyer on the Sooner Sub between Tulsa and
Oklahoma City during February 2014; and

WHEREAS, IPH has announced that all 900 available tickets for the three initial Eastern Flyer
passenger rail excursion trains between Tulsa and Oklahoma City have sold out; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has recently published a Request for Proposal on the Sale of the Sooner
Subdivision and is soliciting bids through January 30, 2014 and intends to sell the Sooner Sub to

the highest bidder; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities and towns throughout the State of Qklahoma and many of their
residents and state legislators support development of passenger rail service between Oklahoma
City and Tulsa and are opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of the Sooner Sub; and

WHEREAS, the City of Tulsa is opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of the Sooner Sub and
believes its transfer to private industry would be detrimental {o the development of affordable and
effective passenger rail service between Norman, Oklahoma City, and Tulsa.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN,
OKLAHOMA:

§ 17.

That the City of Norman urges the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of
Oklahoma to retain ownership of the Sooner Sub for current and future passenger rail
transportation opportunities, and for the economic and quality of life benefits derived therefrom,
for all of the citizens, businesses, cities and towns of the State of Oklahoma.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 25th day of February, 2014,

Mayor
ATTEST:

City Clerk



RESOLUTION NO.:____ R782-021714

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRISTOW IN URGING THE
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE STATE OF
OKLAHOMA TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF THE SOONER SUBDIVISION RAIL LINE
FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE PASSENGER RAIL TRANSPORTATION
OPPORTUNITIES, AND FOR THE ECONOMIC AND QUALITY OF LIFE BENEFITS
DERIVED THERE FROM, FOR THE CITIZENS, BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is a multi-
modal fransportation agency whose mission is to provide a safe, economical and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of
Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the Sooner Subdivision Rail Line (Sooner Sub) is owned by the
State of Oklahoma and is a part of the former Frisco Rail Line (Frisco Line) located
between the great cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the Frisco Line once served to provide valuable passenger ralil
transportation service and economic benefits for the citizens of Oklahoma by linking the
cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa together and with other cities outside the State of
Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities across the United States, including the cities of
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, have determined that local rail transit and intercity and
interstate passenger rail transportation is a critical and necessary component of modern
21st Century multimodal transportation systems and a vital driver of economic
development activity; and

WHEREAS, the 2014 Joint Legislative Agenda of the Greater Oklahoma City
Chamber of Commerce and the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce supports the
continued study and development of passenger rail service between Tulsa and
Oklahoma City to enhance connectivity throughout the region and serve as a catalyst for
greater access to tourist attractions and destinations; and



WHEREAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has designated the
corridor between Oklahoma City and Tulsa as part of major passenger rail
transportation corridor for the South Central United States; and

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2011, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin approved House
Bill 1686 creating the Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail Development Task Force to study
and develop a comprehensive plan for developing passenger rail service between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and

WHEREAS, on December 7, 2012 the State of Oklahoma's Eastern Flyer
Passenger Rail Development Task Force issued its final report setting forth a solid
framework for moving forward with plans to institute passenger rail service between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and

WHEREAS, in November 2012, ODOT commenced a major 2-year, $5 million
Passenger Rail Corridor Investment Plan Study that is funded by federal government
and overseen by the FRA and includes preparation of a Service Development Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement to determine a preferred alternative for establishing
passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, the Sooner Sub is under a long-term lease agreement between
ODOT and South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad (SKO), a division of Watco
Companies (WATCO), for which the State of Oklahoma receives $500,000 annually
from SKO under the terms of the agreement; and

WHEREAS, SKO provides economically important freight rail service for
numerous Oklahoma businesses along the Sooner Sub and has invested millions of
dollars in rail infrastructure improvements along the line; and

WHEREAS, lowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), in partnership with WATCO, has
announced the initiation of trial passenger rail service for the Eastern Flyer on the
Sooner Sub between Tulsa and Oklahoma City during February 2014; and

WHEREAS, IPH has announced that all 900 available tickets for the three initial
Eastern Flyer passenger rail excursion trains between Tulsa and Oklahoma City have
sold out; and



WHEREAS, ODOT has recently published a Request for Proposal on the Sale of
the Sooner Subdivision and is soliciting bids through January 30, 2014 and intends to
sell the Sooner Sub to the highest bidder: and

- WHEREAS, numerous cities and towns throughout the State of Oklahoma and
many of their residents and state legislators support development of passenger rail
service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa and are opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of
the Sooner Sub; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bristow is opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of the
Sooner Sub and believes its transfer to private industry would be detrimental to the
development of affordable and effective passenger rail service between Oklahoma City
and Tulsa.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and the City Council of the
City of Bristow urges ODOT and the State of Oklahoma to retain ownership of the
Sooner Sub for t-he-current and future passenger rail transportation opportunities, and
for the economic and quality of life benefits derived therefrom, for the citizens,
businesses, cities and towns of the State of Oklahoma.

PASSED AND APPROVED this__17™" dayof __ February , 2014,

é/\’fu(\

Rélpﬁ Barnett, Mayor

ATTEST:

S AV Op noy

Sabrina Mounce, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION # 2014-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF CHANDLER, OKLAHOMA, URGING THE OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) AND THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO MAKE THE BEST
DECISION WHETHER IT'-BE TO SELL OR NOT TO SELL THE SOONER SUB RAIL LINE, FOR CURRENT
AND FUTURE PASSENGER. RAIL TRANSPORTATION OPPORTUNITIES, FOR THE ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND QUALITY OF LIFE BENEFITS DERIVED THEREFROM, FOR THE CITIZENS,
BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, URGING THE STATE OF
OKLAHOMA TO KEEP THE LINE UNDER THE MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION OF A SHORTLINE
RAILROAD, THEREFORE ALLOWING,; THE BEST COMPETITION FOR ALL SHIPPERS ALONG THIS
SECTION OF RAIL AND BEYOND :

WHEREAS the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is a multi-madal transportation
agency: \K?hose mission is to provide a safe, economical and effective transportation network for the people,
commerce and communities of Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the Sobnel Subdivision Rail Line (Sooner Sub) is owned by the State of Oklahoma and is
part of a rail network between the cities of Oklahoma City, Chandler, Stroud, Wellston and Tulsa, Oklahoma;
and

WHEREAS, the Sooner Subdivision could provide rail based transportation for T & J Marketing in their
bulk propane operations.

WHEREAS, There are other shippers already located or soon to locate along the line in Wellston,
Chandler, Stroud and Davenport at this time and;

WHEREAS, the Sooner Subdivision runs through many Oklahoma communities including but not
limited to Sapulpa, Bristow, Stroud, Chandler, Luther, Jones, Wellston and Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, Stillwater Central Railroad (SLWC) (WATCO) Has and are still creating many jobs, and
locating, many small shippers along the rail line and,

WHEREAS, ODOT manages safety aspects of the subject rail line through maintenance requirements
within the Stillwater Central Railroad contract; and



WHEREAS, the subject rail line once served to provide valuable passenger rail transportation service
and economic benefits for the citizens of Oklahoma by linking the cities of Oklahoma City, Stroud, Chandler,
and Tulsa with other cities outside the State of Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities across the United States, including the cities of Chandler, Oklahoma City,
Stroud and Tulsa, have determined that local rail transit and intercity and interstate passenger rail
transportation is a critical and necessary component of modern 21st Century multimodal transportation
systems and a vital driver of economic development activity; and

WHEREAS, the 2014 Joint Legislative Agenda of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce
and the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce supports the continued study and development of passenger rail
service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City to enhance connectivity throughout the region and serve as a
catalyst for greater access to tourist attractions and destinations; and

WHERAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has designated the corridor between Oklahoma
City and Tulsa as part of major passenger rail fransportation corridor for the South Central United States; and

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2011, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin approved House Bill 1686 creating the
Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail Development Task Force to study and develop a comprehensive plan for
developing passenger rail service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and

WHEREAS, on December 7, 2012, the State of Oklahoma's Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail
Development Task Force issued its final report setting forth a solid framework for moving forward with plans to
institute passenger rail service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and

WHERAS, in November 2012, ODOT commenced a major 2-year, $5 million Passenger Rail Corridor
Investment Plan Study that is funded by federal government and overseen by the FRA and includes
preparation of a Service Development Plan and Environmental Impact Statement to determine a preferred
alternative for establishing passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, the Sooner Sub is under a long-term lease agreement between ODOT and SLWC, as
division of Watco Companies (WATCO), for which the State of Oklahoma receives 12% or $600,000 annually
from SLWC under the terms of the agreement which is growing each and every year; and

WHEREAS, SLWC provides economically important freight rail service for numerous Oklahoma
businesses along the Sooner Sub and has invested millions of dollars in rail infrastructure improvements along

the line; and




WHEREAS, lowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), in partnership with WATCO, has announced the initiation of
passenger rail service for the Eastern Flyer on the Sooner Sub between Tulsa, Bristow, Stroud, Chandler and
Oklahoma City, starting as soon as possible; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has recently published a Request for Proposal on the Sale of the Sooner
Subdivision and solicited bids for the sale of the Sooner Sub to the highest, best bidder; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities and towns throughout the State of Oklahoma and many of their residents
and state legislators support development of passenger, and industrial rail service between Oklahoma City and
Tulsa and are opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of the Sooner Sub; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Chandler that the
City of Chandler urges ODOT and the State of Oklahoma to either retain ownership of the Sooner Sub or
insure that a short line Railroad such as WATCO either owns or operates the line on a long term basis. This
will keep competition at the best level possible and the lowest cost for all shippers along the rail line. We
encourage a WATCO sale or lease so that, industrial shippers will continue to grow, passenger rail may be
started as soon as possible, all for the benefit of approximately 2.3 million Oklahomans that are potential users
of passenger service, for economic, and quality of life benefits derived therefrom, for the citizens, businesses,
cities and towns of the State of Oklahoma.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 11" day of March, 2014

s

Gene Imel,

yor
SEAL

ATTEST:

(@bww&&@

Jan Neuﬁ@ty Clerk




RESOLUTION J7( A29

ARESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SAPULPA, OKLAHOMA URGING THE
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE STATE
OF OKLAHOMA TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF THE SOONER
SUBDIVISION RAIL LINE FOR -CURRENT AND FUTURE PASSENGER
RAIL TRANSPORTATION OPPORTUNITIES, AND FOR THE ECONOMIC
AND QUALITY OF LIFE BENEFITS DERIVED THEREFROM, FOR THE
CITIZENS, BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE STATE OF
OKLAHOMA; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is a multi-model
transportation agency whose mission is to provide a safe, economical and effective transportation
network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma; and

WHEREFEAS, the Sooner Subdivision Rail Line (Sooner Sub) is owned by the State of
Oklahoma and is a part of the former Frisco Rail Line (Frisco Line) located between the great cities
of Oklahoma City, Sapulpa and Tulsa, Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the Frisco Line once setved to provide valuable passenger rail transportation
service and economic benefits for the citizens of Oklahoma by linking the cities of Oklahoma City,
Sapulpa and Tulsa together and with other cities outside the State of Oklahoma; and

WHERTEAS, numerous cities across the United States, including the cities of Oklahoma City
and Tulsa, have determined that local rail transit and intercity and interstatc passenger 1ail
transportation is a critical and necessary component of modern 21% Century multi modal
transportation systems and a vital driver of economic development activity; and

WHEREAS, the 2014 Joint Legislative Agenda of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of
Commerce and the Sapulpa Chamber of Commerce supports the continued study and development
of passenger rail service between Sapulpa, Tulsa and Oklahoma City to enhance connectivity
throughout theregion and serve as a catalyst for greater access to tourist attractions and destinations;

and

WHEREAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has designated the corridor between
the Oklahoma City, Sapulpa and Tulsa as part of major passenger rail transportation corridor for the
South Central United States; and

WHEREAS, on April 21,2011, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin approved House Bill 1686
creating the Easter Flyer Passenger Rail Development Task Force to study and develop a
comprehensive plan for developing passenger rail service between Oklahoma City, Sapulpa and
Tulsa; and

WHEREAS, onDecember 7, 2012, the State of Oklahoma’s ,Eastﬁléyé @Eiqg?eé d

APR 15 2014
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Task Force issues its final report sefting forth a solid framework for moving forward with plans to
institute passenger rail service between Oklahoma City, Sapulpa and Tulsa; and

WHEREAS, in November 2012, ODOT commenced a major 2-year, $5 million dollar
Passenger Rail Corridor Investment Plan Study that is funded by federal government and overseen
by the FRA and includes preparation of a Service Development Plan and Environmental Impact
Statement to determine a preferred alternative for establishing passenger rail service between
Sapulpa Tulsa and Oklahoma City; and :

WHEREAS, the Sooner Sub is under long-term lease agreement between ODOT and South
Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad (SKO), a division of Watco Companies (WATCQO), for which the
State of Oklahoma receives $500,000 annually from SKO under the terms of the agreement; and

WHEREAS, SKO provides economically important freight rail service for numerous
Oklahoma businesses along the Sooner Sub and has invesied millions of dollars in rail infrastructure

improvements along the line; and

WHEREAS, Iowa Pacific Holdings (JPH), in partnership with WATCO, has announced the
initiation of trial passenger rail service for the Easter Flyer on the Sooner Sub between Sapulpa,
Tulsa and Oklahoma City during February 2014; and

WHEREAS, IPH has announced that all 900 available tickets for the three initial Eastern
Flyerpassenger rail excursion trains between Sapulpa, Tulsa and Oklahoma City have sold out; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has recently published a Request for Proposal on the Sale of the Sooner
Subdivision and is soliciting bids through Jannary 30, 2014 and intends to sell the Sooner Sub to the

highest bidder; and

WHEREAS, numerous cities and towns throughout the State of Oklahoma and many of their
residents and state legislators support development of passenger rail service between Oklahoma City,
Sapulpa and Tulsa and are opposed to ODOT’s proposed sale of the Sooner Sub; and

WHEREAS, the City of Sapulpa is opposed to ODOT’s proposed of the Sooner Sub and
believes that its transfer to private industry would be defrimental fo the development of affordable
and effective passenger rail service between Oklahoma City, Sapulpa and Tulsa.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF SAPULPA, OKLAHOMA:

Seetion1,  That the City of Sapulpa urges the Oklahoma Department of Transportation
and the State of Oklahoma to retain ownership of the Sooner Sub for current and future passenger

rail transportation opportunities, and for the economic and quality of life benefits derived therefrom,
for all of the citizens, businesses, cities and towns of the State of Oklahoma.

