






















TOWN OF DAVENPORT
PO Box 279,Davenport, OK 74026

Phone: 918-377-2235
Fax: 918-377-2650

Tuesday, January 7,2014

Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Governor Fallin:

The Town of Davenport, OK has recently learned that the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation has decided to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Subdivision Railroad which
runs right through the middle of Davenport. The section of track, currently operated by the
Stillwater Central Railroad is an asset to Davenport because of the connections thit it provides to
three Class I railroad carriers: Union Pacific, BNSF and Kansas City Southern Railroad.

The Stillwater Central Railroad has been a great partner with us over the past 15 years and has
worked cooperatively with our Town to help us grow and attract new business. As we continue
to market Davenport to large and small companies alike, we want the Stillwater Central Railroad
to be a part of our growth as they have been since they took over this line in 1998.

As this process moves forward, I urge you to keep the Stillwater Central Railroad as the operator
of the Sooner Subdivision.

Sincerely,

Wtrurli I































 

 

 
In the hundred and four years T.G. Mercer Consulting Services has been in business, 
we have had the ample opportunity to use every carrier in the rail industry. I consider 
us fortunate to have worked with Watco on a number of projects through the years.  
 
Like most industries, in pipeline work, you are only as successful as your last project 
allows. Watco has allowed us to provide our customers with the highest level of 
service and certainty, which is an invaluable asset in our business.  
 
It has come to our attention that the Sooner Hub is going to be sold. I would like to 
personally endorse Watco and the Stillwater Central. They each have an extremely 
high level of commitment to their customers which separates them from the larger 
carriers. This personal touch, you could say, is what made the juggling the unloading 
for multiple projects possible. Without it, we most certainly would at the least faced 
delays or likely would have had to utilize another location.  Their service saves its 
business partners time and money.  
 
I can’t speak highly enough of T.G. Mercer’s history of dealings with them in the past. 
I only hope we have the opportunity to continue to do so in the future.   
 
Sincerely, McNeil Mercer 



Governor Mary Fallin 

Oklahoma State Capitol 

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation 

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance 

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture 

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment 

Oklahoma Transportation Commission 

 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

My name is Tim Farley and I am the President of Timco Blasting & Coating. Timco, headquartered in 

Bristow, OK has been in business since 1989 and relies heavily on rail service to grow our business. As 

explained to me, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation plans to proceed with the sale of the 

Sooner Sub which is currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. I strongly encourage you to 

sell the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad. 

Earlier this year, we invested $500,000 to build a blasting, sanding and painting facility in Stroud. We 

chose to locate in Stroud for one reason – access to a short line railroad with three class I connections. 

Our business in Stroud is based on competing rates from class I railroads for the movement of rail cars 

which come to our facility to be treated. With our investment, we hired four full time employees (all 

based in Stroud) and plan to hire an additional six within the next few months. We have also been in 

talks with a well services company who is interested in leasing part of our land to bring in energy related 

commodities by rail. This company would bring approximately 200 jobs to Stroud. All of this is in 

jeopardy without the certainty of a short line rail operator.  

If the Sooner Sub is sold to a large railroad that will not provide competitive rates, we will be forced to 

relocate to somewhere that is served by short line railroad that can provide this competition. Our 

decision to move to Stroud was based on the long term assumption that competitive rail service will 

always exist. The Stillwater Central Railroad has been an excellent partner working with our expansion 

and our business needs them to survive in Stroud. 

Timco fully supports the Stillwater Central Railroad’s bid to purchase the Sooner Sub. If you have any 

questions about the importance the Stillwater Central Railroad has to our company, Stroud or the state 

please don’t hesitate to give me a call. 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                   Timco Blasting and Coating 

Tim Farley                                                                                                                     Office  918-367-1700                                                                                                            







 
 
 
 
 
January 29, 2014 
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
Attn: Denise Northrup  
 
Governor Fallin: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Stillwater Central Railroad’s purchase of the Sooner Sub. As 
President of Iowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), I was well aware of the State’s decision to sell the Sooner Sub 
and considered bidding on the line, and in fact believe that it should not be sold.  But in event that it is 
sold, I am convinced you should sell it to Stillwater Central  Railroad, because after much due diligence I 
have concluded that the current operator of the line is best positioned to continue to grow the value of 
the railroad to the State. 
 
Of particular interest to me is the development of a daily passenger railroad service between Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa. IPH has worked to develop passenger rail operations all over the country and in Europe 
and we are the premier private operator of passenger rail services.  Few places where IPH has 
successfully started a passenger or excursion service have as much potential as the corridor between 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa.  IPH and the Stillwater Central Railroad are working together to demonstrate 
this potential by running three excursion trains in February. If you would like more information about 
these trains, please visit: www.easternflyer.com. 
 
As part of SLWC’s proposal, IPH and the SLWC have developed a unique partnership and mutual desire 
to establish daily service should all the right economic conditions be met. To show our commitment, 
Stillwater Central Railroad and IPH have signed a memorandum of understanding to begin the process of 
establishing a daily passenger rail service between Midwest City and Tulsa. Our proposed plan is a 
significant step forward for the citizens of the State of Oklahoma, at no cost to the taxpayers.  
I am confident that the Stillwater Central Railroad is the only Sooner Sub operator who will be able to 
provide consistent competitive freight service while working to establish a daily passenger service.  
 
I appreciate your time and again urge you to support the Stillwater Central Railroad’s proposal for the 
Sooner Sub.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ed Ellis 
President 
  

http://www.easternflyer.com/


 
CC: 
Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation 
200 NE 21 st 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Room 122 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce 
900 N. Stiles 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104 
 
Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture 
2800 N. Lincoln Blvd 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment 
100 N. Broadway, Suite 2350 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 
 
 



Governor Mary Fallin 

Oklahoma State Capitol 

2300 N Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 

Oklahoma City OK 73105 

 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

 

My name is Kenny Hahn and I am the General Manager of Planters Cooperative Association, 

headquartered out of Lone Wolf, Oklahoma.  Planters is one of the two largest cooperatives serving the 

grain producers of the great state of Oklahoma and has been in business since 1929.  Excellent rail 

service is a huge part of providing the means necessary for producers in this state to continue to 

succeed.  

 

The Stillwater Central Railroad gives Planters access to the Union Pacific Railroad which continues to 

provide extremely competitive rail rates. Planters has spent in excess of $1,200,000.00 to construct 

storage and rail load out facilities in order to be able to access the UP rates.  I understand that the 

Oklahoma Department of Transportation plans to proceed with the sale of the Sooner Sub which is 

currently operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad. If this rail system is sold to a large railroad that will 

not provide competitive rates, it could devastate the economy in the areas it serves.  I want to 

encourage you to sell the Sooner Sub to the Stillwater Central Railroad.  This would be a wise choice for 

the economic structure of grain shipment for southwest Oklahoma as well as other shipping needs 

throughout the state. 

 

Planters Cooperative Association fully supports the Stillwater Central Railroad in their endeavor to 

purchase the Sooner Sub.  If you have any questions concerning the importance of the rail system and 

competitive rates to the agricultural business, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Kenneth Hahn 

General Manager 

 

KH:jb 







January 27, 2014 

 

Governor Mary Fallin 

Oklahoma State Capitol 

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 

CC: Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation 

Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance 

Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture 

Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment 

Oklahoma Transportation Commission 

 

Governor Fallin:  

I am the President of Rock ‘N’ Rail, a company in Wellston that facilitates the movement of limestone for 

road and other projects. As the Department of Transportation proceeds with the sale of the Sooner Sub 

Railroad, please take into consideration the impact  the sale will have on the local businesses along the 

Sooner Sub who chose to locate in central Oklahoma because of reliable and timely service provided by 

the Stillwater Central Railroad. Losing this access to a single carrier move will cause my business to 

drastically reduce the amount of freight tonnage that I am able to bring into Wellston, and may even 

price me out of the market. 