Seetion 2.  That due fo imminent aclion being taken by the Oklahoma Department of

2
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Transportation to sell the Sooner Sub line, an emergency is hereby declared to exist for the
preservation of the public peach, health, safety, and welfare by reason whereof this Resolution shall
take effect immediately upon its adoption and approval.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sapulpa, Olglahoma this ay of February,
2014, with the emergency measure voted on separately this day of February, 2014.

/M

eg Green, Mayor_

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

A

David R. Widdoes, City Attorney

" “
"’fﬁérul'




B Stillwater Mil_ling _C_ompany |

FEED MANUFACTURERS SINCE 1891
P.O. Box 2407  Stillwater, Okla. 74076-2407  (405) 372-3445

February 12, 2014

Secretary Gary Ridley

Oklahoma Dept of Transportation RECEIVED
st

200 NE 21 FER 13 2014

Oklahoma City OK 73105
DIRECTOR'S OFFcE

RE: Sooner Sub Cemmittee -
Dear Secretary Ridley:

Stillwater Milling Company is concerned about the state’s sale of the railroad track that runs
between Oklahoma City and Tulsa. We want to encourage your committee to look hard at the bidding
companies to determine the one that will offer the most complete service.

Rail traffic in Oklahoma is made up of much more than oil cars. Agricultural traffic is very
important to the state and to many businesses in the state, Right now, much of the agricultural traffic is
being delayed or ignored by the BNSF to expedite energy traffic. We would like to see your committee
consider the carrier that is most likely to keep all rail users in mind and keep all commerce along the
track moving in a timely manner. We think the SWLC is the railroad mest likely to do this.

Our company deals with both the BNSF and the SWLC. Qur experience is that the SWLC offers
the best attitude toward customer service and Oklahoma commerce. We hope your committee will

keep our experience in mind while you consider your choices.

Sincersly,
© David Fairbanks, CEO and President
2o S, S aniuha

" i)__:;r"él‘H Qtshal'd; Vie

& President — Purch?ing.




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Oklahoma Sierra Club

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

PO Boxpdoss Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Okla i OK 73146

OmR, Gy Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (405) 286-2277 david.ocamb@sierraclub.org
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

The Oklahoma Chapter of the Sierra Club submits this statement regarding the proposed sale of the state owned rail line
between Oklahoma City and Sapulpa. Our membership feels this sale is not in the public interest. Our membership
stands unified in opposition to what we deem as poor and reckless state policy.

ODOT claims as its mission statement, “The Mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe,
economical, and effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma.” Our
membership feels ODOT will be violating this mission statement if it proceeds with the sale of this property. Our reasoning
follows:

ODOT will be violating every aspect of its mission statement with the proposed sale. Safe transportation demands that
ODOT develop a multimodal strategy to reduce carbon emissions, to provide for those unable to drive, and to provide
optional transportation when driving is hazardous. An economical transportation system incorporates a mix of fuel
efficient, mass transportation sources such as freight rail, light rail, commuter rail, and intercity rail in order to reduce both
taxpayer infrastructure costs and preserve personal transportation investments. An effective transportation network
provides transportation for all, not just those who use automobiles. Connecting communities is essential for commerce
beyond just pavement based transportation solutions.

The Oklahoma legislature has recognized for decades the importance of controlling state railroad infrastructure and
services, even when private industry has threatened abandonment and discontinuance of such. In 1971 the state
established the Railroad Revitalization Act to preserve infrastructure. In 1996 the state established the Oklahoma
Tourism and Passenger Rail Act in part to reestablish passenger service between Oklahoma and Tulsa counties. ODOT
is proposing to sell a state asset that is producing positive revenue from a state lessee the Stillwater Central Railroad.
ODQT is proposing to sell a state asset that was purchased with the intent of passenger rail development in 1998.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Colata Harlan
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

426 Poplar Ave Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Yakop it ied Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (405) 354-3189 hwinc@cox.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Continuing to sell state-owned rail lines is clearly a step in the wrong direction, if Oklahoma wants to join other
progressive, economically competitive cities like Dallas—Fort Worth, which have functional public transportation systems
that contribute substantially to economic development.

The remaining state-owned rail must not be sold off by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation. The state bought that
rail only a couple decades ago. These miles are essential to a statewide passenger rail system, which could be operating
sooner rather than later between Oklahoma City and Tulsa because most of the rail is already in place.

The state of Oklahoma can test the public transit waters with conventional rail at the same time that the ODOT completes
yet another study ostensibly with the intention of implementing high speed rail at some point in the future.

Meanwhile, people could be riding between our major cities.

We have the potential to attract businesses from cities with public transit systems and boost sales tax revenues like
Dallas-Fort Worth did 15th years ago. In the early days, north Texas cities that got on board realized sales tax increases
of $12 for every $1 that was invested. They know the bump was due to public transit because cities that said “no” did not
get these increases.

Please say no to the sale of state-owned rail assets and yes to expanded public transit options that will generate sales tax
revenue and attract young, innovative business owners to Oklahoma.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Evan L. Stair
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

517 Cl t 200 N.E. 21st Street.

e Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:

Norman

sl o 13089 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (405) 204-5801 EvanStair@PassengerRailOK.org
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

I am opposed to the sale of the subject rail line. The line strategically connects the state's two largest metropolitan
areas (Tulsa-Oklahoma City). A sale would represent a betrayal of Oklahoman taxpayers, small business (both rail carrier/
rail customers), and the traveling public. The following information from the data room/ other sources should be quantified,
in the Department of Commerce (DOC) economic impact report, as required by law prior to sale decision:

Reference the 1998 and 2013 State-Stillwater Central Railroad (SCRR) contracts: The lessee SCRR has through
public-private agreement contributed millions in upgrades to subject property (2013,1998 section 7.04). A positive revenue
stream is collected through 12% gross revenues (2013 sec. 3.01). The line was purchased for passenger use (2013, sec.
5.02). A regional headquarters provides jobs in Oklahoma City (2013, 4.04). The original contract was not lease-to-own
meaning it was intended to remain perpetually in state ownership (Oklahoma Statute O.S. 66, section 304(3)).

The BNSF Railway 1998 sale agreement transfers to the state a 99-year “Buyer’s Passenger Service Rights,” that
allows four daily passenger trains on the BNSF Railway between Sapulpa and Tulsa. A $9.00/ train mile access rate is
set. Capital-capacity requirements are to be financed by the BNSF (page 13-14 sale agreement). Therefore, an economic
value should be assigned to the "Buyer's Passenger Service Rights" in the DOC report.

0.8. 66-321, The Okla. Tourism and Passenger Rail Act requires, by definition (0.S. 66-323) that the Department of
Transportation [ODOT] (O.S. 66-323(1)) “to do all things necessary to restore passenger rail.” Passenger rail is defined as
(0.8. 66-323(8)) "linking stations in Oklahoma and Tulsa counties.” Further, there is an established Okla. Tourism and
Passenger Rail revolving fund (O.S. 66-323(4)) available for development. The Texas Transportation Institute (TTI)
demonstrated through a report, “Measuring the Benefits of Intercity Passenger Rail: A Study of the Heartland Flyer
Corridor,” positive economic impact (4:1, benefit = $18 million : cost = $3.95 million) derived from state appropriations,
supporting the Heartland Flyer train operation. Similar benefit should be quantified for a Tulsa-Oklahoma City route.
Privately owned rail access rights fees should be quantified within the DOC report versus what exists with the line in state
ownership. Is there an economic value for Oklahoma becoming the lessee (access rights) versus being the leaser?

Clearly, the property should remain in state control. The SCRR contract should be renewed for 99 years with the
present contractual text. DOC economic impact report parameters should be quantified and based upon a broad range of
values, including those of economic development (freight and passenger) beyond direct state economic revenues and
expenditures. The business plan of an freight owner, local or interstate, must be considered. The Oklahoma City-Sapulpa
rail line had fallen into such disrepair prior to the 1998 sale that it was rumored ready to abandon. Abandonment might
again fit into a private owner’s short term business plan with the state unable financially to repurchase at a critical time.

As a state resident | expect a written reply indicating this public comment has been received and filed.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

""Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Evan L. Stair

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
517 C ( 200 N.E. 21st Street.

el Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
0] 73069

e B Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (405) 204-5801 EvanStair@PassengerRailOK.org

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub’,

This is an addition to comments, submitted January 21, 2013. New issues have come to light with regard to one
Sooner Sub bidder, the BNSF Railway. The following stories are of vital interest to decision-makers. There are financial
and safety issues that must be considered for the protection of the people of Oklahoma.

http://www.twincities.com/national/ci_25016506/more-north-dakota-amtrak-disruptions-from-oil-extreme?source=rss

BNSF capacity problems are troubling. The BNSF has placed freight business ahead of passenger, even with North
Dakota passenger investment. Therefore, BNSF capital plans for the Sooner Sub should be strongly considered.
Further, ODOT has had a statutory requirement to develop passenger rail service between Okiahoma and Tulsa counties
(0.S. 66-321 and O.S. 66-323) since 1996. Studies were performed in 1983, 1994, 1996, 2001, and 2002 for this
corridor. The corridor is again under study. Is the agency working toward fulfilling statutory requirements, or using the
study process as a source of delay? Will the BNSF work ethically to keep state capital and access fees to a minimum?

BNSF capital requirements for the 206 mile Heartland Flyer were $2.6 million per the 1999-2001 contract with Amtrak,
also obtained through Open Records. In 2010, Amtrak and the BNSF released a study produced in Kansas showing a
$151 million capital improvement project for the expansion of the Heartland Flyer to Newton, Kansas some 197 miles
north of Oklahoma City on the same rail line. That is a 60-fold increase.

Amtrak 2010 Oklahoma City - Newton Study URL:
http://www ksdot.org/passrail/amtrak.asp

Safety is also a concern. Consider these articles:

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-01-24/bnsf-train-derailment-threatens-to-delay-bakken-oil-deliveries.html
http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?program|D=14-P 13-00004&segmentID=3

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation networlk for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."
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Evan Stair

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
517 Cl t 200 N.E. 21st Street.
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omnan Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (405) 204-5801 EvanStair@PassengerRailOK.org

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the "Sooner Sub’.

Now, consider that North Dakota Bakken field oil is shipped to Cushing as follows: BNSF Railway to Sapulpa - handoff
to the Stillwater Central - Stroud for a rail-pipeline transloading facility - pipeline to Cushing. Then, consider the following,
obtained through Open Records, this excerpt from the 1998 lease contract between Stillwater Central and the state.

“Section 7.04. Within ninety (90) days after the Commencement Date and each successive annual anniversary thereof,
RAILROAD shall prepare and submit for STATE's approval a detailed maintenance program covering RAILROAD's
maintenance activities for that year. Unless STATE agrees in writing otherwise, said maintenance program shall include,
but shall not be limited to a crosstie replacement schedule of at least 10,000 per year beginning July 1, 1999, a surfacing
and alignment schedule covering 10 miles annually, highway grade crossing improvements, grade crossing surfaces and
signal warning devices, bridges, culverts and other structures (including the removal of debris from all bridge piers, pilings
and abutments), right-of-way clearance and vegetation control, and sub-roadbed. RAILROAD agrees that grade crossing
surfaces and grade crossing warning devices will be given a high priority in RAILROAD’s maintenance program, and shall
renew grade crossings as needed...”

The above paragraph shows the deteriorated condition the BNSF Railway allowed the Sooner Sub to reach prior to
state purchase in 1998. This should be of vital safety concern to those making the sale decision. Lives and property are
at stake. Does the state intend to leave maintenance plans ie. safety considerations in the hands of a private entity when
it has the ability today to evict a reckless tenant?