Rock N Rail was started in 2008 in a cooperative effort between Greenhill Materials, the Oklahoma 

Department of Transportation, the Stillwater Central Railroad and myself. Our initial $750,000 

investment  has turned an empty plot of land into a thriving aggregate business that has also grown into 

a drop off point for supplies and building materials that are used in Oklahoma. Greenhill Materials, 

based in Owasso, OK is our limestone supplier and because of their location on the Stillwater Central, 

our limestone only needs to move on one railroad. The reasonable service provided by the Stillwater 



Central Railroad has allowed Rock ‘N’ Rail to keep moving our limestone by rail instead of moving it by 

truck.  

If the Sooner Sub is sold to anyone other than the Stillwater Central Railroad it will probably force me 

reduce the amount I am able to ship due to the expected cost of adding another rail service to my move. 

It is important for me and other businesses in this state to have a cooperative relationship with our rail 

carrier and the Stillwater Central has been very accommodating in working with me to grow my 

business. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard on this issue and please contact me if you have any questions 

or would like additional information or a personal tour. 

John Kalka 

 

 



SAVING OUR SERVICE 
Oklahoma shippers staying on track 
 

February 1, 2013 

 

In 1989 a portion of track in Oklahoma called the Sooner Sub sat unused and in disrepair.  The state 

purchased this track from the Class I owner, BNSF, and leased the track to Watco Companies.  The track 

became part of Watco’s Central Region rail network and more than 29,000 railcars travel on that portion 

of track connecting Oklahoma City to Tulsa as part of the Stillwater Central Railroad. 

The state is now looking to sell the Sooner Sub rail line and depending on the buyer, shippers could be 

left stranded without an affordable shipping method to get their products to various markets.  When the 

line was sold to the state, it was unused due to high shipping rates and poor track conditions; as 

shippers we are working to avoid ending back in the same situation.  Selling this line to another party 

besides the current operator will literally leave parts of the state stranded and held hostage to higher 

shipping rates and unreliable service due to a lack of commitment to the Customer and community that 

the current operator has fostered.     

Watco and the Stillwater Central Railroad Teams have worked with Customers to reduce rates and 

improve track conditions. More than $14 million has been invested in track improvements and upgrades 

are ongoing to keep traffic flowing at optimum capacity.  They have brought new businesses to 

Oklahoma and helped find new markets for shippers on the line.   

Saving Our Service is a way for Oklahoma shippers to join together to voice our preference for the 

operator who offers long-term benefits to the state of Oklahoma, its communities and us, the shippers.  

As beneficiaries of the improvements and relationships built, we feel it’s important that our voice be 

heard as the rail line is sold by the state of Oklahoma.    

Sincerely yours, 

 

RUSS HARRISON 

President  

Harrison Gypsum 

1550 Double Drive 

Norman, OK 73069 

Phone: (405) 366-9500 

tel:+14053669500






Governor Mary Fallin                                                                                                            January 27, 2014 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK  73015 
Attn:  Denise Northrup 
 
CC:   Secretary Gary Ridley, Oklahoma Department of Transportation 
 Secretary Preston Doerflinger, Oklahoma Department of Finance 
 Secretary Larry Parman, Oklahoma Department of Commerce 
 Secretary Jim Reese, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture 
 Secretary Michael Teague, Oklahoma Department of Energy and Environment 
 Oklahoma Transportation Commission 
 
Dear Governor Fallin: 
 
My name is Garry Hinrichs and I am the General Manager of WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC.  WHB 
Grain and Supply owns and operates 3 country elevator locations.  One in Tuttle Oklahoma, one in Minco 
Oklahoma and one in Pocasset Oklahoma.  We serve a large trade area of mostly farmers and ranchers, 
supplying crop inputs and receiving grain at harvest time. 
 
Our Tuttle location is served by the Sooner Sub, operated by the Stillwater Central Railroad.  It is my 
understanding that the Department of Transportation is going forward with its plan to sell the Sooner Sub. 
WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC fully supports the sale of the Sooner Sub to Stillwater Central Railroad. 
 
When the Tuttle location was purchased in 1985, the Burlington Northern Santa Fe was serving this 
location.  Rail rates were not competitive and the railroad was not interested in doing business with us.  
When the Stillwater Central took over operations, they actually wanted to do business with us, and lowered 
rail rates to a competitive level.  We now use the Sooner Sub on a regular basis, shipping between 75 and 
125 cars of wheat yearly from our three locations. 
 