Is the State prepared to place the BNSF Railway on a short bid list for the same rail line the same railroad corporation
nearly abandoned for scrap in 19987 |s the State prepared to stand aside when it has full control of a state owned
transportation asset that is bringing in positive revenue to the state? Today Oklahoma is a landlord that can dictate terms
to a lessee. Under private ownership the state would become the lessee for passenger rail service, subject to the whims
of the landlord. Is the state prepared to give up ownership and control of a strategic transportation asset connecting the
state’s two largest metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and Tulsa? Who is in control of this state today? The people or
corporations? |s the Oklahoma public truly being considered in this process?

“The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”
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From: Tom Elmore <gtelmore@aol.com>

To: rfprail@odot.org

January 30, 2014

Statement of Tom Elmore, Executive Director, North American Transportation Institute
Regarding ODOT's effort to sell the Sooner Subdivision Rail Line

The story of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation's determination to effectively "give"
the so-called Sooner Subdivision rail line back to the BNSF Railway Company quite clearly
goes back to the interference mega-monopoly BNSF ran in recent years on behalf of ODOT
with the federal Surface Transportation Board, clearing the way for the Interstate 40 Crosstown
Highway in Oklahoma City to be relocated -- directly through the historic OKC Union Station
rail center at 300 SW 7th in Oklahoma City.

Over and over again, as | warned central Oklahomans what was coming, they'd say -- "But it
makes no sense."

Of course it DID make sense to those deceptive individuals fronting this disastrous project --
but it was very hard for most Oklahomans to become hardened and cynical enough to look at
the sense it made.

Every indication has been made since the successful destruction of the OKC Union Station rail
yard and its direct connections to Will Rogers World Airport and Tinker AFB that BNSF would
at some future date require pay-back from ODOT -- and it's quite clear that ODOT intends to
do exactly that with respect to transfer of the Sooner Sub rail line.

There is no doubt that, in this case, as with the build—up to the "New Crosstown," an ill-advised
and entirely unnecessary project, ODOT is exercising its typical strategy of throwing up a
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smokescreen against the scrutiny of the people of the state. Every key assertion made by
ODOT justifying a "New Crosstown" was false. Every official claim about its cost -- and the
harm that it would do -- was false.

Surface Transportation Board case AB6-430X shows the lengths to which arrogant
bureaucrats and corporate monopoly kings will inevitably go in order to have their way. In this
matter, a small band of dogged Oklahoma citizens proved -- from ODOT and BNSF's own
documents -- that the case made by BNSF to abandon the elegant, independent rail passage
of the former Frisco line through the OKC Union Station rail center was fraudulent -- a
deliberate sham, much like ODOT's alleged "competitive route study" for the relocation.

In a June, 2008 ruling, the STB shocked and amazed much of the transportation community by
finding that BNSF had deliberately misled the agency in its abandonment application -- and the
application was ruled "Void, ab initio." That, of course, should have been the end of it -- but
mighty political powers were brought to bear on the STB to get the outcome desired by state
and corporate bosses.

ODOT hung the offspring of today's Oklahomans with a massive, poorly designed and built
new 4-mile expressway which it could neither afford to build nor maintain (against today's $100
billion state unfunded highway maintenance requirement) -- and its favored contractors got a
big pay day. BNSF successfully made any future independent operators of the former Frisco
line captive to their will in order to get through Oklahoma City (and in the doing, killed the
independence and arguably significant capacity which we now know would soon be needed by
its own trains).

The problem with BNSF is that it is a huge, heedless mega-monopoly, the inevitable outcome
of deregulation, and a growing problem with which the people of the nation through their
governments will inevitably have to deal. Worse yet, it and the other Class 1s clearly control
the federal regulatory authorities. Once historic, irreplaceable rail properties, which should be
considered part of the inviolable public commons, are placed in its power, the people
themselves have no lever with which to keep those assets from being misused, under-utilized
and even destroyed.

BNSF sold the Sooner Subdivision rail line to ODOT in about 1998 -- after having run all the
local business off of it. BNSF is manifestly not interested in serving small shippers -- and it
knows how to make life miserable for those unwise enough to depend on it. If the state had not
been willing to purchase the old Frisco rail line between OKC and Tulsa, there is little doubt
that the line would have been destroyed, much like other similar properties since deregulation
of the railroad industry began under the Staggers Act in 1980.

Class 1 railroad management continues to show itself increasingly heedless of the realities of
this era. It continues to look out for its own short-term profits through its comically short-sighted
"five-year business plans." Increasingly, it dictates to American shippers -- sending more and
more freight tonnage to the nation's beleaguered public highways. It refuses to understand that
"you can't operate trains where you've destroyed all the track."

What could BNSF have done to have kept, for instance, the Bridgestone-Firestone Tire Plant
in Oklahoma City?

What could BNSF have done to help Western Farmers Electric Cooperative with economical
and long-term benefit to its electric power customers? Instead of helping, BNSF charged
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WFEC maximum rates for coal shipment to its Hugo power plant -- until the cooperative built
its own 17-mile rail line connecting to other carriers at considerable expense -- after which, like
"Lucy holding the football for Charlie Brown," it immediately lowered its transportation costs to
reasonable levels. And the STB was no help -- as the STB, unfortunately, clearly exists to give
America's corporate lords whatever they want.

What benefit has BNSF been to historic heavy manufacturers like Oklahoma City's Boardman,
Inc.? It not only cooperated with and facilitated ODOT's strange, irrational obsession. to destroy
the rail line that had long served that facility -- but, when local citizens brought in a 50-ton
switch engine to demonstrate the effectiveness of a proposed shortline operation preserving
Boardman's shipping options, BNSF refused to deliver it per the bill of lading, then, like
common thugs, stole the locomotive and auctioned it off.

The mega-monopoly Class 1 bosses can appear quite impressive with their great, flowing
promises -- but, as seen in the examples above and many, many more, betrayal of shippers
and receivers is the only inevitability with these outfits. They play mean, cold hardball at all
times and don't mind siccing their mad dog attorneys on citizens working at their own expense
for the future benefit of the state and nation.

As long as the people of the state of Oklahoma own and control the state's rail properties, they
can assure fair treatment of all -- including the Class 1 railroad companies. If BNSF comes to
control the Sooner Subdivision line again, as before, it may be expected to inevitably make life
very difficult for the small shippers WATCO has brought back to the line -- and ultimately to
abandon them, giving them no choice (as with Boardman, Inc.) but to move their loads over
the state's already-overwhelmed highways, streets and roadway bridges.

This brings me back to ODOT and its highway-lobby domination and orientation. Healthy
railroads working in good faith to do the most - instead of the least - possible can be the best
friends public highways have. Rather than seeing the overriding value our in wealth of state-
owned railway properties, however, ODOT's "highways-only" bosses have made the least of
them. The false "gospel" that these people constantly preach to our hobbled-by-term-limits
elected government is "the gospel of more, more and more money for roads," as if it were
possible to catch up with the skyrocketing maintenance need of our existing roads without
reforming vehicular road-use costs and wise, coordinated use of alternatives like rail. Far from
a responsible approach, ODOT has never in its history completed even the most basic
document demanded for proper management of public roads -- a reliable Highway Cost
Allocation Study definitively establishing what each class of vehicles now using these roads
pay today to use them versus what they OUGHT to be paying.

This is an agency that obsessively blows a billion dollars for an entirely unnecessary four-mile
expressway relocation in the downtown area of Oklahoma City -- and then sends state and
federal elected officials who are in the thrall of the highway lobby to Washington to cry about
"being out of money."

This is an agency that REFUSES to take up its responsibility to educate and assist elected
government in holding heavy commercial trucking accountable for the massive, unrepaid costs
it inflicts on taxpayers' roads every day.

This is an agency that has traded "tomorrow" for stuffing the pockets of its favored highway
contractors "today" through massive, "quick-buck" bond financing debt-load.
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Is it that the real experts at ODOT don't know what to do? Is it that they don't understand?

No.

It's that the special interests that exert far, far too much influence over them have got things
the way they like them here in the state -- and ODOT leadership apparently does not have the
integrity to resist.

Our elected government should yank the highways-only-gang at ODOT up short on this railway
sale -- preserving state ownership. Our elected government should also, quite clearly and
inescapably, take management of our state's precious rail assets away from "ODOT," which is
really not a "Department of Transportation" at all -- but, rather, "a Department of Highways-
Only" -- and see to it that our state's rail heritage remains available to benefit its people.
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OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Thomas H.Verdel, IlI
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
; . 200 N.E. 21st Street.

730 Oak Ridge Drive Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

S i 0

and Springs K P06 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 245-1128 tverdel@cox.net

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the '‘Sooner Sub'.

1. Paragraph 1.2 - ltem 1: Sale of this line is very unlikely to increase economic activity throughout the region. It is more
likely that it will DECREASE economic activity through an anti-competitive action. Selling the line to a single rail company
will likely result in increasing freight shipping costs for current and any future shippers along this line. This will probably
result in a substantial increase in heavy truck traffic in these communities and accelerated deterioration of streets and
highways along the line.

2. Paragraph 1.2 - ltem 2: Sale of this line is very unlikely to enhance customer service and opportunities along the
corridor. Customer service is more likely to suffer as a single private owner is likely to increase freight rates and focus on
long, slow unit trains to the exclusion of other commodity shipments in smaller quantities. The line is likely to be operated
at the lowest possible track class, thereby precluding the potential for developing effective passenger rail options or any
other future improvements.

3. Paragraph 1.2 - ltem 3: Sale of this line to a single private entity will effectively result in DENYING access for a variety
of potential users due to highly limited access times and poor track conditions.

4, Paragraph 1.2 - ltem 4: The line is already being operated by the private sector at a profit to the State and numerous
incremental improvements have been made and continue to be made. Selling the line to a single private sector owner will
de-incentivize any efforts to further develop and improve the line.

5. Paragraph 1.3: Issuing this RFP at the present time ignores and effectively forecloses opportunities for the State
Department of Commerce to prepare an economic impact study. The State Departments of Finance, Agriculture, and
Energy are being by-passed and will find it difficult, if not impossible, to investigate and assess the impacts of this action
on their programs. This Request for Proposal also effectively forecloses at least one option for developing passenger
service which is presently being considered in a multi-million dollar study and paid for by both State and federal dollars.

6. Paragraph 1.4: Proposers should be required to specifically describe which types of common carrier functions they
have performed over the past five years and to what extent their activities have promoted economic development in
communities along their lines.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."
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Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Thomas H. Verdel Ill
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
. . 200 N.E. 21st Street.

780°Oak Ridge Drive Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:
i 74063

Sand Springs oK Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE. _ ZIP:

+1(918) 245-1128 tverdel@cox.net

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’

7. Paragraph 2.1, Second sentence: Describe those "interests of the State" that the Proposer must consider and what
measures of effectiveness in achieving those should the Proposer address.

8. Paragraph 2.1, ltem 2a: The minimum track standard classification to be maintained should be Class IIl. The present
operator on the line has already determined that to be a necessity just to effectively and efficiently move freight along the
line. A Class Il standard will only add to congestion on the line and would effectively completely preclude any future
attempt at passenger operations.

9. Paragraph 2.1, ltem 4: This statement does not actually require the purchaser to "perform” any of the listed operations.
It only requires the new owner to "anticipate” certain operations that the owner, at its own discretion, may believe are
"infeasible". This entire statement has no force or effect, is superfluous and should be deleted.

10. Paragraph 3.1, Item 6.: Shortlisting a total of 3 Proposers is a more common contracting procedure. If only 2 are
shortlisted and one drops out or is disqualified, the State would be left facing a non-competitive negotiation. Recommend
you shortlist 3.

11. Paragraph 3.1, Request for Final Offer, Item 6: The way this is stated, the "Best Value" assessment includes all
elements including the Contract Price, but the Contract Price is also evaluated alone. This does not seem to agree with
the statement of evaluation procedures in Paragraph 3.1.

12.The State's assessment of current value seems to be based largely on the value of land and materials found on the
property. Has the State considered the Net Present Value of the income stream from this asset and if so, over how many
years? Rail infrastructure depreciates very slowly and has a very long life. If this was not considered, why not?

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”
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Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Thomas H. Verdel, I
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
. . 200 N.E. 21st Street.

730 Oak Ridge Drive Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Sand Spri

prings i i Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP;

+1 (918) 245-1128 tverdel@cox.net

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

13. Paragraph 5.1: In order to best prepare their Proposals, offerors need to know how much weight the State intends to
attach to the 16 items listed. They are obviously not listed in order of weight or significance since Offer Price which only
accounts for 40% of the value is listed ahead of Business Plan and Projected Economic Activity. Combining "Business
Plan" (a factor that has no means of enforcement) with Projected Economic Activity (which may, at least, guide offerors to
the most lucrative approach) seems to suggest that these two topics deserve separate evaluations. You either need to
assign and display points associated with each factor or, perhaps best, just list them in order of significance.

14. General Comment: If the State of Oklahoma is actually interested in economic development and more efficient and
competitive transportation systems throughout the State, the sale of the Sooner Sub is just the opposite of what needs to
be done. This proposed sale sends a clear and dominant message to the citizens of Oklahoma that the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation and the Office of the Governor simply care nothing at all for these objectives and are only
interested in demonstrating their power and influence.

15. A far more practical approach to this issue would be to determine the most affordable and productive ways to
modernize and improve a valuable state asset and encourage private sector investment in rail OPERATIONS in the State.
For this to happen, no additional legislative actions or taxes are needed. The State Department of Transportation is
already in receipt of a proposal that would do this and requires nothing more than a reasonable and responsible
investment in the line. Individual citizens are expected to maintain their real property in a responsible condition; why is our
state government excused from this same level of responsibility?

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”
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Thomas H. Verdel
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub'

| am entirely opposed to the sale of this line. For several months in 2012, a State Task Force met to discuss the future of
this state-owned property and published a report recommending the improvement of the line. It was obvious in the
beginning that the Oklahoma Department of Transportation did not want the Task Force to meet and actively opposed any
recommendations for expanded use. Once the report was published, ODOT unilaterally announced that it would proceed
with a sale of the line. Despite overwhelming public and legislative opposition to this move, ODOT continues to seek the
sale.

ODOT is responsible for "managing" the State's rail and other transportation assets. They do not "own" them. The State of
Oklahoma and its residents own this line. There is nothing about the potential sale of the line that benefits the public. This
proposed sale is solely a "favor" to large business, monied interests and a narrow-minded and spiteful Secretary of
Transportation who resents being challenged by the people he was appointed to serve.

I would have preferred to comment on the demonstrated positive benefit-cost ratios of re-developing and extending this
line but it has become transparently obvious that the Oklahoma Department of Transportation has no interest in this
information and is determined to execute this sale regardless of public and legislative opposition. This seems to be a
peculiar approach in an election year when many voters are well aware of this situation and may decide to express their
displeasure at the ballot box.

|, for one, will be a member of that group.

oty

“T'he mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."
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Nicole Nascenzi

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

NAME:
1141 N. Cheyenne Ave,

ADDRESS:

Tulsa

OK

74106

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

CITY:
+1(918) 573-4718

STATE:

ZIP:

Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

Nnascenzi@gmail.com

PHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

| request that the state not sell the Sooner Hub. Selling the 97.5 mile segment of railroad will inhibit commercial and civic
progress in Oklahoma. To be a successful state we need to have rail travel between Oklahoma City and Tulsa. For
ODOT to be true to its mission "to provide a safe, economical, and effective transportation network for the people,
commerce, and communities of Oklahoma" there needs to be affordable, effective public transportation between the

state's two major cities.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, cominerce, and communities of Oklahoma."
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Steve Davis
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
G 200 N.E. 21st Street.
5909 Ganhian Flage Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Oklahoma City Ok 73112 -
Please submit comments by:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
+1 (405) 942-0233 klassikars@aol.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments régardr‘ng the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub".

| have great concern that this segment of railroad, which is now under control of ODOT, and is currently generating cash
for the state, would even be under consideration to be sold to BNSF or any railroad, which is NOT interested in
cultivating passenger service over this line.

There has been considerable study concerning extending passenger service between the two most populous cities in this
state and considerable funds spent doing so. The people of these two cities desire this service and everything should be
done to extend them this privilege.

As it stands, the line is currently leased by an operator who has spent considerable of their own funds, to bring this line
up to operational standards. They maintain the line, and keep the right of way clear of the normal railside rubbish, that |
have witnessed in other travels. | have traveled over it myself, and feel, even in it's current condition, that it would be
usable, as-is, for a tourist line. As you see, lowa Central has contracted for this service and has sold out completely, in
just a matter of a few days, over 900 seats, for only three round trips to OKC from Sapulpa.

Now just think, if that service could also be offered from OKC to Tulsa? or to Will Rogers' hometown of Claremore? The
line is clearly a viable venture, just in terms of tourism dollars. What the Will Rogers Memorial, and the J.M. Davis Gun
Museum and the City of Claremore, would do with a train load of visitors!!!

Yes, | do understand that this particular segment, just concerns OKC-Sapulpa. However, once this line opens regularly to
the public, you will soon realize, the extension of through service and number of daily trips will have to be expanded to
keep up with the popularity of this valuable service.

| don't feel that passengers on this line are interested in 120 mile per hour service. As the line stands currently, it can
approximate the same running time that was available when the Frisco was still running trains. With proper signalling,
and track resurfacing, the track speeds could be improved considerably, which would serve to enhance the ride and
connections on each end.

Incidentally, we had 30,000+ visitors to Oklahoma Railway Museum, here in Oklahoma City, the past year that bought
tickets to ride the train just a little more than a mile and a half down the line and back.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Nathan Wood

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

912 NW 35TH ST Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Oklah Ci ]

afioma City K o118 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP;

+1 (405) 219-2599 dart330@gmail.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

As a resident of Oklahoma City who frequently travels the transportation corridor to Tulsa, | am against the proposed sale
of the Sooner Sub to a private company. Oklahoma is in a unique position to link it's two largest metropolitan areas with
passenger rail service on a state-owned line. Many states would love to be in this position, yet we are looking to sell.

The tide is already turning against automobile transportation as the haby boomers age, millennials aren't interested in
driving, and there are plenty of current senior citizens who are not able to drive. It is clear that using highways as the only
means of intercity travel is becoming outdated quicker than most transportation departments can keep up, and ODOT
seems to want to prove that point with this sale.

There has been no acceptable reason presented on why this line must be sold. The state can continue to lease it out at a
profit for the rest of it's existence while increasing the transportation options available to the citizens of the state. Providing
a much needed economic benefit to the towns along the line and an essential life-line to those who are unable to drive.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Deidre Vance
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
’ 200 N.E. 21st Street.
6119 S. Irvington Ave. Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Ml s i Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP: '

d.vance04@yahoo.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub',

I would like to see a stop to be in at least central Tulsa so that even the eastern Tulsa and north Tulsa suburbs can take
advantage. Typically in Europe that is common to put in city center then even the other public transportation systems can
work together more effectively.

The current plan allows west OK City to have this advantage. | understand Sapulpa it a great stop but goeod utilization and
access is key to any public transportation system. | love the fact when | travel to rather large citys such as San Fran | can
hop a rail system from the airport to another location without having to depend on rental cars. The same is so for my
European travels. | have traveled there many times over the past 2 years and never rented a car due to the ease of the
rail systems near the airports to nearly any town center that | need to access.

Just forward thinking and realizing the growth of the Tulsa suburbs should be considered heavily

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Olklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Mike Marshall
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
: 200 N.E. 21st Street.

2504 W. Owen K. Garriott Rd., #304 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Enid OK 73703

b Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (580) 541-9363 mmarshall@suddenlink.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

Print Form Reset Form Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

After reading through the documents in the "Data Room" concerning the sale of the Sooner Sub, | have three questions:
1) Why, at this time, has the State decided to divest itself of one of its most valuable assets? 2) Where, specifically, will
the money go from the sale? 3) Why not continue with the current lease with the Stillwater Central Railroad and help
them develop passenger rail service from downtown Tulsa to downtown Oklahoma City? And for the record, | am not in
favor of the sale of the Sooner Sub by ODOT. Thank you.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Terry Beutelschies

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

P.O. Box 1612 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Muskoges o i Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1(918) 525-2217 tbeutels@yahoo.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Please do not sell this portion of railroad. We would use and enjoy a trip from Sapulpa to OKC and would travel more
often. | just can't imagine this not being a great tourist attraction as well as another form of transportation for those who do
not like to drive their own vehicle. My vote is DO NOT SALE. Thanks.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Wanda Stapleton

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
i v Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:
Okl i
ahema Eity Bk T Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
rtandwj@cox.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Don't sell our railroad. You've already paved over the spacious 12-track Union Station rail yard in South OKC.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation networlk for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Wanda Jo Stapleton, former State Representative
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
425 SW 51st Street Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
i K

S AR S 2 73109 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (405) 634-5902 rtandwj@cox.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’.

Do NOT sell the Sooner Sub line. You have already done far too much damage by paving over the Union Station railyard
in Oklahoma City. Of course you promote asphalt and rail travel is competition which you do not want. Do what's right
this time.

“The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Mike Marshall
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
’ 200 N.E. 21st Street.

2504 W. Owen K. Garriott Rd., #304 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Eni OK

iy L2708 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP;

+1 (580) 541-9363 mmarshall@suddenlink.net

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub’.

Please do not sell the Sooner Sub. Honor and renew your lease with the Stillwater Central Railroad and allow them to
bring passenger rail service back to this line on a permanent basis. Keep this asset in the State of Oklahoma's possession
and continue the relationship you have established with a valuable and responsible corporate citizen. Thank you for your
consideration.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."
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Mary Francis
mary.francis111@gmail.com

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment
of railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner
Sub’

‘Oklahoma's economic progress is enhanced by retaining state-ownership of the 'Sooner Sub' similar to
‘the $18 million dollar benefit shown by the Texas Transportation Institute study of Amtrak's short
segment between Ft. Worth and the Red River.

1If that short segment has benefited the area of North Texas, it is only reasonable to look for similar
benefits for Oklahoma's Amtrak segment as well as the proposed OKC-Tulsa segment.

Furthermore, older citizens and the disabled find rail MUCH friendlier in our attempt to access medical
care, visit friends, reach entertainment and the Capitol... all while saving money, fuel and avoiding the
pollution and stress of auto traffic, tickets and drunk drivers.

You will get old. You too will want the friendly access of Passenger Rail and the connecting
infrastucture.

And you don't want to see me on the road when I'm 80 or 90.
I oppose selling ANY of our State-owned Railroad.
CC to: Federal Railroad Administration, officeofrpd@dot.gov and fra.legal@dot.gov
Gov. Fallin - Fax: (405) 521-3353, OK Speaker Shannon - tw.shannon@okhouse.gov ,

and OK Pres.Pro Temp. Bingman - (405) 521-5605,
Rep. Tom Cole - 405 329-6500 & my legislators.

Submitted 27 January 2014 to:

"OfficeofRPD@dot.gov" <officeofrpd@dot.gov>, fra.legal@dot.gov, "OK Rep. T.W. Shannon"

<tw.shannon@okhouse.gov:>, "OK Senate President Pro Tempore, Brian Bingman" <bingman@oksenate.gov>, "Rep. Tom
Cole" <tom@tomcoleforcongress.com>, "Gov. OK Switchboard Comments" <governor@gov.state.ok.us>, "OKRep.
Emily Virgin" <emily.virgin@okhouse.gov>, "Sen. John Sparks" <sparks@oksenate.gov>, Brian Bighie

<BBighie@aodot.org>, mpajoh@odot.org, bschmitt@odot.org




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Pam Schrader

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

11527 East 7th Street Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Tul

Hed i el Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 850-0971 pam.schrader@davita.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub’.

We want a rail commute between Tulsa and OKC. | would use it all the time and | know at least 40 others just
within my company that would use it weekly.

WE NEED THIS! Please!!!

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Connie S. Green
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

P: ©. Box 107 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

K i 7

Slyvie O 4039 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1(918) 247-3793 csgreen@tds.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’

Please HALT the sale. We have seen incredible response in our area for the Friends of the Eastern Flyer's idea of having
passenger service from Sapulpa, OK to Okla. City area. Lots of potential for development and growth!

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Sarah Kobos

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

3709 E 43 Street Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:

g oK L Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

skobos@netzero.net

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

Print Form Reset Form Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

| urge you NOT to sell the Sooner Sub line. Selling the rail line that connects our two largest metropolitan areas would
be short-sighted and misguided. | do not know who this would serve, but it would not be the citizens of the State of
Oklahoma. It appears that the proposed sale would benefit BNSF Railroad. Should this be the motivating factor in a
decision by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation? Or should the voices, opinions and concerns of citizens count
for anything? Passenger rail is not a relic of the past; it has the potential to be a viable and logical transportation option
of the future. ODOT should listen to the voices of thousands of Oklahoma citizens who want more transportation options
in the future. Citizens want greater connectivity between Tulsa and OKC. Citizens want more economic development
opportunities in the small towns and rural areas that this rail line traverses. We, the citizens of Oklahoma, own the
Sooner Sub line, and we want to keep it.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Daniel Jeffries
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E, 21st Street.
15002 N Trenton Ave Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Skigtpok o5 {aly0 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
+1 (918) 513-2985 daniel@djeffries.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub',

I'm writing to urge ODOT to not sell the Sooner Sub. Quite frankly, I'm a bit surprised that the state department in charge
of transportation would even consider selling one of the state's largest assets which could be used to connect the two
largest cities in the state by passenger rail transport. The line would not only connect Tulsa and Oklahoma City, it would
provide a link between Oklahoma and Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago and beyond. It would advance the United States
Department of Transportation's and Federal Railroad Administration's high speed rail plans. This line is bigger than some
political interests in Oklahoma City. This corridor is an important link between the South Central corridor and the rest of
the nation's rail network. The return of passenger rail to this corridor is desired by residents in the Oklahoma City and
Tulsa metro areas, along with other smaller communities. The return os passenger rail could provide an enormous boost
to the state, and it would give our nearly 4 million residents another transportation option other than owning a car (which
many Oklahomans don't), and would accomplish the stated mission of ODOT: "...to provide a safe, economical and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma." Selling this line accomplishes
nothing toward that mission, and actually goes against it. Selling it would also break a promise made to the people of
Oklahoma in 1997. In order to pass the legislation that created the Heartland Flyer, the State promised that within 10
years, passenger rail service would be extended from Oklahoma City to Tulsa. It's now been 16 years since that promise,
and ODOT has done everything in its power to prevent that. | would like to remind Gary Ridley and everyone at ODOT
that you're no longer the 'Department of Highways' and haven't been since 1976. You are the Department of
Transportation, which includes multiple modes of transportation, not just highways and bridges. It seems you've
conveniently forgotten that significant detail. Right now, the Sooner Sub provides stable income to the state and provides
the opportunity to fulfill that 1997 promise to the people of Oklahoma. Selling it would not just be a blow to passenger rail
service in Oklahoma, a blow to 2 million people in eastern Oklahoma, a blow to USDOT's and FRA's high speed rail
plans; it's a betrayal, bad for business and bad for the State Budget. The sale is also based on a lie. Despite recent press
releases to the contrary, the original intent of the purchase of the Sooner Sub was NOT to eventually sell it to a private
company. It was to preserve our rail assets for the return of passenger rail. This is one area where Tulsans and OKCians
actually agree: both city councils oppose the sale and support the return of passenger rail service. Nothing good will come
from this sale except to one private company that wants control of the line. That leads me to wonder: whose interests
would be served by the? One private business, or the "citizens, commerce and communities of Oklahoma?" The sale is a
shameful transaction motivated by politics, completely disregarding the will of the people of Oklahoma. Oklahomans want
more transportation options, not fewer. Oklahomans want rail service to return. OKC & Tulsa want it. The communities
along the line want it. The FRA and US DOT want it. The question is: why doesn't ODOT?