The Stillwater Central has worked very diligently to encourage new business along the Sooner Sub.  There 
has been a chemical facility and a pipe yard added to the businesses on the line.  As we all know, new 
business means more jobs for the area and a boost for the local economy. 
 
Based on past experience, we believe that a class I railroad purchasing the Sooner Sub would lead to 
higher rates, and less service.  Again, the Stillwater Central has worked with existing businesses and 
brought new businesses along the Sooner Sub to increase the value of the line.  We fully support the 
Stillwater Central Railroad’s bid to purchase the Sooner Sub. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Garry Hinrichs 
General Manager 
WHB Grain and Supply Co. LLC 



January 28, 2014 

 

Governor Fallin, 

 

My name is Chris Blasdel and I am Sales Manager for Cornejo and Sons Materials Division. The 

materials division is comprised of four sand and gravel mining operations, one rock quarry, two 

recycle yards and two C&D landfills. One of our sand and gravel locations is a rail load out facility. 

This facility (Oxford Sand) exists primarily to export sand by rail. It is located at 1438 S. 122nd Rd in 

Oxford KS. Our largest customer is OCM (Oklahoma Construction Materials) located at 600 N. 

Sunnylane in Del City, OK. As this is one of our largest customers we are concerned about the 

outcome of the Sooner Sub Station situation and the affects it could have on our customer and 

our mining operation.  

WATCO and the Stillwater Central have been business partners of Cornejo & Sons or previous 

ownership for more than a decade. Cornejo & Sons and WATCO have jointly made significant 

capital investments to improve our ability to serve our customers. WATCO has made the Sooner 

Sub what it is today. WATCO has built and sustained with their partners a thriving customer base 

to the benefit of the State of Oklahoma. As a customer of WATCO we hope that their investments 

and success in developing this route are taken into account as a part of the State’s decision to 

process.  

It is important to our business to maintain the volume of material we move on a “short” line 

railroad. While we do move a large amount of tons the ability to move smaller trains more 

efficiently are paramount to our business success. The Class 1 railroads are not interested in 

moving the smaller trains. In the past when we have negotiated with the Class 1’s the economics 

change dramatically enough that the move is no longer economically viable for the market. 

WATCO has built their business on moves that the Class 1’s do not or did not want.  

 While it is understandable that the State of Oklahoma has to make the best decisions for its 

taxpayers, the thought of a bidding war involving the Class 1 railroads with huge capital intent on 

bullying their way into a market they previously weren’t interested in should give the State pause. 

We urge you to consider the work already done and is still being done by WATCO.  

            Respectfully, 

 

Chris Blasdel 
Sale Manager Cornejo Materials 
(316) 522-5100 
Email: chris.blasdel@corjenomaterials.com 
 

 

www.cornejocorp.com ∙ 2060 E. Tulsa ∙ Wichita, KS 67216 ∙ T: 316.522.5100 ∙ F: 316.522.8187 ∙    

DETERMINATION  ∙  PRIDE  ∙  EXCELLENCE  ∙ 



























































 

 

 
THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY 

OFFICE OF 
THE MUNICIPAL COUNSELOR 

 Council Agenda 
Item No. X.D. 
2/25/2014 
 

 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Kenneth Jordan, Municipal Counselor  
 
RE: Resolution urging the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of 

Oklahoma to retain ownership of the Sooner Subdivision rail line for current and future 
passenger rail transportation opportunities, and for the economic and quality of life 
benefits derived therefrom, for the citizens, businesses, cities and towns of the State of 
Oklahoma.   

 Councilmen White and Greenwell  
 
      
Councilmen White and Greenwell have requested that a Resolution, submitted herewith, urging the 
Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of Oklahoma to retain ownership of the 
Sooner Subdivision Rail Line for current and future passenger rail transportation opportunities, be 
docketed for Council consideration. 
 