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



Bonnie Winslow
1723 W. Noble
Guthrie, Oklahoma 73044
January 12, 2014

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 NL.E. 21st Street.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

Re: Comments on Sooner Sub RFP

Dear Sir or Madam:

| am writing in regards to an upcoming sale of the Oklahoma State rail property known as the “Sooner
Sub.” | feel this sale should be postponed until the Oklahoma City to Tulsa Passenger Rail study is
completed. Selling this asset beforehand affects the validity of the study as it removes a possible viable
alternative to be considered.

My understanding is the Sooner Sub currently provides revenue to Oklahoma citizens with no outlay in
maintaining it. | support sensible passenger rail service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Privatizing
this asset complicates it being utilized as passenger rail, as negotiating with a private party becomes

more difficult than as a public rail line

I strongly recommend that the state of Oklahoma delay selling the Sooner Sub until a final decision has
been made regarding passenger rail between Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

| have also submitted my comments on the RFP comment form via email. | have little confidence in the
email system as my on-line scoping comments were lost and not included in the Parsons-Brinkerhoff

study.

Sincerely,

Jj Qv \/‘W;LQ_ | UQv\jk@ )

Bonnie Winslow



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub” Request for Proposal

Brett Marchbanks
NAME: _ OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
SR S - 7 S . 200 N.E. 21st Street.
2712 NWSbth Terragé. . - - . o % . ... |Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS: CT
Oklahoma Cit e W
¢ R Ll Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

brettm2049@yehoo.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of

| have the following comments regarding the Request For
ma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklaho

| support not selling this 97.5 mile segment of railroad. 1 would hope that the parties involved would consider proposals to

turn this segment into comm uter rail rather than sell.

s to provide a safe, economical, and

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation i
and communities of Oklahoma.”

effective transportation network for the people, commerce,



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub” Request for Proposal

Glenn A. Nead

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

7300 N Post Rd Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:

Spencer ] 20 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

405-317-1147 mapmgr@yahoo.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub".

Dear Sir or Madam:

First off, | would like to thank ODOT for having the foresight in purchasing the OKC/TUL section of the Sooner Sub as it
was being abandoned by the newly formed BNSF. As my home address indicates, | live 1/2 mile north of the Sooner
Sub crossing of Post Rd, near milepost 579,

| am opposed to the sale for two reasons-- the lack of the percentage of profits that the state would receive (I think it is
12%), especially if the keystone pipeline continues to be delayed and oil is transported to Stroud/Cushing over the line.
Second, it is the best chance of restoring passenger rail service back between Oklahoma City and Tulsa, as well as
potentially provide light rail. With regards to light rail, | work near Will Rogers Airport at MMAC. If we had light rail, |
could take the same Sooner Sub from near my home to where | work. As itis, if | had to depend upon public
transportation, | would have to take 4 buses, walk several miles at each end, and even it | took the very first available
bus in the morning and the very last bus in the evening, | could only get in about 5.5 - 6 hours of work. 7A /¢ /s
wll Letthin Cllehove. iy

If, on the other hand the sale does go through, it should only go to Stillwater Central / WATCO. They are the ones who
have invested in this line, providing much needed upgrades to the infrastructure and establishing new service. They
appear to be passenger friendly. BNSF, on the other hand, had their chance at this line and they abandoned it. They
tend not to be passenger friendly.

Sincerely,

%ﬂvm_/ / 7?7,4—:;/

Glenn A. Nead (Mailing address: PO Box 457, Spencer, OK, 73084)

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."”



COMMENT FORM -
'Sooner Sub' Request for Proposal

As a longtime Oklahoma resident who can remember when we DID have a
transportation network that included both road and passenger rail, I am looking
forward to addition of the Eastern Flyer passenger train to state transportation

options. It is patently obvious that the existing, very usable rail line, the 'Sooner Sub,
now owned by the state, is the obvious, economical choice for running the Eastern
Flyer between our two largest metro areas, OKC and Tulsa. Of course it will be easier
and less expensive to upgrade the Sooner Sub line than to purchase new right of way,
rails, ETC.

Why did the Oklahoma Department of Transportation solicit proposals from potential
buyers of the Sooner Sub line? This action certainly appears contrary to the interests
of Oklahoma citizens, particularly the great majority of our citizens —who reside in the
area along the Sooner Sub corridor.

Was offering the Sooner Sub for sale a move to favor the freight interests of a large
railroad company? It is time that passenger transportation needs in this state by given
proper consideration. There are many citizens who cannot drive or cannot afford a car
and upkeep. Oklahoma’s current near ‘roads only’ monopoly robs those citizens of
services and opportunities. Moreover, even for drivers, the principal road connecting
OKC and Tulsa is dangerously congested, making safety a serious consideration.

From the experience of Oklahoma’s unique and popular passenger train, the Heartland
Flyer (OKC to Ft. Worth), and from reading its statistics in the Texas Transportation
Institute study, we can expect that the Eastern Flyer, which has potential as commuter
rail, will bring even greater economic benefit to Oklahoma —especially to Oklahoma
City, Tulsa AND towns along the connecting route.

The Sooner Sub rail line, remaining in state ownership, can be a lifeline for many
when it carries an Eastern Flyer passenger train. THE SOONER SUB MUST NOT
BE SOLD. (Nor should any other of Oklahoma’s state-owned rails be sold.) A SAFE,
ECONOMICAL AND EFFECTIVE TRANSPORTATION NETWORK for
Oklahoma must include a serious commitment to passenger rail. The Sooner Sub line
is a valuable asset that must be retained in state ownership as a major component ofa
LONG-AWAITED safe, economical and effective transportation network for
Oklahoma.

B .Geary

thinkcivic@gmail.com




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Amory Jewett
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

ba Slone ot Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Mi M

iddieboroygh o 3P Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (508) 946-1681 plantsman7@gmail.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub".

| believe that the sale of this segment of railroad will set a bad precedent for the sale of public owned railroad track lines
or segments thereof in Oklahoma and in other U.S. states. Most transportation experts around the country agree that

passenger rail has begun a strong come back and will continue to grow exponentially over the next decade and beyond.

The best way to allow private passenger rail companies to access railroad routes is to keep those routes under public
ownership and control. It is of significant financial benefit to all parties involved to do so. This includes the tax payers of
the state concerned. Thank you

Amory B. Jewett

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



Continuing to sell state-owned rail lines is clearly a step in the wrong direction, if Oklahoma
wants to join other economically competitive cities like Dallas—Fort Worth, which have
functional public transportation systems that contribute substantially to economic development.

Oklahoma's remaining state-owned rail must not be sold off by the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation. The state bought that rail only a couple decades ago. These miles are essential
to a statewide passenger rail system, which could be operating sooner rather than later between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa because the rail and the contracts to operate it are already in place.

The state of Oklahoma can test the public transit waters with conventional rail at the same time
that the ODOT completes yet another expensive study ostensibly with the intention of
implementing high speed rail at some point in the future.

Meanwhile, people could be riding between our major cities.

We have the potential to attract businesses from cities with public transit systems and boost
sales tax revenues like Dallas-Fort Worth did 15" years ago. In the early days, north Texas
cities that got on board realized sales tax increases of $12 for every $1 that was invested. They
know the bump was due to public transit because cities that said “no” did not get these
increases.

Please say no to the sale of state-owned rail assets and yes to expanded public transit options
that will generate sales tax revenue and attract young, innovative business owners to
Oklahoma.

Thank you.
Colata Harlan

426 Poplar Avenue
Yukon, OK 73099-2659



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Daniel B. Honeyman Il
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
7991 West 191st Street South Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
oK 47

Mounds 140 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 640-7912 honeyman@honeycreekfarm.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’.

It is absolutely against the grain of the best value for the public to not go forward with this project. If it is built it will be used
to the best advantage of the demographic in Oklahoma. It is not at all responsible to sell the line. We need passenger
service by rail. Please think before acting. Thank you.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Allen Shutler
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
; 200 N.E. 21st Street.

1810 Willow Rd Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Blancj

Sl G 73010 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1(405) 553-2420 shutleca@oge.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahorna, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Please do not sale this section of rail. The train is one of the last modes of transportation from the golden pages of our
American history. Please preserve this past way of transportation. If action like this sale happens everywhere then the
rials will be a ghost and future generations will only see a train in a museum and never have the chance top ride one. |
have a 3 year old grandson that loves trains and can't wait to take him on a ride on this section of rails. | can't wait to ride
it myself. Please do not deprive us from this opportunity! As a tax paying Oklahoman | ask you not make this sale.
Thank you

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Frank Stinson
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

16006 E. 11 St Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:
| :

T0eg ks 4108 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 438-2714 gahooce@cox.net

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub".

| feel we need to keep this for the future of our children & grand children, Someday we will need rail service much more
than now. Someday Tulsa will be a subburg of OKC.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation networl for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Susie Inman
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
8B6E 14851 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Glenpool OK 74033
P 408 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
Sue.z.Q@mail.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub'.

As evidenced by the popularity of the Eastern Flyer, | would like to encourage you to consider making this hub a
permanent viable means to connect the eastern portion of the state with the Oklahoma City area. Isn'tit time we worked
toward a goal that unifies our state? | seldom travel the Turner Turnpike due to the heavy freight traffic, but, I would enjoy
an alternate means to get to the OKC area. Please reconsider the current plan. Let's take advantage of the potential good
this mode of transportation would offer the people of Oklahoma. Thank you.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation networi for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub” Request for Proposal

g Ouo& (5\1 SO\A
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

L30Y S- {5 UO&&L)W Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:
S Ky’

C!TMC)O e o ;le (oO LPEease submit comments by: 01/30/2014

Yo$ 193 L% el i @cd(ku,o;(‘
PHONE NUMBER: EM)!!IL ADDRESS:

i PrintForm S RasetForm Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Suly’.
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"The mission ofthe Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportafion network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Stephen Lassiter

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

10 N Greenwood Ave, APT N411 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
T
i e (410 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: Z|P:
+1 (918) 520-5872 stephenslassiter@gmail.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub'.

Please do not sell the Sooner Sub. It is important to keep this line state owned to ensure that this segment can help
establish passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City. The Oklahoma Department of Transportation should
be providing multiple modes of "transportation," not just highways. Passenger rail service between Tulsa and OKC is a
safe mode of travel compared to driving the dangerous turnpike between our cities. This passenger rail service does not
need to be high speed to be feasible. Connecting Tulsa and OKC by rail provides more transportation choices to
Oklahomans, which ultimately means more freedom for Oklahomans.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

sheila sanders

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
105 E 19th St Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:

Diles Dk Ta11g Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 629-4943 sheilarsanders1@gmail.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Please do not sell the railroad. Tulsan's want regular rail service to OKC!

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Daniel Ashbaugh
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

2550 E. 17th St. Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:
OK

THs 14104 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE:.  ZIP:

+1 (405) 633-2669 Dan.Ashbaugh@outlook.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

| was very disappointed | was unable to get tickets to OKC for the recent train ride. My sister lives down there, and we
could drive down for the day more often, but traffic is always just annoying. On top of that | feel like | wasted the day when
I travel for 1.5 hours, get lunch with her, go shopping, then drive 1.5 hours back. 3 hours of my life easily could have been
spent on my tablet getting work done or reading a book. | just can't justify spending 3 hours making myself angry to spend
4 hours with her.

| know the plan was always to sell the line. But | would really appreciate running a passenger train for a few months to
allow potential businesses the opportunity to see the value in offering passenger rail.

Thank you,

Daniel Ashbaugh, EI.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Alani Taylor ‘
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
1313 8. Jamestown Avenue Oklahoma City, OK T73105-3204
ADDRESS:
112

Tise o " Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (706) 247-4834 miquela26@hotmail.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’.

ODOT, please, please, PLEASE do not sell the "Sooner Sub" rail line. | have not read or heard any major advantages to
the Oklahoma selling this asset rather than working to develop it. This significant mode of economic development used
be invested in and improved, not sold to gather some easy, quick funds. How is it that the state would benefit from this
line being "part of a private rail network" (words of Gary Ridley, ODOT)? The potential justifications | could see are quick
money and tax income form the company. However, the potential income from allowing this to be developed as a
passenger rail line would be much more and more long-term. The final report by the Tulsa Advisory committee on this
matter made a compelling argument as to the benefits and gains of the state investing in developing the rail line to
allowing for travel between Tulsa and Oklahoma City. First off, it would be much more economical and faster to invest in
making this the direct travel line between the cities. It would also be a way to determine if investing in the development of
a more high-speed line is a worthwhile use of a significant portion of state funds. The estimate by the committee are that
the high-speed line could cost $1 billion. Wouldn't it make sense to use existing resources first to determine the popularity
and potential use of this commuting option? It would be available for use so much sooner than a high-speed line project.

| see expansion of public transportation as a necessary component to further urban and suburban and economic
development in Oklahoma. Stop putting money in expanding highways and make some alternatives for people. Potential
for a future high-speed line is not an excuse to not make use of this asset. There is no major reason to sell the "Sooner
Sub". There may be justification in the slight financial gain, but Oklahoma would be losing state assets, missing out on
community and town development, and disappointing citizens by not putting their interests first.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation networl for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Karl Rambo
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
420 Castro St. Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Nofman oK it Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
+1 (405) 761-9616 karl.rambo@att.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

This proposal to sell the Sooner Subdivision is perhaps one of the most questionable proposals | have heard coming out
of state government as of late. | have spoken with my state house and senate representatives about this, as well as
calling the Governor's office. There seems to be no compelling reason why this is being put up for sale, but there are
many good reasons why the State of Oklahoma should retain ownership and control of this revenue-producing and
service-providing asset. If the objective is to inspire anger against ODOT, and further inquiry into their decision-making
process and the financial management of that agency and its mission, then selling the Sooner Sub will achieve those
goals. The people of the state (and the prospect for servicing the freight customers and passengers on that line) will be
big losers in this, but apparently the benefits to the many don't seem to be accounted for in the objectives of ODOT on this
matter.

Karl Rambo, Norman, OK

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma.”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

""'Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Jennifer Taylor on behalf of the Bristow Chamber of Commerce

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
. ! 200 N.E. 21st Street.

1 Railroad Way Post Office box 127 Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:

Bri K 74010

Fistow G Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 367-5151 director@bristowchamber.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

There's something to be said about history. Obviously it's important, we teach it to our students through two years of

college. We speak about it, we read about it, we soak it up. 1 office in a small piece of history alongside a much larger

piece. The Bristow Area Chamber of Commerce is housed inside one of the few remaining train depots along the Sooner

Sub. The depot is a museum visited by hundreds each year, showcasing Bristow history from many different ;
perspectives. .

| am ashamed to say, | never walked through the door of this depot until | interviewed for the director position for the
chamber. | just didn't think it was a big deal. In the last 18 months, | have had the pleasure to eat those words.

Route 66 brings visitors from all over the world. Specifically Australia and South Africa. Our depot is a hot spot for these

visitors for a number of reasons, the hope they will be able to board a train being the main one. "You mean you can't just |
get on a train for a day trip?" is the most asked question | hear from those traveling. When asked if they would ride, |

have yet to hear a no.

| will be honest. When | first became involved with the chamber, | didn't see the value of passenger train. | could take it or
leave it. What a mistake.

Since the Eastern Flyer has became tangible, people are actually buying into this idea. People are excited, they are
calling to see how they can board. Families are riding together, getting to know one another, enjoy each other's company.
Plans are being made around three excursions and others are begging for more. There is a spark in the air.

From a Chamber perspective, | can assure you that money will be spent along this route. Money and jobs that small
communities like mine so desperately need. Although that is a huge part of my excitement and hope that the state will
agree, | look forward to hearing stories from my children...

"Hey mom, do you remember when we were 9 and we got on the train and went into Oklahoma City? No one had to
drive, we had so much fun. Thanks, mom."

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Karl Rambo
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
420 Castro St Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Ll i it Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
+1 (405) 761-9616 karl.rambo@att.net
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the ‘Sooner Sub'.

This proposal to sell the Sooner Subdivision is perhaps one of the most questionable proposals | have heard coming out
of state government as of late. | have spoken with my state house and senate representatives about this, as well as
calling the Governor's office. There seems to be no compelling reason why this is being put up for sale, but there are
many good reasons why the State of Oklahoma should retain ownership and control of this revenue-producing and
service-providing asset. If the objective is to inspire anger against ODOT, and further inquiry into their decision-making
process and the financial management of that agency and its mission, then selling the Sooner Sub will achieve those
goals. The people of the state (and the prospect for servicing the freight customers and passengers on that line) will be
big losers in this, but apparently the benefits to the many don't seem to be accounted for in the objectives of ODOT on this
matter.

Karl Rambo, Norman, OK

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal |

Alex Forsythe ‘

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION |
ol 3 200 N.E. 21st Street.
4115 > Gincinay Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:

e gt 74191 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: Z|P:

+1(918) 347-6000 jaforsythe@gmail.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’

The railroad known as the "Sooner Sub" should not be sold!

This is the people's rail line and it could become a real transportation asset, moving folks from OKC to Tulsa as a
commuter route. So much has been done to spark the dormant state of the two metro areas (Oklahoma City and Tulsa).
Selling off this railroad at this point would kill alternative and possibly cheaper, less stressful, more productive way of
traveling and commuting.

This rail was spawned by oil and it will always have a place as all rails do in getting raw materials across our country. By
selling the line "we the people" continue to loose out on the ability to have a alternative transpiration option. As the
economy grows, and or dwindles, alternative and basic transportation should be a available at a fair rate. Clearly the bus
system is beyond perfect. Aviation is impractical for transiting the 100 miles between Tulsa and Oklahoma City. This
makes rail is the perfect mass transportation option.

Tulsa has clearly not been connected to the rest of the American passenger rail system for a very long time. It's time to
get going. | am excited to be a advocate and supporter of this effort. | look forward to seeing the unique business that will
spawn along the route between Tulsa and OKC.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."”



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Elizabeth Greene

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

4327 South 198th East Ave Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Broken A OK 74014
[OREnOITOW Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
+1 (918) 355-6473 magnolia-bloom@)juno.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

| oppose any sale of the 97.5 segment of railroad between Sapulpa, OK and Del Cilty, OK, commonly referred to as the
"Sooner Sub". Oklahoma needs passenger rail transport.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

" F:er/\ b\/\/\/\/l/\

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

' 200 N.E. 21st Street,
M We 7 ﬂ’ Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS
M{/V)M @% 73© CQ ? I Please submit comments by: 01!30[2614

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
' Lg@’é ()( L) eV CG OLQ\g 5"’ G‘lr/)(\al cow
PHONE NUMBER: . EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
rallroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the Sooner Sub’
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OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Michael S. Restine, Sr.

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
6722 F62nd PL Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:

1H=s o 4150 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (540) 903-0129 mrestine@hotmail.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Do NOT sell the Sooner Sub!

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



Dear ODOT,

Please see the attached Comment Form regarding opposition to the sale of the Sooner Sub Rail
Line. | am asking that the Line be retained and that each governing entity determine that there
be No Sale due to many considerations, including good economic reasons.

Please do not raid one of Oklahoma's most valuable assets, the Sooner Sub Rail Line, by selling the line for short-term
gain. Selling this rail line dooms Tulsans and others in Northern Oklahoma to a future without modern transportation.
1. Selling this rail line takes away our abilily to travel to the State Capitol to participate in our State's government.
Seniors especially are negatively impacted by our inability to get to Oklahoma City by any means other than driving a
car. People like me are deprived ol a voice in our govemment because we cannol drive long distances due to physical
disabilities.

2. Those of us who enjoy traveling but are physically unable to drive would be a great economic assel to the State if we
were able 1o ride in comfort on a passenger train, As it stands now, we are deprived of transportation and we do not
spend the funds we would otherwise leave in Oklahoma because we can't travel by car or rail, If you sell the only rail line
that could transport us to OKC and other points, we will never spend our dollars in Oklahoma because Oklahoma won't
help us get to our destinations.

3. Please do not be short-sighted. Rail travel is a pleasant fact of life in many states, but not in Northern Oklahoma, |
have spent many hours riding trains along the East Coast, but since reliring to Oklahoma, | am forced to use our
relatively poor roads and travel through speed trap small towns that prey on Tulsa drivers (I refer to Kowa and other
lowns.)

4. My family regularly travels to Dallas. 1t would be so nice if we were allowed to take a train from Tulsa to connect with
other rail lines and avoid the danger and inconvenience of driving. Unfortunately, this is not currently an option because
there is no rail service, If you sell the Seoner Sub Rail Line, we will never have rail service and Oklahoma will not get to
keep the fees and laxes from my rail fares.

5. There is a good market for rail travel, as evidenced by the recent sold-out excursion train rides in this area. Why not
take advanlage of the dollars that the traveling public will spend and keep them here in Oklahoma, instead of selling the
rail line and dashing our opportunities to keep those dollars here in the State? Please reconsider and vote "NO SALE."

Thank you for your consideration,
Mildred Banks

7750 S. Granite Avenue

Tulsa, OK 74136

9184931600
MBanks108@gmail.com




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Andrew Nguyen
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.
906 NW 42nd Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
ONanoma 06 o 318 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
405 535 4703 andrew-t-nguyen@ouhsc.edu
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:
Print Form Reset Form ~ Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’.

Hello There,

I'm a medical student at the OU Health Sciences center, and I've grown up in Oklahoma. | truly love this place, and the
community and unique spirit this place has. I've loved being in central Oklahoma City the past few years, but | also enjoy
the music scene in Tulsa. After spending months in Madrid, a city with truly excellent transit, | believe that our state can
benefit from having state-run rail transit from Oklahoma City to Tulsa, and as far as | understand, sale to a private
company could limit the potential of passenger rail. There is so much momentum towards great urban development
between the two major cities in Oklahoma and having rail connection between them strengthens not only those two cities
but also the state.

| graduate medical school in 2016, and one of the biggest factors in where | decide to complete my medical residency is
the livability of a city. That's not just for me, but for young people everywhere. Having streetcar from midtown to bricktown
is a great amenity and having the abllity to be able to catch a train to Tulsa or potentially to Dallas would be a huge plus.
We can't just keep adding lanes to the highways. | believe the more options in public transit and having a livable,
walkable city, the more attractive a city is for not just young professionals but also businesses looking to either startup or
relocate.

Thanks for considering my thoughts,
Andrew

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Ed Sharrer Jr.
NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
: 200 N.E. 21st Street.
1719 W Easton Ct Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
ADDRESS:
Tulsa OK 74127 Please submit comments by:
CITY: STATE: ZIP: 4 01/30/2014
918-851-9761 edsharrer@amail.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:
Print Form Reset Form Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

| was disappointed and more than a little upset when | learned of ODOT's plans to sell the Sooner Sub railroad line
despite efforts to bring passenger rail service to the Tulsa-OKC corridor.

The plan to sell the Sooner Sub segment is short-sighted at best. The rail line is an asset with tremendous economic
development opportunity. Selling the line all but kills any opportunity for northeastern Oklahoma to ever realize the
"promise" of passenger rail made to us when our tax dollars were invested in the Heartland Flyer.

| ask that ODOT immediately scrap any plans to sell the Sooner Sub rall line and begin work toward facilitating passenger
rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City, which is in the best economic interest of northeastern Oklahoma and the

two metro areas.

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."”
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{,f ™, Sooner Sub rail line...No Sale!!
{ W | Greg Bollinger
N t‘ to:
7 Riprail@odot.org
01/29/2014 11:18 AM
Hide Details
From: Greg Bollinger <greg@langdonpublishing.com>

To: "Rfprail@odot.org" <Rfprail@odot.org>

I am urging you to not sell the sooner Sub rail line. not now, nor never. This is something we value
greatly. Thank you.

Greg Bollinger

1835 e. 17th st

Tulsa OK 74104

LLangdon Publishing Co, Inc.
918-585-9924 x247

file://C:\Users\uadm005\AppData\Local\Temp\notesA02DD7\~web3222.htm 1/29/2014



Page 1 of 1

»  Rail line Sale

(e ) Lora
k\“" to:
T Rfprail
01/30/2014 11:52 AM
Ce:
fra.legal, rpd
Hide Details
From: Lora <lorajodavis@gmail.com>

To: Rfprail@odot.org

Cc: fra.legal@dot.gov, rpd@dot.gov

From:

Jo. Davis,

16712 Magnino Rd
Shawnee, Ok 74801
4052754017

Please do not sell this valuable Oklahoma asset. Rail travel is becoming

the most viable mode for the future when it comes to intrastate trips.

Federal money for line upgrades will be easier to obtain if we retain control
of this valuable asset. Both passenger and freight transport are cheaper in
the long run when rail is used. Our central geographical position will

attract a lot more industry when our rail lines are modernized.