Attachment 
 



1 

RESOLUTION 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY URGING 
THE OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND 
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP OF 
THE SOONER SUBDIVISION RAIL LINE FOR CURRENT AND 
FUTURE PASSENGER RAIL TRANSPORTATION 
OPPORTUNITIES, AND FOR THE ECONOMIC AND QUALITY 
OF LIFE BENEFITS DERIVED THEREFROM, FOR THE 
CITIZENS, BUSINESSES, CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE STATE 
OF OKLAHOMA. 
 

 WHERAS, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is a 
multi-modal transportation agency whose mission is to provide a safe, economical and 
effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of 
Oklahoma; and 

 
 WHERAS, the Sooner Subdivision Rail Line (Sooner Sub) is owned by the State 
of Oklahoma and is a part of the former Frisco Rail Line (Frisco Line) located between 
the great cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Oklahoma; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Frisco Line once served to provide valuable passenger rail 
transportation service and economic benefits for the citizens of Oklahoma by linking the 
cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa together and with other cities outside the State of 
Oklahoma; and 

 
 WHEREAS, numerous cities across the United States, including the cities of 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, have determined that local rail transit and intercity and 
interstate passenger rail transportation is a critical and necessary component of modern 
21st Century multimodal transportation systems and a vital driver of economic 
development activity; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the 2014 Joint Legislative Agenda of the Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber of Commerce and the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce supports the 
continued study and development of passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma 
City to enhance connectivity throughout the region and serve as a catalyst for greater 
access to tourist attractions and destinations; and 

 
 WHERAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has designated the 
corridor between Oklahoma City and Tulsa as part of major passenger rail transportation 
corridor for the South Central United States; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on April 21, 2011, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin approved 
House Bill 1686 creating the Eastern Flyer Passenger Rail Development Task Force to 
study and develop a comprehensive plan for developing passenger rail service between 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and 

 



2 

 WHEREAS, on December 7, 2012 the State of Oklahoma's Eastern Flyer 
Passenger Rail Development Task Force issued its final report setting forth a solid 
framework for moving forward with plans to institute passenger rail service between 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa; and 

 
 WHERAS, in November 2012, ODOT commenced a major 2-year, $5 million 
Passenger Rail Corridor Investment Plan Study that is funded by federal government and 
overseen by the FRA and includes preparation of a Service Development Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement to determine a preferred alternative for establishing 
passenger rail service between Tulsa and Oklahoma City; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Sooner Sub is under a long-term lease agreement between 
ODOT and South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad (SKO), a division of Watco 
Companies (WATCO), for which the State of Oklahoma receives $500,000 annually 
from SKO under the terms of the agreement; and 

 
 WHEREAS, SKO provides economically important freight rail service for 
numerous Oklahoma businesses along the Sooner Sub and has invested millions of 
dollars in rail infrastructure improvements along the line; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Iowa Pacific Holdings (IPH), in partnership with WATCO, has 
announced the initiation of trial passenger rail service for the Eastern Flyer on the Sooner 
Sub between Tulsa and Oklahoma City during February 2014; and 

 
 WHEREAS, IPH has announced that all 900 available tickets for the three initial 
Eastern Flyer passenger rail excursion trains between Tulsa and Oklahoma City have sold 
out; and 

 
 WHEREAS, ODOT has recently published a Request for Proposal on the Sale of 
the Sooner Subdivision and is soliciting bids through January 30, 2014 and intends to sell 
the Sooner Sub to the highest bidder; and 

 
 WHEREAS, numerous cities and towns throughout the State of Oklahoma and 
many of their residents and state legislators support development of passenger rail service 
between Oklahoma City and Tulsa and are opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of the 
Sooner Sub; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Oklahoma City is opposed to ODOT's proposed sale of 
the Sooner Sub and believes its transfer to private industry would be detrimental to the 
development of affordable and effective passenger rail service between Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa.     

 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The City of Oklahoma City 
urges the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of Oklahoma to retain 
ownership of the Sooner Sub for current and future passenger rail transportation 
opportunities, and for the economic and quality of life benefits derived there from, for all 
of the citizens, businesses, cities and towns of the State of Oklahoma.  
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