Governments have subsidized the trucking and airline industry for decades

and they have their place but rail is needed to keep us competitive.

Cordially, Jo Davis

file://C:\Users\uadm005\AppData\Local\Temp\notesA02DD7\~web6539.htm

1/30/2014
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/ ™, Submitting "Sooner Sub" request for proposal ... Completed form
W0 | Pattisue Thoman

\~ %’ to:

T Rfprail@odot.org

01/30/2014 12:27 PM

Hide Details

From: Pattisue Thoman <susie739@yahoo.com>

To: "Rfprail@odot.org" <Rfprail@odot.org>

Please respond to Pattisue Thoman <susie739(@yahoo.com>

Please DO NOT sell the "Sooner Sub" rail line or any other state owned rail lines.

Pattisue Thoman

1804 Chandler Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801
4052737579

Email: susie739@yahoo.com

| tried to use your comment form but it didn't work.

file://C:\Users\uadm005\AppData\Local\Temp\notesA02DD7\~web2883.htm 1/30/2014



"Sooner Sub"” Request for Proposal

Frank Briggs m

NAME: _ OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
—— | 200 N.E. 21st Street.

812 E Washington St Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS: |

Tecumseh Ok 74873 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

4903147914 frankbriggs07 @gmail.com

PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

| Print Form Reset Form | Submit by Email

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklohoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub’

Do not sale the Sooner Sub or m:% state owned railroas property. These are cheep forms of #m:muo:mmoz for Oklahome
and her citizens.




OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Comment Form

"Sooner Sub" Request for Proposal

Mark Jamison

NAME: OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
200 N.E. 21st Street.

8408 Souith Fawnwood Court Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

ADDRESS:
7

STocen Ao B 4011 Please submit comments by: 01/30/2014
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

+1 (918) 455-6014 markjami@yahoo.com
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

I have the following comments regarding the Request For Proposal for the sale of a 97.5 Mile segment of
railroad between Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and Del City, Oklahoma, commonly referred to as the 'Sooner Sub'.

Please do not sell the Sooner Sub the State of Oklahoma can keep ownership of the line and lease it to the commercial
operator as it is currently. This will allow for a Public Private Partnership to operate passenger rail service between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa. This will have important economic benefits for the cities along the line similar to the benefits of
the Heartland Flyer between Oklahoma City and Fort Worth. The Texas Transportation Institute reported that Oklahoma
and Texas realized an $18 million economic return on a combined investment of $3.95 million in 2010*. There is no
reason to believe that the communities along the Eastern Flyer route would not realize the same

economic benefits.

Please do not sell the Sooner Sub because there is a growing market for rail transportation between Oklahoma City and
Tulsa. As | understand it, 1967 was the last time there was passenger rail service between Oklahoma City and Tulsa.
Back then | imagine cars and gasoline were less expensive. Now, cars are expensive, gasocline is too and people want a
more convenient way of getting to Oklahoma City. Younger people don't identify with automobile ownership nearly as
much as previous generations. They identify more with their smart phone than they do their method of transportation.
They prefer public transportation to using automobiles***

Finally, please do not sell the Sooner Sub because their is proven interest in riding the line between Sapulpa and

Oklahoma City. Recently lowa Pacific, a tour train operator, sold out 900 Sapulpa to Oklahoma City tickets in 3 weeks.
These are tour tickets, but they establish the willingness of the public to pay hard-earned money for train transportation.

*Measuring the Benefits of Intercity Passenger Rail: A Study of the Heartland Flyer, Texas
Transportation Institute, March, 2010

** See page 11 of the Tulsa Rail Advisory Committee's 05-31-2012 Report to the Eastern Flyer Task Force entitled: Tulsa
to Oklahoma City: A Public-Private Partnership

**How Millennials Move:The Car-Less Trends www.realtor.org/articles/how-millennials-move-the-car-less-trends

"The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce, and communities of Oklahoma."”
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March 11,2014 DIRECTOR'S OFFICE
To: Governor Mary Fallin
Ce’s:
Secretary of Energy Secretary of Agriculture Secretary of Transportation
Michael Teague Jim Reese Gary Ridley
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd 2800 N. Lincoln Blvd. 200 NE 21st Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 Oklahoma City, OK 73105  Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Secretary of Finance Secretary of Commerce
Preston Doetflinger Larry Parman
State Capitol Rm 122 Oklahoma City Office
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. 900 N Stiles Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Dear Governor Fallin and Cc recipients,
| am writing to you all today over concern for the following bills:

2897 — No-Sale of State Owned Rail Without Consent
2896 — ConnectOklahoma

2898 — Design-Build P3

2879 — Oklahoma Railway Comm - -

After buying my ticket on the Eastern Flyer trip from Sapulpa to Midwest City last
month, and in light of how quickly tickets SOLD OUT, | am confident that the
people of the State of Oklahoma want and need passenger rail service to
connect the eastern part of the state with Oklahoma City and the rest of our
meager public rail transportation. If someone were to say otherwise, | would not
hire him or her as Dog Catcher. Look at how well the Heartland Flyer did, in light
of all the no-no’s and poo-poo’s it got before it went into service.

I have been quite happy with this administration, and have bragged to my friends
and relatives of how responsive the administration is to the will of Oklahoma
voters. Please handle the above bills as a great idea to further commerce and
economic development for the State of Oklahoma. Oklahomans have wanted this
for many, many years and to deny them the realization of this goal would be
against the wish of the citizens of our great State.

As Rick Westcott aptly put it, don't sell the Turner Turnpike to J.B. Hunt Truckmg
Company.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Bob Schwarz
23416 E98™ StS.; - . ¢ o
Broken Arrow, OK 74014 ‘
918-455-7250 « S
918-691-0879 cell phone
schwarzr(@valornet.com  P.S. Google me at: Bob Schwarz + Sertoma
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DIRECTOR' OFFICE

Bill Leighty
March 13", 2014
Mr. Gary Ridley
Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation

200 N.E. 21st Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you consider your decision on the Sale/No Sale of the Sooner Sub tracks, please keep in mind the

following salient points:

Context of the issue before you. The Oklahoma Department of Transportation is challenged to control
$1.5 Billion in annual transportation spending partially by leveraging long term freight and passenger rail
investments to provide maximum efficiency and benefit to our taxpayers.

In states and communities from coast to coast the old auto-centric paradigm is giving way to a more
balanced and sustainable transportation system. At no time in state history have diversified
transportation offerings become so critical to our future growth and prosperity. That said there can be
no denying that Oklahoma’s funding and investment in alternative forms of transportation has been
woefully lacking. We are behind most all of our competitors, way behind.

We must recognize that America is entering a new mass transportation age and the Federal Highway
Trust Fund is bankrupt. At the same time Oklahoma City and Tulsa are emerging as true modern cities
of the future with all of the transportation challenges that come with it. If we are going to keep up we

have to learn to move more people in fewer trips.

Oklahoma City’s Maps IlI, PlaniTulsa, and Fast Forward planning initiatives all illustrated beyond any
doubt that people in our urban centers expect and demand broader and better transportation options,
including traditional buses, Bus Rapid Transit, Streetcars, light rail and commuter rail, all with quality

public access.

Tulsa to OKC passenger rail service is much sought after by virtually everyone. The rail line between
OKC and Tulsa is a strategic asset and a present and future lifeline to more modern and sustainable
travel in the 21% Century. There is little argument that economic development is attracted to
transportation corridors and dependable high frequency passenger service between Oklahoma’s two
largest metropolitan areas would provide enormous financial benefits to both cities and all of the
communities in between. The only remaining question is how we can insure that passenger service
becomes available sooner rather than later.

BiLL LEIGHTY CRS, GRI
4105 SouTH ROCKFORD AVENUE — TuLsA, OKLAHOMA 74105
918.605.5529 cELLULAR  800.658.2687 918.592.6000 OFFICE 918.398.5288 PRIVATE FAX

BiLt LEiGHTY's Luxury Homes Group™  BILLLEIGHTY.COM
ASSOCIATED WITH MCGRAW, REALTORS®




Retaining ownership is the fiscally responsible and lowest risk option. By retaining ownership we
Oklahomans will control our own destiny and keep our options open. The existing public private
partnership has been highly successful. Under the current lease, a firm in the private sector has
rehabilitated and added value to the tracks by investing millions of their own dollars.

Fourteen thriving new businesses have been created along the corridor and the State of Oklahoma earns
a very handsome return on investment including hundreds of thousands of dollars annually in lease
payments. These small businesses who have located along the rail line are concerned that an interstate
shipping business model would be disruptive and detrimental to their companies and the communities

they serve.

If the State of Oklahoma selis the Sooner Sub, we wili no ionger be abie to protect and foster small
business development in the corridor or insure the development of passenger rail. By retaining
ownership we can leverage this public/private partnership to help foster a more balanced and
sustainable transportation system for our citizens.

Consideration of a sale now is very poorly timed for multiple reasons. First, the State of Oklahoma
recently negotiated a lease extension on the Sooner Sub until the beginning of 2018. Any buyer would
be subject to the terms of that lease so it is unlikely any substantial new investments in this asset would
be made until then, especially if the current leaseholder is not the successful bidder.

Second, ODOT is conducting a federally funded study to examine the feasibility of passenger rail service
between Tulsa and Oklahoma City. Although officials say the study will not be terminated if a sale of the
Sooner Subdivision Rail Line is finalized, it violates smart planning principles to sell the tracks before the

study is completed.

Third, it is highly unlikely that the value of this line will diminish over time, quite the contrary; it will only
become more valuable; even if high-speed rail were to eventually be developed along a different route.
With the oil storage facility in Cushing continuing to grow and new small businesses prospering in the
small communities along the Sooner Sub, the future growth prospects are filled with promise.

Forth, while cash generated from such a sale might provide a temporary infusion of capital it would do
precious little to stem the long term tide of mounting road and bridge repair needs. We can only do
that by diversifying our transportation system and providing more public transit options.

There is overwhelming oppositionto a sale from all sectors...please do not ignore them! The number
of concerned citizens and elected officials opposing this sale has been well documented and highly
publicized. City Councils in Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Sapulpa, Bristow and Norman have all unanimously
passed resolutions opposing the sale. Cherokee Nation Chief Bill John Baker recently sent Governor
Fallin a letter pleading with her to step in and stop this sale.

It can be argued that no other statewide issue in recent times has elicited a more unified voice of
opposition than this one. Some Chambers of Commerce and hundreds and hundreds of citizens have



also voiced their objections to the sale and more and more are coming forward each day. We simply
cannot let them down. Almost no one outside of ODOT and the bidders has publically called for the
state to sell this strategic asset.

There is no mandate to sell the Sooner Sub. State statute only allows the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation the option to sell rail assets if it's in the best interest of the state; not mandate a sale.
While ODOT assures us a buyer would be required to make passenger rail an option, there is no
mandatory clause at either the federal or state level to require it. With that in mind it is difficult if not
impossible to determine how an outright sale will provide betterment to anyone other than the
successful out of state bidder.

There seems to be little argument that a sale would likely result in increased bulk interstate freight
traffic at the expense of developing passenger service. Most knowledgeable rail observers agree that if
the BNSF Railway buys the line, Amtrak will be the only railroad that will be able to meet their Class |
standards and pay the access fees to provide passenger service.

In order to make that economically feasible it would likely require an annual state subsidy like the $2.6
million a year used to help fund the Heartland Flyer. Even if the state agreed to that additional subsidy
(extremely doubtful) it would almost assuredly result in only one daily trip between the two cities,
hardly what is needed to establish profitable ridership numbers and support.

ODOT has a statutory requirement to develop passenger rail service.
(0.S. 66-321 and O.S. 66-323) Our Department of Transportation has had an obligation to help develop
passenger rail service between Oklahoma and Tulsa counties since 1996. Studies were performed in

1983, 1994, 1996, 2001, and 2002 for this corridor.

0.S. 66-321, The Oklahoma Tourism and Passenger Rail Act requires, by definition (0.S. 66-323) that the
Department of Transportation [ODOT] (O.S. 66-323(1)) “do all things necessary to restore passenger
rail.” Passenger rail is defined as (O.S. 66-323(6)) “linking stations in Oklahoma and Tulsa counties.”

In 1998 the State of Oklahoma indicated a goal of the State’s acquisition of the Sooner Sub was to allow
for the establishment of regular and continuing passenger service for the public. If it cannot be
conclusively demonstrated that a sale would positively advance that goal, it would shortchange the
traveling public, be a betrayal of the public trust, an insult to Oklahoman taxpayers, and a violation of
the rights and expectations of the small businesses (both rail carrier/rail customers) along the corridor.

Retain ownership of the Sooner Sub and we can have passenger rail service now! Wouldn’t we all like
to see high-speed passenger rail between Oklahoma City and Tulsa? Of course we would and someday
it might very well happen but not without considerable planning and very calculated decision making.

To be eligible and seriously considered for federally funded mass transit grants like high-speed rail in
Oklahoma we need to have our ducks in a row. That is why ODOT’s 2009 $2 billion High-Speed project
request was not even referred for technical evaluation by the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA)



High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program staff. We simply were not ready and the funding
went to projects in Missouri and lllinois.

When the Fed’s dole out millions for transit projects they want to partner with states that have done
their homework, invested in substantial planning and have some skin in the game. In the case of
passenger rail, ridership studies are expected but real ridership numbers likely have much greater
impact.

According to some passenger rail advocates there are numerous examples of high speed rail projects
that began in more traditional passenger rail corridors. They started modestly, utilizing existing track
resources that were often times less than desirable, built trust and ridership numbers and then
passengers automatically began to demand faster and faster speeds. It has happened all over the
country, from Virginia to Oregon.

As Cabinet Members | assume you are aware that a successful railroad company with a strong track
record in the private sector has been proposing for over two years to prov'ide regular passenger service
on the Sooner Sub at no cost to the State of Oklahoma. Curiously and somewhat disrespectfully’in my
view, ODOT officials have continually ignored these proposals from lowa Pacific Holdings, the most
recent of which was dated February 18" of 2014,

The fact remains, we do not have to wait for high-speed rail in Oklahoma. lowa Pacific Holdings is
qualified, willing and capable of establishing round trip passenger rail service between Tulsa and
Oklahoma City within 3 to 6 months of signing an agreement. The sensible thing to do would be to take
them up on it before they change their mind.

A look back, a look forward. Cabinet Secretaries and Commission Members, as you consider your
decision on the Sale/No Sale it might be wise to reflect back. In 1998 state officials were presented with
a choice; let a key rail corridor go by the wayside or invest $5 million to preserve it.

The rail line had been badly neglected, was in terrible disrepair and in danger of being completely
abandoned if not dismembered and buried. There were few customers and only one courageous
company with any interest in operating the line. Quite unceremoniously, those officials made a decision
that has stood the test of time. Sixteen years later we celebrate that decision and honor those who
made it. They had the foresight and the vision to recognize the potential of this asset whose value has
arguably increased tenfold or even more.

As public servants you have a fiduciary duty to preserve and protect the public interest. Governors will
come and go, unimaginative transportation department bureaucrats will come and go and freight rail
operator’s business models will change and adapt to the times. | encourage you to ponder how the
decision you make now will stand up in 2030, sixteen years from now. Will the Sooner Sub be an
energized and vital link connecting our two major cities, moving both passengers and freight? Or will it
once again be threatened with abandonment by corporate interests who no longer have a need for it?



In the end there will be winners and losers in this process and you must decide whom you will serve.
Will it be powerful special interest groups, crony capitalists, and unenlightened transportation
department officials or will you listen to the citizens of the great State of Oklahoma? They have pleaded
with you in a resounding and near unanimous voice, ‘develop regular passenger rail service between
Oklahoma City and Tulsa now and do NOT sell our railroad tracks! ‘

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Leighty

410 W. 7' St #1925
Tulsa, OK 74119

918 605-5529
Bill@BillLeighty.com
www.BillLeighty.com

Bill Leighty is a Tulsa real estate professional, a former Chairman and a five year member of the Tulsa
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission and a former Vice-Chairman and three year member of Tulsa’s
Transportation Advisory Board.




n é\ dZ
wa Pacuﬁc Heol gS, ELC

118 S. Clinton, suite 40
&
1y waR "Féfﬂg

Chicago, IL 60661
Veac eov. e;z//'V\/
Vlew 2/ /?{{77?’( o2 ét:z?fl‘mlf\

/&Mﬁf’ )7@1«2‘ ), k X,
arsd fgle g oo
/-% % Pacific Holdings, LLC % ngd IM

Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma to remind
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable asset
to the lives of citizens using comfortable

almosphere, persoual s%\:lce and nW

PULLMAN RATL JOURNEYS
118 South Clinton §t.
Suite 400

Chicago llinois, 60(16!:~ g

Pease Aady
Se\l Ve
an\ ead\
we \ova avae

Duilman Rail Journeys first-clags train service to New
I ;.msgmxew at Homewood, 1., Passengers in observatio
car Pontchartrain Club haye "
a great view, excellent ser
vil
anda fr fendly atmosphere aboard the Lrain. -

WW"'\ TRAVELPULI MAN COM

\—\QL S ASYec o

£
<3

<

The Oifice of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

RECEIVED
MAR 11 2014

OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNOR

)

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

J | 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

“ SII/SO

%}/\/ O\ P\‘\“‘h@‘\\@_“\\v\\‘hnwh\‘\\‘*”1“\\\\\11\3-'“n‘u"m\

|

Towa Pacific Holdihgs T
118 S. Clinton, suite 400
Chicago, IL 60661

QLM‘“VHZLU @i,},@uuu @’J-

¢ DR,

gtttz DWJL’
7wa W, ’?q

#
‘ﬂg&'& 7 l—? A
Towa Pacific Holdings, LLC {s proud to present the

Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma to remind
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable asset
to the lives of citizens using comfortable
atmosphere, personal service and timely destination
delivery.

| : www.EasternFlyer.com

” 3:“4%:‘]1' m]”” i

PULLMAN RAIL ]OURNEYS
118 South Clinton St.
Suite 400

Chluago I]Jmﬁs GOGBL,

T"\f\
ETH An/
| o,

/' s

Pullinan Rail Journeys first-class train service to New

Orleans pauses at Homewood, TL. Passengers in observation |

car Pontchartrain Club have a great view, excellent service,
and a friendly atmosphere aboard the train.

WWW. TRAVELPULLMAN.COM
Phato by Paul Burgess

BXoan CAenfoe G

V0L 8 atver OF

|

e Sl g T i o
B 5§ SRR i T g

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 21?2
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

RECEIVED
MAR 11 2014

OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNOR

i

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin

i
Oklahoma State Capito
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212

Oklahoma City, oK 73105

Brokan P«\ru\,}\‘@\ﬁ‘*‘r\t\ﬁ\\m“\w\w"\\\"\"\‘\\‘v*\"\"\n""‘\\\‘n




Towa Pacific Holding$ EL G425 =
118 S. Clinton, suite 400

: p B il o 50 L
S Chivage; 1. GOV WET TR 2 e L ';,,,m.mh“mm.w-' o
//ga e SR ) LU;\-L{;Z ) i

/ A5 rod Jiu — we

/VLQ& 7% 1 Strv il /;‘3% i The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
/M /54 Ln 0"/(’,(,. Oklahoma State Capitol

/t f? 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
ﬁ

Oklahoma City, OK 73105
7//5,‘ ok 7«//52/ RECEIVVED
Towa Pacific Ho]dmga LLC is proud to present the

Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma to remind M AR _[ i 20“}
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable asset
OFFICE OF THE

to the lives of citizens using comfortable
atmosphere, personal service and timely destination
delivery. GOVERNOR

www,EasternFlyer.com

PULLMAN RAIL JOURNEYS e
118 South Clinton St. .48, '}tlﬁrlﬂ AR TR A

Suite 400 C F V
Chicago Tllinois, 60661 s M El

|i"‘l "l v -
AR BRI, SR TR SR

MAR 11 20%

e ERTRRRG =ty
sy
.%YD\?\@A\ Q @@0)(

Pullman Rail Journeys first-class n.un service to N 1
Orleans pauses at Homewood, IL. Passengers in observation
car Pontchartrain Club have a great view, excellent service,

s— \ ;
el YWis
and a friendly atmosphere aboard the train. |

WWW. TRAVELPULLMAN.COM ' \ 5 %ﬂ FJ'\
Phota by Paul Burgess | KL \\ @ ‘\'\

ST AT LT B B P O O L Y Y T L L

~ The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

PULLMAN RAIL JOURNEYS
118 South Clinton St

Suite 400 :
(‘lncagn Illinois, 60661

e 4

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

RECEIVED |

MAR 121 2014 |
WWW.TRAVELPULLMAN.COM
Phnn[ Paul Hmwcs I OFFICE OF THE
7370 g7 /g S GOVERNOR

/j(?/p L ﬁ/f/ y;yﬂ/ju%},.mh,] i |

Pullman Rail Journeys first-class’train service to
Orleans pauses at Homewood, IL. Passengers in observation
car Pontchartrain Club have a great view, excellent service,
and a (riendly atmosphere aboard the train.

= g
- - ) S, g _
Chicago, IL6OGST 3y WJ@M WML g )
. l Vg \ \ o h““hhwm,m“m , O L
Vleone Qo Se

B0 Soke Bttty il

Towa Pacific Holdffigs; TIC
118 S. Clinton, suite 400

Jyn-"“"""“”u-h

Yo Frowne, s r“;@f\ulk
Peanes : ¢ The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
B £ JDM‘Q_L\'S / Oklahoma State Capitol
Diowe. Ha 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
~ - i '
2509 \: 15 St Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Twoo, o T3k RECEIVED
Towa Pacific Holdings, LLC is proud to present the e

Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma to remind M Aq I i g[”!}
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable asset A

to the lives of citizens using comfortable N
atmosphere, personal service and timely destination OFFICE OF THE

delivery. GOVERNOR

www.EasternFlyer.com




Towa Pacific Holdings, LL.C
118 S. Clinton, suite 400
Chicago, IL 60661

D’Zj”"zq&a
%990 = /5 fL[E Rye,

_-—_____./

[w OK 7H1z3-4n

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

tw’ o Vi s 7] M/E,/W

fﬂdij[' (ﬂx’b}w CLNn_

Towa Pacific Holdings, LLC is proud to present the
Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma to remind
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable asset
to the lives of citizens using comfortable
atmosphere, personal service and timely destination

delivery. G T +, 0[
\ vv’ e — <C/ -
www.EasternFlycr.com
l
PULLMAN RAIL JOURNEYS .. .. —
118 South Clinton St. P AL
Suite 400

Chicago lllinois, 6[),6,&1 e I e g W Sl ¥ o R S

Rig-ESTABUSH Tuuw:x 0“’
QA\L— Pff\‘)jb (fa‘z—stVlc’_‘__.——————‘_—_—ﬂ—\\

| The Office of Governor Mary Failin
| Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 M. Lincoln Bivd., Room 212
Gldahoma City, OK 73105

W’mb
Soon = SUB LINE.

o
%59 5.
“TUL, O\L, 7"’&’\05

Pullman Rail Journeys first-class train service fo New |
Orleans pauses at Homewood, IL. Passengers in observation |
car Pontchartrain Club have a great view, excellent service,
and a friendly atmosphere aboard the train.
WWW.TRAVELPULLMAN.COM |
Phaio by Paul Burgess :

Db U R gl el

(R BTLUNIE

Towa Pacific Holdings, LLC
118 S. Cliutonq‘,_s;_ui:_tc ;1(.}0
Chicago, IL 60661 *

B thapes 4
$74 wb)na; noy

ey g e
HE NS & S S s 1

AR

The d*ﬁca of Governor Mary Fallin
qo N r:] 1 M a "w /H ﬁﬁ@klahoma State Capitol

Aot )i;u

Towa Pacific Holdings, LLC is proud to present the
Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma to remind
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable asset
to the lives of citizens using comfortable
atmosphere, personal service and timely destination
delivery.

Towa Pacific Holdings, LLE
118 S. Clinton, suite 400
Chicago, IL 6866

Towa Pacific Holdings, LLC is proi
Eastern Flyer to the State of Oklahoma fo remific
the communities that rail travel is an enjoyable'i Etssel ()Q/ J&
to the lives of citizens using comfortable AN
atmosphere, personal service and timely destinatiofi) [©x

delivery.

Wjoes |
qﬁmf N AL et
/p‘:};a.,

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
leahoma City, OK 73105

Pl %56/ 6&) ﬂo'f’ e
Wets T:J;c»—

www.EasternFlyer.com 9/ OKCJ (A)& ﬂﬁtfo{
-*,uumm-uu\n\\,bmm\\mfﬁu" thMinesd I 1% H%

elin Ok 74100

A 3

e
\)M“ bz

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 ‘

o .,C \Qﬁp lease dp el sale’

f&Ll D e hoetA |
www.EasternFlyer.com >w U-'L{}g“’ \r ©ku \
”‘d'““'"\“’s“'ma‘v=ﬁ"‘*be)&s‘=\¥\/i!‘ \?%'S }-m/,w

e N — Samitze |




PULLMAN RAIL'.]OURNEYS ¥
118 South Clinton St. s
Suite 400

Chicago Illinois, 6061

Pullman Rail Journeys first-class train service to New
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Pullman Rail Journeys first-class train service to New

Orleans pauses at Homewood, IL. Passengers in observation

car Pontchartrain Club have a great view, excellent service,
and a friendly atmosphere aboard the train.
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to the lives of citizens using comfortable
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April 4, 2014 APR 09 2014
OFFICE OF ThE
Governor Mary Fallin - GOVERNOR

2300 N. Lincoin Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin:

Reiterating what I have written to your cabinet
secretaries, I am writing to urge that you reject
sale of the Sooner Sub rail line. It seems evident
that the line should stay in state ownership to

- benefit Oklahoma citizens.

Not only does the Sooner Sub bring in significant
income; it also provides valuable freight and
passenger opportunities to our state. In my
opinion, selling the line would be highly
irresponsible.

I appeal to you to stand with Oklahoma citizenry in
opposing the sale of the Sooner Sub.

History will honor this as a forward-looking decision
benefitting us now and for generations to come.

Sincerely yours,
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